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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Tronas W. HOUSTON,
a citizen of the United States, residing. at

Kansas City, in the county of Jackson “and’

State of Missouri, have invented certain new
and nseful Impl ovements in Window
Guards; and T do declare the following to be
a full, cleal and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying dr awings, and to the figures of
1efe1@nce marked ther eon, which fonn a
pait of this spemﬁmtlon .

This invention relates to window ounds
and the primary object thereof 'is to pro-
vide an extensible and contractible svindow
guard made of sections which may slide one
with respect to the other and which may be
securely fastened in any adjusted position
within the extreme limits, the guard being
so designed that when it has been extended
or contracted to fit the window frame, it
will be held in its adjusted position in a
5 manner to prevent tampering from the out-
side of the window in order to m'zlxe it bur-
glar proof.

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a window
frame to which my invention is applied.
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%0 Fig. 2 is an elevational view of the guard -

with “the cover plate for the lock case re-
moved to show the interior construction of
the lock : ‘

Fig. 8 is a top edge view of the guard.

I’w 4 is a detailed pelspectlve view of
the latch actuator. -

Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view on the
line 5—5 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 6 is a vertical longitudinal sectional
view thlouwh the housmg and one of the
latches, the bar engaged by the latch being
shown in fragmentary elevation.

Referring now to the drawings by nu-
_ merals of reference. ,

1 designates a window frame of usual
constructlon to which my invention may be

applied. The guard is shown as consmtmw

of two ghdmo members 2 and 3. Iach
member has two end rails, the one desig-
nated 2 having rails 4 and 5 and the one des—
ignated. 3. havmo rails 6 and 7. The end
rails 4 and 5 are connected by transverse
spaced rods 8 and the rails 6 and 7 are con-

nected by rods 9. The rods 8 extend.

5 through the end rail 6 of the member 3

and the ‘rods 9 extend through “the
rail 5 of the member 2 so that the two sec-
tions are secured together.
forms the.walls of a housing 10 in which are
latches consisting of spring plates 11 and
12 fastened to the rail 6 and having' eyes. or
openings 13 through which the rods 8 extend.
The free ends of the plates 11 and .12 are
edged away from the wall of the housing by
0011 springs 14 so that the edges of the open-
ings 13 tend to impinge on the rods to pro-
vide a latch for holdmor the sections or mem-
bers-2 and 3 from having relative movement
in one direction, that is in-a retracted direc-
tion. The plates can be moved out of im-
pinging engagement with the rods by a
rocking shaft 15 in the housing: journaled in
the staples 15”. The rock shaft 15 is bent
intermediate its ends to form a manually en-
.,a(reable crank 16 which projects through a
slot:16” in the housing. Theends ofthe: roch

The rail 6 .

60

shaft 16 are provided with plate engaging

fingers 17 and 18 which are adapted to bear
aoamst the plates 11 and 12 respectively, to
move them against the action of the springs
to release the rods 8., Therock shaft canbe
held: against rocking by a padlock 19, the
shackle of which may pass:through the open
looped crank 16.

The rails 4 and 7 are prov1ded with luos
20 and 21 respectively, which are adapted to
engage recesses 22 in the rabbets of the win-
dow frame so-that the guard will be held
against sidewise movement. “'When the win-
dow guard is extended the width of the

‘opening of the window frame, so that the

lugs 20 and 21 engage the recesses, the lock
will be put in place so that it will be impos-
sible to retract the guard to remove it from
engagement with the window frame.

When it is desired to remove the-guard
from the window frame the padlock will be
taken off and the rock:shaft 14 will be
rocked so that the fingers 17 and 18 will
press against the plates 11 to move their im-
pmgma edges out of contact with the rods

, then the guard may be removed. :

’ The padlock should preferably have a
shackle of hard steel so that it cannot be

-eagily broken and if the rock shaft 15 is cut

or broken then the plates 11 and 12 cannot
be moved. out of engagement with the rods

‘8. The guard is to be made of metal and

while it 1s not intended as an absolute bur-

glar proof guard, it is intended to prevent:
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sneak thieves and the like from entering a
building through' an open'window in which
the guard is installed.

What I claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters-Patent is:

1. In combination, two frames, each hav-
ing end bars and lonmtudmwl rods, the lon-

01thchnal rods of one. fraitie passingithrougi-

an end bar of a complementary frame, lock—
ing nieclianism carried by one of tlie end
bavs th otigh which the veds of the comple-
mentary flame projects, said loeking mech-
anisin comprising a: 1ock1no plate havmg an
opening ‘through which :one-of the rods ex
tends, the edoe of the opening linpinging on
the: rod, means. for:holding the: ‘plate inim-
pinging position and ' means- for reléasing
the plate froin engagement ‘Wwith therod.::

. In combln‘ltlon, tivo frames; egch liav:
ing. end barsrand longitudinal rods; the lon-
mtudmwl tods-of one frane passmc through
an end barof a complémentary frame,: lock:
ing mechanism carried by one of the end
bats: through wliich the:rods of a comple-
mentary “frame project;. said locking: mecha-
nism: comprising two longltudmaﬂy spaced
locking - plates having: openings' through
which certain of ‘the vods ext tend, the edO‘es
of the openings’ impinging: on: the: 1ods,
meins for holding the plates<in impinging

position: and means for: simultanesusly re-

leasing the plates-from engag ement wvithrthe
Tods.

8.- In combination, two Arames, each-hav-
ing end bars and longitudinal rods the lon-
mtudmal rods of one frame: 1)dSSlllO through
an erid bar of ‘a complementary £z rANTE, lock-
ing mechanism carried by:one-of:the end

bfus through which-the rods of the comple-

mentary- fra ame project] said locking mec cJia-
nism comprising lockmg 1)1:lt(}S h‘n'mfr open-
ings through which certain: of - the Tods ex-
'tend the edges of the openings impinging
on the rods, means for holding the-plates-in

'1n1p1ng1no pos1t10n and means:for releasmo
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the plates from enoawement with the rods,
the last’ named means=comprising a’ rock

shaft in the case having a central crank and

terminal fingers, the fingers being effective
to move the: plates-out: of functional posi-
tion.

4."In combination, two fr ames, each hav-
ing end bars and longitudinal rods, the lon-
01tudln"d rods of one frame passing through
an end bar of a complementary frame, Tocks
ing- mechanism- carried by one of . the. end
bars through -which rods of the complemen-
t'uy frame project, said locking mechanism

: compmsmg plates having openings through

which -certain of .the 1ods extend, the ed%s
of “the opemnos impinging on. the 10([.4,
means for holding. the plates in impinging
posmon' and means for:releasing the plates
from- engagement with the. rods, the last
named means comprising. a rock shaft, par-
allel with one of ‘the end bars: h‘wmg 4 cel-
tral crank and terminal fingers, the fingers
being effective to move the plates out of
functional position, the-crank having.a doop
to be engaged by a hasp:of a pa adlock to pre-
Vent the rock shaft from turning.

. In combination, two guard Fr ames, eam
comprlsmo ‘end -bars and lonmtudmal rods,
the: rods-of ome frame plrowctmo through

one of the end bars of a complunentaly 7

frame, a locking.mechanism carried by one
of the end bars- through::which the rods of
the complementary. frame: pass, said locking
mechanism.including a plate having a trans-
verse: opening in. line .with - the: opening
through which the rod of a compléementary
ouald frame projects-with the edge of the
opening. impinging.on one of the Tods pro-
jeeting. through' it" and. through one of ‘the

end. bals, means for urging. the | plate into im-

pinging. pesition and a rock shi aft to move
the plate out of impinging position. .
In testimony whereof I afix.my. smn‘ttmc

THOMAS W, . HOUSTOX..
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