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The present invention relates to letter files,
temporary binders and the like of the type
wherein the papers to be filed are received
on flexible tongues, said tongues and filed
papers being removable as a unit from the
binder, and aims to provide certain improve-
ments therein. Devices of this type as con-
ventionally constructed consists of an anchor

plate, secured to a cover of the file, adapted
to support a member having a pair of~

tongues to be pushed through or to receive
the papers to be filed, a retaining member
having openings through which the tongues

are threaded and over which said tongues can -

be bent down to lie flat, and means for_hold-
ing said tongues in their bent down or
flattened position. In most of these devices
the constructions are too expensive -to be
commercially practicable, or the means for
holding the tongues in bent-down position
are difficult, inconvenient or awkward to
manipulate, or are such as require too much
time for performing the filing operation.

_According to'the present invention I pro-
vide an improved and simplified binder of
the type described which overcomes the
objectionable features inherent in the earlier
devices. Specifically, my improved device
consists of an anchor 'plate permanently
affixed to a cover of the file, said anchor
plate having a resilient lip under which a
tongued, flexible member can be positioned
and removably held so that the ends thereof
can receive the papers to be filed, a slotted

5 retaining member adapted to be laterally

positionable over the filed papers and engage
the tongiued member, and a latching device

~ pivotally carried by the retaining member,
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adapted to cover sald tongues and hold them
in bent down position against accidental
removal. The invention also embodies other
features of novelty which will be hereinafter
more fully described. .

A preferred embodiment of my invention
is shown in the accompanying drawings,
wherein )

Figure 1 is a transverse section of a file
embodying my invention, said section being
taken on the line 1—1 of Fig. 5. ,

Fig. 2 is a top ‘plan view of the anchor
plate in the present invention. _ .

Fig. 3 is a top plan view: of the invention
with the latching member in partly closed
position. - :

“Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 with the
latching member in closed position. -

Fig.'5 is a longitudinal section taken along
the line 5-—5 of Fig. 1. S

Referring to the drawings, let A, A’ indi-
cate the covers of a file or binder, B an an-
chor plate affixed to the cover A, C a tongued
member adapted to be mounted on said
anchor plate, E the correspondence -or filed
papers, F a retaining member for holding
the papers E in place, and G a latching
member adapted to hold the bent down
tongues of the member C against accidental
displacement.- , : R

The anchor plate B, which is preferably
formed of sheet metal, may be directly
secured to the cover A, or, as shown in the
drawings, it is first affixed to an intermediate
carrier member D by being riveted thereto,
as shown at 3, after which the carrier mem-
ber D may be secured to the cover by adhe-
sive or other suitable means. The plate B is
formed with lateral slots b’ near its oppo-
site ends, which slotting provides the plate
with a lip %* under which an intermediate
portion ¢ of the tongued member C is adapt-
ed to be received and held when the corre-
spondence-receiving -ends ¢’ of the tongue
are inserted in the slots 3’. To effectively
hold the member C jn said position the lip
b* is formed near its free edge with detents
b or equivalent means which render said
edge more rigid and give to the lip as a
whole greater resiliency and increased
clamping engagement with the cover.

The retaining member F consists of a strip
of sheet metal formed with a pair of lateral
slots f adapted to coincide with the slots in
the anchor plate B, said retaining member.
being laterally positionable and slidable over
the filed correspondence to engage the ends
¢’ of the tongued member, which ends are
adapted to be bent down to lie flat against
said retaining member. To accommodate
the bent down ends ¢’, the retaining member
I is formed with a pair of struck-up longi-
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tudinal ribs f forming therebetween a

trough in which said bent down tongues
are receivable. To facilitate the bending
down operation and to insure against acci-.
dental withdrawal or removal of the re-
taining member from said tongues, each of
the slots f therein is formed with an incut.
or offset portion f?, said incuts extending
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in the direction in which the tongued ends
are bent down.

To insure against displacement or opening
of the bent down tongues whereby they may
be injured or do injury to the filed corre-
spondence, I have provided the latching
member G, which, as herein shown, consists
of a flat strip of metal of substantially the
same length as the retaining member I to
which it is pivotally secured at one end, as
shown at ¢ and over which it is movable and
adapted to be latched at its other end. The

latching engagement is accomplished through

the turning up and over of the end f* of the
retaining member, as best shown in Figs. 3,
4 and 5, the middle point of said turned up
end being provided with a detent or V f*
adapted to engage and co-operate with a
similarly formed detent ¢’ in the free end of
the latching member G. The corners of the
free end of the latching member are pref-
erably ‘rounded so as to readily engage
under the lip f* upon bringing the latching
member into engaging position: from either
side. To facilitate the manipulation of the
latching member G into and out of latching
position, the lateral edges of said member
are turned up, as shown at ¢g* to provide it
with ‘blunt finger-engageable portions.

I use the tongued member C, which may

~be in the form of a flat flexible strip or

40

needle, first has its intermediate portion ¢
inserted under. the resilient lip 6* and its
free ends brought through the slots ' and
extended at right angles to the plate B. In
this position it is adapted to receive. the

correspondence or papers E to be filed there--

on. The retaining member F is then applied
over the filed papers to laterally engage the
tongues ¢ in the slots f.” Thereafter the

. tonges ¢ are bent down“to Lie in the trough
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formed between the struck-up ribs ’ in the

retaining member, after which the latching
member G is moved about its pivot ¢ into
protecting position ~over the . bent‘ down
tongues dnd brought into latching engage-
ment with the detent device f* of the retain-
ing member. The papers as thus filed are
gecurely held in place against accidental re-
moval, as are the tongues ¢’. ‘

To add or remove any papers from the

binder, the reverse operations up to the point

of bringing the tongues into position for
receiving papers are carried out.

When the binder is filled to its capacity
or ‘when it is ‘desired to remove the filed
correspondence from:the file as a unit the
member, G is first unlatched, the retaining
member F is removed and the tongues with
the filed papers thereon’ can be removed
from the anchor plate by merely applying
a little force thereto in the 'direction of the
free edge of the lip, which will permit the
intermediate portion ¢ to become disengaged
from under the lip. ~After this has been
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done the retaining member F and latch G
are re-applied to the tongued ends, as before
described, and the filed correspondence as a
unit disposed of as desired. ,

While T have shown and’ described a pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention it will
be understood that I do not wish to be
limited to the precise construction disclosed,
since modifications thereof may be restored
to without-departing from the spirit of the
invention. '

‘What I claim is:

1. A file or binder for correspondence and

the like ‘comprising a file base having an
anchor plate mounted thereon, a: member
having a pair of tongues upon which' corre-
sponderice can be mounted and an inter-
mediate portion adapted to be removably
held by said ‘anchor plate and a slotted re-
taining member laterally positionable over

the top sheet of the filed correspondence:

mounted on the tongues to engage_the
tongues and adapted to have said tongues
bent down to lie against said retaining mem-

ber, said tongued member, together with the’

filed correspondence and the retaining mem-
ber, being removable as a unit from the file
base by the removal of the tongued member
from the anchor plate. :

2. A file or binder for correspondence or
the like comprising a file base having an
anchor base  formed with- a resilient lip
mounted thereon, a member having -a. pair
of tongues upon which correspondence ¢an
be mounted, said member having an inter-
mediate portion removably mounted under
the resilient lip on said anchor plate and a
slotted ‘retaining member laterally position-
able over thé top sheet of the filed corre-
spondence mounted on the tongues to engage
said tongues, said retaining member heing
adapted to have said tongues bent down to
lie flat thereagainst, said tongued member,
together with the filed correspondence and
the retaining member, being removable as
a unit from the file base by the removal of
the - intermediate portion of ' the  tongued

member from under the resilient lip on the

anchor plate.

3. A file or binder for correspondence and
the like comprising a binding tape having
an intermediate portion and a pair of end
portions constituting - tongues. upon “which
correspondence can be mounted, a retaining
member having a trough in its top face and
having incut slots in one of its longitudinal
edges for laterally receiving the tongues,
and a latching member earried by the retain-
ing member and movable over the face there-
of, said tongues being adapted to be bent
down over the face of the retaining member
and seat in the trough therein and to be
held therein against dccidental removal by
the latching member. ' R

4. A retaining member for use with files
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or temporary binders of the type wherein
the papers to be filed are received on flexible
tongues, consisting of a member having a

tloucrh in its top face into which the flexible

tongues can lie after being bent down over
the retaining member and havmrr incut slots
in one of its longitudinal edges for laterally
receiving the tonﬂues and a latching mem-
ber movable and retainable over the face
of the retaining member,

5. A retalmnv member for use with files
or temporary binders of the type wherein
the papers to be filed are received on flexible

tongues, consisting of a member having a
trough 1n its top face and having incut slots
in one of its longitudinal edges for later ally
receiving the tonoues and a htchlnrr mem-
ber plvotally mounted on the xet‘unma mem-
ber adjacent one end thereof and envaceablu
with a latch at the other end, said Iatchmfr
member being movable over the face of the
retaining member.

In  witness whereof, I have hereunto
signed my name,

THOMAS F. VALLEATU.
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