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. The present invention relates to instrumen 
talities applicable to the keyboard of a typewriter 
or like device, for facilitating the teaching of or 
the acquisition of practical experience in opera 

stion of the keyboard by what is common called 
“the touch System'. In carrying out the inven 
tion, the keyboard is first divided by a partition 
Which extends above the surface of the keyboard, 
thus aSSigning one-half of the keyboard to each 

10 of the hands of the operator, and providing the 
alternative keys of each divided portion With 
Surfaces which can be readily distinguished by 
touch, and in further arranging these touch 
distinguishing Surfaces so that the keys having 

5. Such Surfaces will be staggeredly arranged in the 
. Several horizontal roWS of each Section of the 
keyboard. 
With the above and other objects in view, the 

invention resides in the Sundry devices and in 
20 their mode of disposition on the keyboard and 

in the details of construction, combination and 
arrangement of parts hereinafter more fully de 
Scribed and pointed out in the appended claims. 

In the drawing, which shows the preferred em 
25 bodiment of the invention as at present devised: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the keyboard of a 
typewriter equipped with the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a transverse Sectional view taken 
Substantially on line 2-2 of Figure 1; and 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the division 
partition or guide. 
In practicing the invention, the keyboard 10 of 

a typewriter Or like device is divided by a parti 
tion 11 which is inserted between the keys “5’ 

35 and “6”, (st: and “y', ''g'' and 'h', and ‘b’ and 
'n'. This partition 11 may be provided from 
cardboard, light Wood, fiber, rubber, or other self 

. Sustaining sheet material and consists of an elon 
gated Strip having One end portion a cut on a 

40 line Which extends at an acute angle with respect 
to the upper edge b of the partition 11. The oth 
er end portion c of the partition is formed On its 
end side With an upWardly extending cut-out por 
tion or recess d Which Overlies the Spacing bar 12 

45 of the keyboard and is of Such dimensions as to 
have its edges Well Spaced from the bar to per 
mit free and unhindered movement thereof. The 
lower for Ward extremity of the end C of the par 
tition rests upon the front bar 13 of the frame. 

50 The lower edge of the partition 11 may be cut 
on an upwardly inclined line or other Suitable 
manner So that the partition Will not interfere 
With the Supporting arms of the keys. In order 
to give additional stability to the dividing parti 

55.tion when in operative position, its lower edge is 

.30 

(C. 19-101) 

provided at an intermediate portion. With a doWn 
Wardly extending leg which may engage With the 
Supporting surface of the typewriter or With SOme 
rigid part of the typewriter frame. When the 
partition is inserted in place, its rear edge a Will 60 
rest against the front face of the typeWriter frame 
and its front lower extremity will rest upon the 
front bar frame 13 of the keyboard. 
Thus it will be seen that the division partition 

may be readily inserted and removed as desired 65 
without requiring any fastening members or ele 
ments of any kind. It will also be seen that When 
the partition is inserted in place, it will be held 
in position between the keys and adjacent Sur 
face of the typewriter frame and will extend well 70 
above the surface of the keyboard. 
After the keyboard has been divided in the 

manner described, the keys of each horizontal 
row of each divided portion are rendered distinc 
tive from an adjacent key and this is accom- 75 
plished by providing cover members 14 having a 
roughened or other surface distinctive by touch 
from an adjacent key of the same row. To this 
end a plurality of cover members 14 having raised 
or roughened surfaces are provided and are ap- 80 
plied to alternative keys of each row With respect 
to the division partition in such a manner that 
similar keys of adjacent rows will be staggeredly 
arranged. Thus, on the left side of the partition 
11 the keys “5” and “g' will be covered with the 85 
raised or roughened surface whereas the keys 't' 
and “b’ will be smooth or uncovered: and on the 
right side of the partition 11 the keys “6” and 
'h' are covered with roughened or raised Surfaces 
while the keys “y” and “n” are Smooth or un- 90 
covered. 
By this arrangement, if the operator is strik 

ing the first or top row of either of the divided 
sections, he will know by the touch of the key 
whether he is striking the proper key in that 95 
particular row. If the same finger is to Strike a 
key in the next or any lower row, by the Sane 
token the operator will know by touch. Whether 
the proper key has been struck. 
The present invention does not contemplate 100 

distinguishing the shift keys, but only the numer 
als, letters of the alphabet and the punctuation 
marks. It is not contemplated to have the chair 
acter of the surfaces of the different keys Widely 
differentiated or in other words, have a diversity 105 
of characteristic surfaces distinguishable by 
touch. It is only contemplated to have, Say, tWO 
distinguishable Surfaces, namely a Snooth Sur 
face and a roughened Or raised Surface, Whereby 
the operator or student will be relieved of remen- 10 
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bering or identifying a diversity of Surfaces for 
each individual number or letter of the alphabet. 
In this specification and the annexed draw 

ing, the invention is disclosed in the form in. 
Which it is considered to be the best, but the in 
vention is not limited to such form because it is 
capable of being embodied in other forms; and 
it is to be understood that in and by the claims 
following the description herein it is intended to 
cover the invention in whatever form it may be 
embodied within the Scope thereof. 

Having thus described the invention, what is 
claimed is: 

1. The combination with a keyboard of a typ 
ing machine, of means for facilitating the learn 
ing of the touch system for the operation of Said 
keyboard, said means including a single piece of 
self-sustaining sheet material to be inserted be 
tween the keys operated by the right hand and 
the keys operated by the left hand, thus forming 
a division partition for the keyboard and having 
its upper edge extending above the Surface of the 
keyboard, the rear edge of said partition being 
formed to bear against the front frame of the 
typewriter, and its forward edge being adapted 
to rest upon the front frame bar of the keyboard, 
whereby said partition is removably supported 
without fasteners in position between Said keys 
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and without hindering the operation of adjacent 
keys, cover members for said keys, the surfaces 
of Said cover members on alternate keys in each 
horizontal row on opposite sides of said partition 
being alike but distinguishable by touch from 
the surfaces of adjacent keys of the row; and 
further said key surfaces in each horizontal row 
of the keyboard being staggeredly arranged with 
respect to those of adjacent rows and from Said 
partition. 

2. The combination with a keyboard of a typ 
ing machine, of means for facilitating the learn 
ing of the touch System for the operation of Said 
keyboard, said means including a single piece of 
self-sustaining sheet material to be inserted be 
tween the keys operated by the right hand and 
the keys operated by the left hand, thus form 
ing a division partition for the keyboard, cover 
members for said keys, the Surfaces of said cover 
members on alternate keys in each horizontal row 
on opposite sides of said partition being alike but 
distinguishable by touch from the Surfaces of 
adjacent keys of the row; and further, said key 
Surfaces in each horizontal row of the keyboard 
being staggeredly arranged with respect to those 
of adjacent rows and from Said partition. 
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