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To att, whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, FRANK W. WHITCHER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Bos 
ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of Mas 
Sachusetts, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Shoe - Holders, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawing. 

Ladies' shoes as also shoes which are made 
from enameled leather and the like require to 
be treated occasionally with liquid dressing. 
In applying such a dressing it is desirable to 
so hold the shoe that the dressing may be ap 
plied to all parts of it without the danger of 
Soiling the hands or clothes, 
My invention has for its object to provide 

an inexpensive and efficient holder for this 
purpose which is preferably made from wire 
and Which consists of two handles each of 
Which is connected with a projecting portion 
adapted to be inserted in the shoe and securely 
hold the same, said parts being pivoted or 
hinged together so that they may be moved 
With relation to each other to facilitate the 
ready insertion and withdrawal of the device 
into and from the shoe. 
The novel features of my device are pointed 

Out in the claims which are appended hereto. 
In the accompanying drawing I have shown 

a perspective view of my device in the best 
form now known to me in the position which 
it Occupies when inserted in the shoe and I 
have indicated in dotted lines in said draw 
ing the position of the shoe on the holder. 
I prefer for cheapness and ease of construc 

tion to use strong wire in the manufacture of 
my device but I do not desire to limit myself 
to the use of wire as it will be clear that it 
may be made from other material. 
The device is constructed in two parts, each 

of which has a handle portion, and each of 
which has a portion shaped and adapted to pro 
ject inside the shoe. Each portion is made 
preferably of one continuous piece of wire. 
The shape and construction of the parts will 
be readily understood by reference to the 
drawing. 
The handle which is connected with that 

portion of the device which projects into the 
heel of the shoe is shown at a. The precise 

shape of the handle is obviously not impor 
tant so long as it is of sufficient size and pro 
jects sufficiently from the shoe to enable it to 
be grasped readily by the hand. The Wire 
forming the handle a is turned on itself at b 
to form a bearing or eye through which the 
pivot d passes. The wire then projects from 
the eyeb preferably upwardly toward the 
handle but rearwardly thereof and diverging 
therefrom as shown at f so as to fill out the 
ankle portions of the shoe above the heel and 
hold it in an extended position. The wire 
then extends downwardly as shown at g into 
the heel into a position where it may bear 
against the inside of the heel portion to se 
curely hold the shoe on the holder. The pre 
cise shape of the heel portion of the holder is 
not essential and may be varied considerably 
so long as it is shaped to bear against the in 
side of the heel to hold the shoe. It should 
also preferably bear against the ankle of the 
shoe above the heel to keep said ankle por 
tion in an extended position so that the dress 
ing may be evenly applied thereto. The han 
dle h of the other portion of the device is 
similar in shape to the handle C, and the Wire 
of which it is formed is bent on itself form 
ing an eye or bearing at k for the pivot d. 
The spread of this portion of the handle his 
somewhat greater than that of the correspond 
ing portion of the handle a, in order that both 
handles may be set on the same pivotas shown, 
From the eyes k the wire projects preferably 
upwardly to fill the front ankle portion of the 
upper and hold it in an extended position 
as shown at l and then passes downwardly 
and is projected in a loop p so shaped as to be 
capable of insertion into the toe or fore-part 
of the shoe and thus, in co-operation with the 
heel holding portion of the device secure the 
shoe in position on the holder. It will also be 
clear that the precise shape of the toe portion 
of the holder is not essential it being only im 
portant that it should project forwardly into 
the shoe sufficiently to serve in holding the 
shoe in place. It should also be so shaped at 
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the ankle portions as to hold the upper in an 
extended position but the device may be used 
efficiently without this latter feature. 
While I consider that it is better to con 

struct the device in two parts and pivot them 
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together by a cross piece of wired as shown 
which is a cheap and effective method I do 
not desire to limit myself to the form of hinge 
or pivot shown. 
The parts might be hinged together with a 

spring or other well-known device, and if a. 
spring were employed it might be so arranged 
as to exert its tension in pressing the heel and 
toe portions of the device apart thus securely 
holding the shoe without the user exerting 
any pressure on the handles a h. 
What I claim is 
1. A shoeholder composed of two parts piv 

otally connected together, the said parts hav-. 
ing extended handle portions by means of 
which they may be moved relatively to each 
other, one of the said parts having in addi 
tion a projecting portion for introduction into : 
the toe of the shoe and the other a project 
ing portion for insertion into the heel thereof, 
Substantially as described. 

2. A shoe holder composed of two parts piv 
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otally connected together, the said parts hav 
ing extended handle-portions by means of 
which they may be moved relatively to each 
other and also having portions shaped to ex 
tend the ankle portion of a shoe, one of the 
said parts having in addition a projecting 
portion for introduction into the toe of the 
shoe and the other a projecting portion for 
insertion into the heel thereof, substantially 
as described. 

3. A shoe holder made from wire in tWO 
parts each of said parts comprising a handle 
portion and a portion adapted to project into 
the toe and heel portion of the shoe, said por 
tions being pivoted together for the purposes 
and substantially as set forth. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
FRANK W. WHITCHER. 

Witnesses: 
WM. A. MACLEOD, 
ROBT. WALLACE, 
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