
(No Model.) 
W. SMITH & C. H. DLL. 

GROCER'S CANISTER, 

No, 46,042. Patented Nov. 26, 1889. 

N. PETERs, photo-Lithographer, Washington. .. 

  



o 

25 

35 

45 

So 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM SMITH AND CHARLEs H. DILL OF DAN VILLE, INDIANA. 

GROCER'S CANISTER. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 416,042, dated November 26, 1889. 
Application filed August 12, 1889, Serial No. 320,452, (No model.) 

To all w/On it Tinay conce77. 
Be it known that we, WILLIAM SMITH and 

CHARLES H. DILL, citizens of the United 
States, residing at Danville, in the county of 
Hendricks and State of Indiana, have in 
Vented new and useful Improvements in Gro 
cers' Canisters, of which the following is a 
Specification. - 

Our invention relates to cans or canisters 
for crackers or similar articles; and it con 
sists in the improved construction and ar 
rangement or combination of parts herein 
after fully disclosed in the description, draw 
ings, and claims. 
The objects of our invention are to provide 

means in a can or canister for crackers, cof 
fee, or other similar articles for maintaining 
the Surface of the contents of the same at one 
level, to provide such a can or canister with 
a vertically-movable bottom, to provide means 
for raising and lowering said bottom, to pro 
vide means for adjusting and holding the 
bottom at any point in the can or canister, 
and to provide means for guiding said mov 
able bottom. These objects are attained in 
the can or canister illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, forming part of this speci 
fication, in which the same reference-numer 
als indicate the same parts, and in which 

Figure 1 represents a side view of our im 
proved can or canister; Fig. 2, a vertical sec 
tion; Fig. 3, a vertical section on the line y), 
Fig. 2; Fig. 4, a horizontal section on the line 
2 2, Fig. 3. Fig. 5 shows partial plan views of 
the under side of the can-body and the bot 
tom, showing the guide-boxes which fit over 
the inner-wall flanges of the can-body. 

In the drawings the numeral 1 indicates 
the can, which is illustrated as cylindrical, 
although it may be of any other suitable or 
desirable form. Said can is preferably mount 
ed upon casters 2, and has a hinged inclined 
lid 3 in its partly-closed top 4. The bottom 
5 slides vertically in the can and has a flange 
6 upon its edge, which flange maintains said 
bottom in a horizontal position, and sprevents 
it from being tilted and consequently jammed 
or caught in the can when it is raised or 
lowered. 
Two pairs of vertical guide-flanges 7 are 

secured at diametrically-opposite points to 
the inner sides of the can, and the edge of the 

movable bottom has two pairs of notches S, 
which fit over said flanges. Boxes 9 are 
formed in the flange 6 of the bottom to fit 
over said guide-flanges and to slide upon the 
Sale. 

A shaft 10 is journaled in the sides of the 
can, near the upper edge of the same, and has 
two cords 11 Winding upon it. The lower 
ends of said cords are secured to eyes 12 upon 
the upper side of the bottom, and said cords 
pass over guide-pulleys 3 above the upper 
ends of the guide-flanges, so that the cords 
will pass down between the flanges to the 
eyes which are arranged between the guide 
notches. One end 14 of said shaft 10 is po 
lygonal to receive a key 15, by means of which 
the shaft may be revolved to wind the cords 
upon it and raise the bottom. A ratchet 
wheel 16 is secured upon the shaft, and is 
engaged by a pawl 17, which is pivoted upon 
the side of the can, so that the shaft may be 
stopped from revolving in one direction and 
may sustain the bottom at any desired height. 
A spout 18 may be secured over a square 

or rectangular hole 19 in the front of the can, 
at the upper edge of the same, and may serve 
to pour out the contents of the can whenever 
it is not desirable to dispense the contents of 
the can from the top of the same. 

It is obvious that the contents of the can 
may always be kept at a level with the top of 
the same by raising the movable bottom as 
the contents are consumed or sold, So that 
they may always be easily accessible through 
the open lid and the can may always have the 
appearance of being filled. The bottom may 
be held at any point to which it may be raised 
by means of the ratchet-wheel and pawl, and 
it may be lowered by releasing the pawl from 
the ratchet-wheel and allowing it to sink by 
its own weight and the Weight of the articles 
resting upon it. 
The can or canister may be made of any 

desired or convenient size. It may be of a small 
size for use upon a shelf or counter or of a 
large size to stand upon the floor. 
We claim as our improvement 
1. The combination of a can or canister, two 

pairs of vertical guide-flanges upon the inner 
sides of the same, and a bottom sliding with 
in the can or canister, having two pairs of 
notches in its edge fitting upon said guide. 
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flanges and having a downwardly-projecting 
flange upon its edge, and the guide-boxes 
projecting downward from said bottom and 
inclosing the said notches, substantially as 
described. . 

2. The combination of a can or canister, two 
pairs of vertical guide-flanges 7 upon the in 
ner sides of the same, the bottom 5, having 
the notches 8, and the flange 6, having the 
boxes 9 formed in its periphery, the eyes 12 
upon said bottom and between said notches, 
the shaft 10, journaled in the upper end of 
the can, having means for revolving it and 
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having the ratchet-wheel 16, the cords 11, se 
cured to the eyes and to the shaft, the guide 
pulleys 13 at the upper ends of the guide 
flanges, and the pawl 17, engaging said 
ratchet-wheel, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof we have hereunto set 

our hands in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

WILLIAMI SMITH. 
CHARLES H. DILL. 

Witnesses: r 

CHAs. D. POUNDs, 
JOHN M. Tow LEs. 


