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My invention relates to an automobile door
Jjoint scuff plate and has for its principal object,
to provide a simple, practical and inexpensive
plate of thin material such as metal or plastics,
and which receives and protects the lower por-
tion of the combined finishing cord and weather
strip that covers the joint between the door and
door post or frame on the inside of the vehicle
and which plate also covers and protects a sub-
stantial area of the lining panel or fabric which
covers the inner face of the door post immedi-
ately adjacent the lower portion of said cord.

The parts covered by my improved plates are
subject to considerable scuffing and resultant dis-
lodgment, wear and discoloration as a result of
contact with the shoes of persons entering and
leaving the car and my improved plates are de-
signed for counteracting these undesirable re-
sults.

With the foregoing and other objects in view,
my invention consists in certain novel features
of construction and arrangement of parts which
will be hereinafter more fully described and
claimed and illustrated in the accompanying
drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 is an interior perspective view of por-
tions of an automobile door side wall and floor
and showing one of the scuff plates in position
for use.

Fig. 2 is an elevational view of one of the scuff
plates. )

Fig. 3 is a top plan view.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged horizontal section taken
on the line 4—4 of Fig; 1.

Fig. b is a vertical section taken on the line
b—5 of Fig. 4.

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a modified form
of the scuff plate.

Referring by numerals to the accompanying
drawing which illustrates a preferred embodi-
ment of my invention, 10 designates the car door,
{1 the floor, 12 the door post, 13 the panel or inner
wall which is secured to post 12 and 14, the finish
cord or weatherstrip which overlies the joint be-
tween the edges of door 10 and post 12.

This cord comprises a core 5, generally a rub-
ber tube covered with fabric 16, the edges of
which are brought together and overlaid by a
thin strip (7 of metal, which together with the
edges of the fabric are suitably secured to the
inner face of door post 12. '

The parts just described are conventional.

My improved scuff plate which may be formed
from thin metal or plastics, comprises a plate 18,
with a channel {9 formed on one vertical edge
and an ear projecting at right angles from the
lower edge to form a foot 208. This foot may he
provided with one or more apertures such as 21,
for reception of a tack, thus anchoring the plate
to floor (1.

The body of plate 18 to the side of channel (9
has a plurality of arcuate ribs 22 pressed therein,
thus materially stiffening said plate and impart-
ing thereto a pleasing decorative effect,
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Pressed from plate (8 near its center and ad-
jacent channel 19, is a short tongue 23 which,
when the plate is applied for use, is positioned
between the edges of the cord covering fabric 16
thus increasing the stability of the joint or con-
nection between cord 14 and the scuff plate.

When my improved scuff plate is installed, it
overlies that corner of the side wall inner panel
which overlies the lower portion of door post {2,
with the lower portion of cord 14, occupying
channel {9, with foot 26 positioned beneath the
floor mat M, and secured to the floor board, by a
tack driven through aperture 21.

In such position, the plate provides substan-
tial protection against scuffing, dislodgment and
discoloration of the lower portion of cord {4 and
lower portion of the wall panel {3, as a result of
contact by the shoes worn by persons entering
and leaving the vehicle. -

The modified form of scuff plate illustrated in
Fig. 6, comprises a substantially rectangular plate
25, provided at one end with a channel 26, which
receives the lower end of cord 14, with an in-
clined flange 27 on the opposite end and which
lies beneath the edge of the floor mat on the
inclined portion of the floor board and on its
lower edge, with a foot 28, which underlies the
floor mat and is secured to the floor board by a
tack or the like.

Thus it will be seen that I have provided a
scuff plate for automobile door joints, that is
simple in structure, inexpensive of manufacture
and very effective in performing the functions for
which it is intended.

Various changes in the size, form and construc-
tion of the various parts of my improved scuff
plate may be made and substituted for those here-
in shown and described without departing from
the spirit of the invention, the scope of which
is set forth in the appended claim.

I claim as my invention:

A scuff plate comprising a vertical plate, a
cord receiving channel on one end of said plate,
a cord engaging tongue pressed from the metal
in said plate toward said channel, an inclined
flange at the opposite end of said vertical plate,
and a foot extending at right angles from said
vertical plate between said cord receiving chan-
nel and inclined plate.-

THOMAS H. CORE.
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