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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SARAH -A. MENDEL, o
resident of Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Water-Proof Cloaks
for Ladies’ Use, of which T do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification.

A serious objection met with in the use of
the ordinary water-proof cloak is that whileit
covers the outside of the skirts, it fails to pro-
tect the bottom thereof, so that if the streets
are muddy such portion of the skirts constantly
drag upon the grond and aresoiled. To over-
come this ob]e(tlon it is enstomary to pin up
the skirts, so that they will not extend below
the water-proof cloak and will be lifted from
the ground.

The object of my present invention is to
provide a water-proof cloak of such construe-
tion that the soiling of the bottom of the skirts
by contact with the muddy streets may be
avoided without the necessity of piunino up
the skirts for such purpose.

To this end my invention consists, primarily,
in the combination, with a water-proof cloak,
of a pocket :Ldapted to receive the lower por-
tion of the skirt. and provided with suitable
supports for the inner side of said pocket.

Myinvention also consists in combining with
the water-proof cloak an open pocket adapted
to receive the bottom of the skirts and pro-
vided with suitable springs for sustaining the
inner side of said pocket and clasping the bot-
tom of the skirt.

My invention also consists in certain novel
details of construction hereinafter described,
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, and
particularly defined in the claims at the end of
this specification. -

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a woman’s
ﬁome having my. improved cloak applied
ther cto, pmts being broken away for the pur-
pose of better 111ust1at1011 Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of the cloak par tly opened. Fig.
3 iy an enlarged detail view of one of the sup-
ports for the open pocket of the cloak. Fig.
4isa snmlm view of a modified form of spring.
Fig. 5 is a detail side view of a form of spring
smulm to that shown in Fig. 4, and being also
shown in connection with the open pocke‘r
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A designates the main body of the cloak,
which may Dbe of the usual or any suitable con-
struction.

To the inner side of the lower portion of the
cloak is attached, by sewing or inother suitable
manner, the open pocket B, which will be of a
convenient depth to veceive and protect the
bottom of the wearer’s skirts. This pocket is
preferably formed of water-proof material and
by preference, also, is extended around the en-
tire lower portion of the cloak, and at its front
free edges is provided with the buttons & and
corresponding button-holes, a

Between the thicknesses of the pocket B
will be suitably fastened—as, for example,
between rows of stitches 0>—the supports C,
one arm, ¢, of each support being connected
to the fold or side of the pocket next the
cloak, and the arms ¢’ being connected to the
inner or free fold or side of .the pocket be-
tween the thicknesses thereof. Any desired
number of -these supports may be employed,
and any suitable material may be usedin their
construction. T prefer, however, to form the
supports C of elastic or spring metal, possess-
ing not only sufficient rigidity to hold the in-
ner or free fold of the pocket in vertical posi-
tion, but also having sufficient elasticity to
clasp and retain the lower portion of the
skirts after they have been placed within the
pocket.

- In Tig. 3 of the drawings the support C is
shown as provided with a clasp, D, which
serves to give increased tension or rigidity to
the support for the purpose of better retain-
ing the skirts within the pocket.

In the modified construction of support
shown in Fig. 4 the two arms ¢ and ¢ are pro-
vided at their ends with the eyes ¢*,which en-
able the supports to be more firmly held in
position within the pockets, and at the baseof
this modified form of supporta turn orloop in
the metal is made for the purpose of enabling
the support to more securely hold the skirts
when piaced within the pocket.

It will be readily understood that the pre-
cise details of construction hereinafter set out
may be varied widely without departing from
the spirit of my invention.

- From the foregoing deseription of the parts
the operation -of my improved water-proof
will be seen to be as follows: The wearer will
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place the cloak over her-shoulders and button
the same in the nsual manner, after which,
with her arms inside the cloak, she will lift
her skirts and place the bottoms thereof with-
in the open pocket B. With the skirts thus
placed within the pocket they will not only be
lifted above the pavement, but, by the inner
side of the pocket, will be protected from con-
taet with the muddy shoes of the wearer.

It is obvious that when the skirts are set
within the pocket the weight of the skirts is
sustained by the cloak from the shoulders of
the wearcr.

I am aware that it has been heretofore pro-
posed to provide a water-proof eloak with a
pocket extending around the bottom and
adapted to receive the edges of the dress-skirt;
but in such prior construction the inner side of
the pocket was sustained by means of straps
connected to a band around the waist of the
wearer. Tam also well aware that it has been
heretofore proposed to construct a dress-pro-
tector in the form of a circular bag adapted to
envelop the lower part of the skirt, said bag
being sustained by straps from a waistband,
and being provided with a series of metal
clasps to press its sides against the hottom of
the skirt when placed therein. I am not
awaie, however, that prior to my present in-
vention it has ever been proposed to provide
an ordinary water-proof cloak with a pocket
extending around its Jower portion, the inner
side ot said pocket heing provided with sup-
ports connected to and sustained entirely by
the body of the cloak, so that the edges of the
dress-skirts can be placed within the mouth of
the pocket withount the necessity of lifting the
skirts any considerable distance.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what T

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters g0
Patent, is— ‘

1. The combination, with a water-proof
cloak and a pocket adapted toreceivethe lower
portion of the dress-skirt, of supports for the
inner side of said pocket extending fromthe g5
top of said innerside downwardly and attached
to and sustained by the body of the cloak, sub-
stantially as deseribed. )

2. The combination, with a water- proof
cloak having a pocket adapted to reccive the 5o
lower portion of the dress-skirt, of supports
for the inner side of said pocket, said supports
extending from the top ol said inner side down-
wardly and being eonnected with the body of
the cloak and being formed of sufficiently rigid 55
material to retain the pocket in vertical po-
sition when the dress-skirt is placed therein,
substantially as described.

3. The combination, with a water-proof
cloak having a pocket attached to the lower 6o
portion of the cloak and adapted to receive the
lower portion of the dress-skirt, of spring-
metal supports attached to the body of the
cloak for sustaining theinnerside of the pocket
and clasping the bottom of the skirt, substan- 55
tially as described.

4. The combination, with a water-proof
cloak, of a pocket adapted to reccive the bot-
tom of the dress-skirt, said pocket heing at-
tached at its bottom to the cloak, and metal 7¢
supports for the pocket connected to the cloak
and extending to the top of the innerside of
the pocket, substantially as deseribed.

SARAH A. MENDEL.

Witnesses:
JAMES H. PEIRCE,
GEOo. P. FISHER, Jr.




