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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that X, Jor~ E. HoovEr, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Washington, in the District of Columbia,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Hat Protectors, of which the
following is a specification. :

The present invention relates generally to
improvements in that class of inventions

1 known as apparel and more particularly has

reference to hat protectors. :

"The invention has for its primary aim and
device of the above char-
acter formed of water-proof material and
designed for removable engagement over 2
hat, preferably a straw, to protect the same
in inclement weather, and while traveling
on a train or riding in automobiles, or’ the
like, the device also being of such a nature
that it may be placed and retained within
the crown of the hat when not in use and
without inconveniencing the wearer.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a protector to be worn over the hat
and made of water-proof material, of such
a nature as to permit ‘the passage of air
therethrough, so as to obviate any interfer-
ence with the natural coolness of the hat
when the protector is over the hat or when
it is stored away within the crown.

As an additional and equally important

object, the invention embraces the provision
of a device of the above character wherein
improved means is employed for supporting
the crown of the protector; that is holding
the same in an extended position, and in
frictionally engaging the inner surface of
the side of the crown of the hat for the re-
said means
being preferably formed from a single piece
of resilient and relatively stiff wire bent de-
sirably into the form of an open oval shaped
ring.
I% is a more specific object of the inven-
tion to provide a device of the above char-
acter wherein the outer edges of the top
crown piece of the protector and the upper
edges of the side crown piece are connected
together to form a casing, while the ends of
the ring are formed with knobs to prevent
injury to the protector or hat.

‘Among the other aims and objects of the
invention may be recited the provision of a
device of the above mentioned character with
a view to compactness and wherein the num-
ber of parts are few, the construction sim-

ple, the cost of production low, and the effi-
ciency high. - - | o

Further objects as well as the nature,
characteristic features and scope of this in-
vention will be more readily understood
from the following description taken in con-
pection with the accompanying drawings
and pointed out in the claim forming a part
of this specification. :

The invention is clearly illustrated in the

accompanying drawings, in which:— -
_ Figurelisa perspective view showing the
invention applied about a hat,

Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view
thereof; o '

Figure 3 is an enlarged- fragmentary
transverse sectional detail through the crown
of a hat, showing the protector. arranged
therein when not in use, and

Figure 4 s a top plan view of the ring.

Similar. characters of reference are em-
ployed in all of the above described views
to indicate corresponding parts. :

Referring now, more particularly, to the
drawings there is provided the improved
protector generally designated by the nu-
meral 1 for removable engagement with a
hat 2. In the present instance the protector
may be said to consist of a top- crown piece
3 connected with the upper edges of an an-
nular side crown piece 4 in any suitable
manner such as by stitches or the like 5,
care being taken to form an annular casing
or the like 6 at the time the parts are con-
nected. This casing or passageway 6 may be
formed, however, in any suitable way, either
entirely in the piece 3 or entirely in the
piece 4, but it is desirable to have the pas-
sage adjacent the meeting edges of the parts
3 and 4. Suitably connected to the lower
edges of the side crown piece is the annular
brim piece 7 which with the top and side
crown pieces is formed of suitable water-
proof or water-proofed material of a flexible
nature, such as cotton or the like. I prefer
to use water-proof fabrics treated in such a
way that the cells of the fibres, through an
electro-chemical reaction, are impregnated
with a water-repellent substance, the spaces
between the threads remaining unclogged so
that air may readily pass through the fabric
and ventilation be assured. Fabrics of this
character and the process of making the
same are disclosed in U. S. Letters Patent
933.861, September 14, 1907, and 1,208.400.
December 12, 1916. Means is also provided
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for contracting the outer edges of the brim
piece which may consist of an elastic band 8
retained within a casing 9 formed at the
outer edges of said brim piece.

With a view toward providing the im-
proved supporting means for the crown

piece 3 an open oval shaped expansible ring:

10 is employed being preferably formed of
relatively stiff wire. The ends of the ring
desirably terminate in knobs 11 to prevent
injury to the protector, when:being: inserted
or when in the' proteetor itself, subsequent
to the insertion of: the ring into the casing 6
through- an opening. 12 situated at any con-
venient point preferably on‘the inside there-
of. By this-arrangement the crown piece 3
is held extended and lies smoothly over the
crown of the lat 2 while the side crown
plece snugly engages the side of the hat
crown ‘and: the casing: 9- with the band 8
therein engages: beneath the outer edge of
the hat bram: and holds the brim: piece 7
thereover as indicated. When removed; the
band: & contracts and:draws the brim piece T
within: the edges of and beneath the crown
piece 3. Subsequently the ring 10 may be
slightly contracted and the protector in-
verted -and inserted within the crown of the
hat 2, so that when released owing to the
expansion of- the ring, the protector is fric:
tionally engaged: with the inner surface of
the side crown: piece of the hat 2; as shown
in Figure 3. The hat may be worn in this
manner without inconveniencing the- wearer,

" In connection with the ring,
stated that should it lose some of its ex-
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as is apparent. The protector, being light in
weight, adds no appreciable weight to the
hat, either when in use or when stored away
In the crown of the hat; and being made of
water-proof porous material, does not in-
terfere with the ventilation of the hat. ]
it may be

pansibility it is  only necessary to. remove
the same from the casing and- spread the
same, such as by drawing the wire through
the hands. As-a result, when it is' replaced,
1t maintains- its usual effectiveness.

Having thus fully described the invention
what is claimed as new and desired to bo
secured- by Letters  Patent is:— ,

A hat protector including a- top crown
Plece, a side crown piece having. its upper
edge connected to the outer edge of the top
crown piece,- an annular tubular- casing ar-
ranged at the place’ of connection of said
pieces-and provided with a mouth,.a resilient
split- ring arranged in- said casing and
adapted  to be removed from the casing
throngh said mouth, said ring having knobs
at its ends to prevent puncturing. of the
casing while threading the ring into or re-
moving ‘the same from said casing, a:brim
piece connected to the lower edge of the side
crown piece and. provided at. its edge with
an elastic band;
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

JOHN E. HOOVER,



