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2 Claims, (Cl 225—47)

The present invention relates to a dispenser container
for rolled sheet material and in addition, to siructural
features providing means for facilitating the dispensing
of plastic films which have an inherent affinity for the
container and cause difficulties in dispensing with hereto-
fore known dispenser-containers.

Generally, there is provided a container of triangular
transverse cross section formed from a single blank of
cardboard or equivalent sheet material. - The blank has
scored lines defining folding panels and has locking tabs
insertable in die cut slots for holding the container in
assembled condition without the need of adhesive or other

fastening means. One panel has fixed to its free edge,

a serrated cutter strip and is medially longitudinally
creased so as to be foldable about the crease to dispose
the cutter strip at and along the apex of the container;
said panel lies flat against the inner face of the closure
panel of the container during shipping and storage there-
of, thus protectively enclosing the cutier strip within the
containér. A pair of triangular pieces of corrugated
board is centrally apertured to receive the hub poriions
of outwardly flanged cup-shaped elements which serve
as bearing posts for rotatably supporting the ends of
rows of sheet material within the container. Resilient
pads of anti-skid material may be adhered to the under
surface of the base panel to prevent sliding of the con-
tainer during the sheet severing operation. A handle
may convenienily be provided for the container by cut-
ting aligned inwardly bendable flaps in two panels defin-
ing the base and a sloping side panel.

It is an object of the invention to provide a combined
container and dispenser for rolled sheet material, which
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container-dispenser is formed from a single blank of card-

board or equivalent sheet material and which is assem-
bled by locking the folded panels thereof together by
integral tabs inserted in die cut slots in the blank.

It is another object to provide such a device which is
of triangular transverse cross section and in which the
dispensing and cutting portions thereof are located at
an apex of the container centered over the base thereof
for stability against tipping during the sheet severing
operation.

It is a further object to mount the sheet severing ele-
ment on an edge of a panel that protectively lies within
the container during shipping and storage and which is
foldable about a scored mid line to position the sever-
ing element at the container apex when set up for dis-
pensing.

It is yet another object to provide a device of the char-
acter set forth in which the closure panel is held closed
by a pair of tabs each undercut at one end and arcuately
curved at the other end to facilitate insertion and removal
of said tabs to and from closure fastening positions.

It is a further cobject to provide such a container dis-
penser having non-skid elements on its bottom panel ad-
jacent its forward edge to prevent sliding of the container
during sheet severing.

It is another object of the invention to provide a de-
vice of the character set forth which is simple in con-
struction, inexpensive to manufacture and yet effective
and efficient in use.

Other and further objects of the invention will become
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apparent from a reading of the following specification
taken in conjunction with the drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention, showing the parts in shipping
or storing arrangement;

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view similar to FIGURE 1
but showing the device set up for dispensing the sheet
material;

FIGURE 3 is an end elevational view of the disclosure
of FIGURE 2 in transverse section taken on line 3—3
of FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 4 is an end elevational view similar to FIG-
URE 3, taken on line 4—4 of FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 5 is a plan view of the die cut blank from
which the container is formed;

FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the supporting
members for the roll of sheet material;

FIGURE 7 is a fragmentary side elevational view of
the assembled container and roll of sheet material, in
section and taken on line 7—7 of FIGURE 10;

FIGURE 8 is a perspective view illustrating the initial
steps of folding the blank to form the container;

FIGURE 9 is a perspective view similar tc FIGURE §
and showing the assemblage immediately prior to closing
the container for shipping;

FIGURE 10 is a fragmentary end elevational view of
the completed and closed assemblage; and,

FIGURE 11 is an end elevational view of the assem-
bled and closed container, partly broken away, to illus-
trate the use of the carrying handle construction.

With reference now to the drawings, the numeral i9
generally designates the combined coniainer and dis-
penser. Device 19 is formed basically from a single
die cut blank generally designated 11 (FIGURE 5).
Blank 11 is desirably simultaneously cut to the shape
shown in FIGURE 5 and provided with indented score
Lines collectively designated by the numeral 12 which
divide the blank 11 into hingedly connected panels and
with integral tabs and cooperating slots for receiving the
tabs for connecting the varicus panels in assembled rela-
tionship, as will hereinafter be fully described.

The large or approximately square blank portion or
panel 13 constitutes the base panel of the container.
Base or bottom panel 13 is hingedly conmected by a
scored fold line 14 to a sloping side panel 15 and along
its opposite edge by the fold line 16 to the closure panel
17. The ends of the container are formed by the inte-
grally adjoined triangular panels 18 and 19 foldably con-
nected to the ends of the side wall panel 15 by the scored
fold lines 20 and 21. End panels 18 and 19 are similasly
connected to triangular panels 22 and 23 along the fold
lines 24 and 25, respectively. The fold lines 24 and 25
are interrupted by die cut tongues 26 and 27, which re-
main in the plane of panels 1§ and 19, respectively,
when panels 22 and 23 are folded at right angles to said
panpels. This construction provides slots into which the
upiurned tabs 28 and 29 are received to fasten the panels
13, 15, 18, 19, 22 and 23 in the container. defininig rela-
tive positions best illustrated in FIGURE 8, with the
panels 22 and 23 lying flat against and reinforcing the
end edges of bottom panel 13. )

The end walls of the container are reinforced by a
pair of triangular panels 30 and 31 joined to the panels
318 and 1% by the double fold lines 32 and 33. The
double fold lines 32 and 33 are interrupted by the die
cut tongues 34 and 35 which remain in the plane of
panels 18 and 19 when panels 30 and 31 are folded
inwardly and downwardly against the end panels 18 and
19 (as shown in FIGURE 8). The slois left by cutiing
the tongues 34 and 35 from the blank are adapted to
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receive the closure anchoring tabs 36 and 37. The tabs
36 and 37 are deeply notched or undercut at 38 and 39
to produce the retaining tongues 40 and 41, respectively,
which engage the upper portion of fold lines 24 and 25 to
securely fasten the closure panel in the positions thereof
shown in FIGURES 3 and 4.

This operation is made possible by the horizontally
and mediaily disposed fold line 42 impressed into the
closure panmel 17 and about which the panel is bent to
shorten the same to permit insertion of the ends of tongues
49 and 41 into their locking slots as illustrated in
FIGURE 10. It should here also be noted that fasten-
ing tabs 28 and 39 are-also desirably undercut, but to
Iesser degrees, at 43 to provide tongues for preventing
inadvertent displacement of the tabs 28 and 29 from
the slots formed by the die cutting of tongues 26 and 27,
as previously described.

An important aspect of the present invention lies in the
construction and arrangement of the combined closure
and cutter carrying panel 44 joined by the hinge provid-
ing fold line 45 to the apex edge of side panel 15. Dur-
ing transportation and storage of the combined container
and dispenser, panel 44 lies extended in a single plane and
flat against the under surface of closure panel 17, as best
seen in FIGURE 4. A serrated cutting blade of strip
metal or hard plastic material (designated by numeral 46)
is fixed to the free edge of the panel 44 as by the use of
eyelet type rivets 47.° :
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The panel 44 is desirably provided with a pair of finger

receiving notches 48 to facilitate grasping and swinging
panel 44 out of its storage position of FIGURE 4. The
panel 44 is medially and horizontally creased at 49 so
that when the container is being set up to serve as a dis-
penser, panel 44 may be folded about the line 49 to bring
the cutter blade 47 into sheet severing position, as best
seen in FIGURES 2 and 3. Panel 44 is then held in its
folded or doubled position by closure panel 17 and its
locking tabs 36 and 27, as shown in FIGURE 3..

The roll 50 of sheet plastic or other material is sup-
ported within container 10 by a pair of cup-shaped ele-
ments formed of sheet metal or plastic. The hub por-
tions 51 of said elements are snugly held in circular aper-
tures formed centrally of the triangular pieces 52 of cor-
rugated board or other suitable material. - Integral flanges
53 formed on the rims of the hub portions 51 prevent
inward displacement of said portions 51.. The hubs 51
are of sufficient axial extent to extend through the sup-
porting cardboard members 52 and into. the ends of the
paper or cardboard cylinder 54 upon which the plastic
material 50 is wound or rolled in known manner. Hubs
51 thus form trunnion type bearing posts for supporting
roll 59 for free and easy rotation as the sheet material is
unrolled from the container. It should be noted that the
upper edge of closure parel 17 terminates a sufficient dis-
tance from the upper edge of cutter strip 46 so as to leave
at all times an easily grasped protruding end portions of
the sheet material: The width of said protruding end
portion is indicated by bracket 55 in FIGURE 2.

To prevent sliding of the dispensing container during
the dispensing and severing operation just described, it is
desirable to adhere to bottom panel 13 adjacent its for-
ward edge, two or more anti-skid pads 55’ of sponge
rubber or equivalent surface gripping material.

- As a convenience of carrying the container, a pair of
tongues 56 may be die cut in panels 13 and 15 on oppo-

site and aligned sides of fold line 14, so that said tongues-

56 may be pressed inwardly toward each other, as best
seen in FIGURE 11 to permit insertion of the fingers of
the user’s hands for convenient carrying of the dispenser

container.
To convert the closed container of FIGURE 1 into the

dispensing device of FIGURE 2, closure panel 17 is
squeezed vertically and transversely so as to cause the mid
portion thereof to buckle upwardly from the full line po-
sition to the broken line position shown in FIGURE 10.
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This movement of the free end of closure panel 17 is
made possible by the arcuate surfaces 57 on tabs 36 and
37, which arcuate surface assists in camming the tabs 36
and 37 by engagement of the arcuate surface 57 against
the lower edge of their receiving slots adjacent tabs 34 and
35, When closure panel 17 is opened, the cutter carrying
panel 44 is then doubled along its full line 49 into the rela-
tive position of the parts thereof shown in FIGURE 3.
The doubled panel 44 is prevented from swinging down-
wardly into the interior of the container 10 by the en-
gagement of its end portions against the edges of the roll
supporting boards 52 (see FIGURE 9). Closure panel
17 is then returned into the enclosing and locking position
of FIGURE 3, and the device is now set up for dispensing
the sheet material as shown in FIGURE 2.

While but one form of the invention has been shown
and described herein, it will be readily apparent to those
skilled in the art that many minor modifications may be
made without departing from the spirit of the invention
or the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is: -

1. A combined container and dispenser for rolled sheet
material, comprising: a container of triangular cross sec-
tion, said container being formed of a single die cut blank
of relatively stiff sheet material readily bendable along
scored lines dividing said blank into edge joined container
wall panels, two of said panels being rectangular and de-
fining the bottom panel and an edge joined sloping side
panel, a third rectangular panel joined to the other edge of
said bottom panel by a hinge-forming scored line and serv-
ing as a closure panel for said container, a fourth rectan-
gular panel edge joined to the upper margin of said sloping
side panel, the free margin of said fourth rectangular panel
being constructed and arranged to serve as a sheet sever-
ing cutting means protectively enclosed within said con-
tainer when said fourth rectangular panel lies therewithin
flat against the inner face of said closure panel, said fourth
rectangular panel having a medially and horizontally dis-
posed scored line whereby said panel can be folded out-
wardly and upwardly about said line to locate said cutting
means adjacent the apex of said container for engage-
ment with and severance of a sheet of said rolled mate-
rial pulled outwardly thereover between said fourth panel:
and said closure panel, a plurality of triangular panels edge -
joined to each other and to certain ends of said rectan-
gular panels and foldable to define end wall of said con-
tainer, and integral tabs formed on said blank and co-
operating with die cut- slots in said blank to lock said
panels in assembled and closed relative positions.

2. A combined container and dispenser for rolled sheet
material comprising: a container of triangular cross sec-
tion, said container being formed of a single die cut blank
of relatively stiff sheet material readily bendable along
scored lines dividing said blank into edge joined con-
tainer wall panels, two of said panels being rectangular
and defining the bottom panel and an edge joined sloping
side panel, a third rectangular panel joined to the other
edge of said bottom panel by a hinge-forming scored line
and serving as a closure panel for said container, a fourth
rectangular panel edge joined to the upper margin of said
sloping side panel, the free margin of said fourth rectan-
gular panel being constructed and arranged to serve as
a sheet severing cutting means protectively enclosed with-
in said container when said fourth rectangular panel lies
therewithin flat against the inner face of said closure panel,
said fourth rectangular panel having a medially and hori-
zontally disposed scored line whereby said panel can be
folded outwardly and upwardly about said line to locate
said cutting means adjacent the apex of said container for
engagement with and severance of a sheet of said rolled
material pulled outwardly thereover between said fourth
panel and said closure panel, a plurality of triangular
panels edge joined to each other and to certain ends of
said rectangular panels and foldable to define end walls
of said container, integral tabs formed on said blank and
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cooperating with die cut slots in said blank to lock said
panels in assembled and closed relative positions, a pair
of post-like bearing elements for supporting a roil of sheet
material substantially coaxially of said container, and
means supporting said bearing elements ceatrally of said
end walls, said last-mentioned means comprising triangu-
lar pieces of relatively stiff sheet material centrally aper-
tured to receive said post-like elements.
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