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"This invention relates to folding vehicles
and is applicable to boats, perambulators,
cycle side-cars, and similar vehicles, of the
kind in which the floor of the vehicle has one

g end curving inwardly at both sides towards
the centre line or major axis and the other
end truncated or squared, that is, formed at
right angles to the said major axis, the side
walls of the vehicle being continuousiy

10 joined to the floor and following its contour,
so that they can both be laid flat on the floor,
while the stern or rear wall is'similarly joint-
ed at the lower edge to the floor.:

‘According to this invention the lower edges

15 of the side walls extend to the square end of
the floor panel, and their top edges end some
distance away from the top corners of the

rear wall, stern or back-board, the gaps be--

ing triangular in shape, and trianglar joint-
20 ing pieces which may be of the same material
as the floor and walls, extend between the
sides of the undivided rear wall and the in-
clined portions of the side walls, so that when
erected they constitute portions of the side
95 walls. . The back-board can thus be conven-
iently laid down over the rear ends of the two
side walls and over the triangular jointing
pieces. R
The vehicle may be constructed of material
.30 which possesses sufficient flexibility to enable
the side walls to be bent at the front portion
and the floor to rise in a curve corresponding
with the curvature thus imposed on the side
walls. This material may be plywood, with
‘35 or without a coating of thin galvanized metal
applied internally or externally, or both.
The walls may be jointed to the floor by web-
bing treated with waterproof glue, or by oth-
er snitable material.

In order that the said invention may be
clearly understood and readily ecarried into
effect, the same will now be described more
fully with reference to the accompanying
drawings exemplifying the application of
- 46 the Invention to boats.

Figure 1 is a side elevation and .
‘Figure 2 is a plan of a boat opened out for
use. : : ,
_ Figure 3 is a plan of the same boat col-
=50 lapsed. : '

40

Figure 4
tion. ' _

Figure 5 is'a longitudinal section on a large
scale taken on theline 5—5 of Figure 3.

Figure 6 is'a cross section taken on the line
6—6 of Figure 3. s

A indicates the flat bottom of the boat, B,
C the side.walls, D the stern connected with
the side walls by triangular jointing pieces
E, F. G indicates a grating-which can be
placed across the boat bottom, H a hinge to
which a rear seat (not shown), may be at-
tached, J-a hinge for the attachment of a
front seat (not shown), K an eye through
which any suitable hook may be passed to
facilitate the lifting of the front énd of the
boat bottom in opening out the boat; M and
N indicate U shaped clips. for securing the
ends of a pair of sculls which may be laid
longitudinally of the boat when it is folded
for storage or transport. W -indicates the
webbing ‘which forms the joints between the
relatively movable parts. g :

The rear wall or.stern D is preferably nar-
rower: at its free upper edge than at its
lower or jointed edge ; when erected it may be
vertical, or may be set to lean back. The
lower or bottom edges of the side walls B, C
extend to the square end of the floor-panel A,
whereas the top edges end some distance
away from the top corner of the rear wall D,
the gaps being triangular in shape. The tri-
angular jointing pieces E, F' which may be
of the same material as the floor and walls;
extend between the sides of the rear wall on
the one hand and inclined portions of the
side walls on the other hand; so that when
erected they continue the lines of the tops of
the side walls to their junction with the up-
per. corners or other parts of the rear walls,
or may as illustrated in Figure 1 be slightly
inclined downwards toward the stern. :

In order to avoid the presence of a sharp
point at the front of the vehicle, the gunwale
or elbow rest in the case of a boat for example
may. be slightly inclined downwards towards
the front, so that the side walls' while rising
to the full height-of the back wall leave a gap

is a plan illustrating a modifica-

- when laid down, as seen in Figure 4, and the
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floor may be rounded or truncated at this
part. -
A vehicle body thus constructed can readi-

ly be collapsed into a flat condition for stor- .

age or transit, and can readily be opened out
when required for use. o

What I claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States is —_

1. In a folding vehicle, a floor having one
end curved inwardly ‘at both sides towards
the major axial line of said floor, the other
end of said floor being straight and at right
angles to the said major axial line, side walls

continuously jointed to the sides of the said :
floor and following ‘its contour throughout

its length, said side walls being shorter at
their upper edges than at their lower edgeés
and being adapted to be turned dewn over
the floor-and laid flat thereon with: their nor-
mally upper edges towards the major axial
line of the floor, an undivided rear wall con-
tinuously jointed at -its lower edge to the
straight end.of the floor 'and ‘adapted to be
turned -down over the outsides of the side
walls- when the latter are folded, and two
triangular portions each jointed at one side
to one side of the rear wall, said portions
being each jointed at their forwardly inclined
side-to an inclined edge of one of the side
walls, whereby in collapsing the: vehicle said
triangular portions are caused to lie between
the rear wall and the side walls. :

2. 1n a folding vehicle, a longit:udinally

w0

continueus floor member having curved. lat-

~eral edges at one end and square at its op-

posite end, lateral members adapted to lie
over and substantially parallel to said" floor
member, each of said lateral members having
its edge eontignous to the edge of said floor
member of substantially the same contour as
said floor member, means flexibly connecting
each of said lateral members fo said floor
member: and enabling said lateral members
to be moved into a position substantially at
right angles to said floor member, said lateral
members in said last named position flexing
the curved end of said floor member, and a
rear member flexibly connected to the square
end of said floor. member and to said lateral
members. and foldable inwardly over the
same. : : B

3. In a folding vehicle, a longitudinally
continuous floor member having curved lat-
eral edges at one end and square at its op-
posite end, lateral members adapted to lie
over and substantially- parallel to said floor
member, means flexibly connecting each of
said lateral members to said floor member

-and extending throughout the length of the

€0

contiguous  edges of said lateral and floor
members, said lateral members ‘being mov-
able ‘into a position substantially - at right
angles to: said. floor member and
curved end of said floor member in said posi-

‘tion, and a rear member: flexibly connected

flexing the

‘18,203

to the square end of said floor member and
to said -lateral members and foldable in-
wardly over the same.

4. In a folding vehicle, a longitudinally

continuous floor member having its lateral
edges tapered at one end and truncated at its
opposite end, lateral members adapted to lie

.over and substantially parallel to said floor

70

member and having their edges contiguous -

to the edges of said floor member of substan-
tially the same contour as said floor member,
means flexibly connecting each of said lateral
members to said floor member and enabling

(%3

said lateral members to be moved into a po- .

sition substantially at right angles to said
floor member, and a rear member flexibly
connected with the truncated end of said floor

nember and to said lateral members and

foldable over the same.

5. In a folding vehicle, a longitudinaly

continpous floor member tapered at one end

~and truncated .at its opposite end, lateral

members adapted to lie substantially parallel
to said - floor member, means extending
throughout the length of the contiguous
edges. of said floor and lateral members to
flexibly connect said lateral members to said
floor member and enabling said lateral mem-
bers to-be moved into a position substantial-
Iy at right angles to said floor member, and
a rear member flexibly connected to the trun-
cated end of said floor member and to said
lateral members and foldable over the same.

6. In a folding vehicle, a floor member
tapered at one end and truncated at its op-
posite end, lateral members adapted to lie
substantially parallel to said floor member,
said floor and lateral members being longi-
tudinally centinuous and relatively rigid but

adapted to be bent into curves, means flexibly ze:

connecting each of said lateral members to
said- floor member and enabling said lateral
members to be moved into a position substan-
tially at right angles to smd floor member,
and a rear-member flexibly connected to the
truncated end of said floor member and to
said lateral members and- foldable over the
same, ' '
7. In a folding vehicle, a floor member
tapered at one end and truncated at its -op-
posite end, lateral members adapted to he
substantially parallel to said floor ‘member,
said - floor and lateral members being longi-
tudinally continuous and relatively rigid bwt
adapted to be bent into curves, said lateral
members having their edges contiguous to the
edges of said floor member of substantially
the same contour as said floor member, means
flexibly connecting each of said lateral mem-
bers to said floor member and enabling said
lateral members to be.moved into a position
substantially at right angles to said floor
member, and a rear member flexibly connect-
ed to the truncated end of said floor member
and having jointed connections therewith
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said lateral members foldable between said
floor and rear members. ‘

8. In a folding vehicle, a floor member
tapered at one end and truncated at its op-
posite end, lateral members adapted to' lie
substantially parallel to said floor member,
said floor and lateral members being longi-
tudinally continuous and relatively rigid but
adapted to be bent into curves, means flexibly
connecting each of said lateral members to
said floor member and extending throughout

the length of the contiguous edges of said

floor member and lateral members, said flexi-
ble connecting means enabling said lateral
members to be moved into a position substan-
tially at right angles to said floor member,
a rear mewmber flexibly connected to the trun-
cated end of said floor member and jointed
connections between said rear member and
said lateral members foldable under said rear
member. : ' Lo

- 9. In a folding vehicle, a longitudinally

continuous floor member tapered at one end-

and truncated at its opposite end, lateral
members adapted to lie substantially par-
allel to said floor member, means flexibly con-
necting each of said lateral members to said
floor member and enabling said lateral mem-
bers to be moved into a position substantially

at right angles to said floor member, said
lateral and floor members having curved con-

tignous edges whereby said members are con-
cavely flexed when said members are moved
into raid position substantially at right an-
gles to each other, and a rear member flexibly
connected to the truncated end of said floor
member and to said lateral members and
foldable over the same. :

10. In a folding vehicle, a longitudinally
continuous floor member tapered at one end
and truncated at its opposite end, lateral
members adapted to lie substantially paral-
lel to said floor member ‘and having their
edges contiguous to the edges of said- floor
member of substantially the same contour as
said floor member, means flexibly connecting
each of said lateral members to said floor
member and extending throughout the
length of the contignous edges of said mem-
bers, said flexible connecting means enabling
said lateral members to be moved into a posi-
tion substantially at right angles to said
floor member, and a rear member flexibly
connected to the truncated end of said floor
member and to said lateral members and
foldable over the same.

11. In a folding vehicle, a longitudinally
continuous floor member tapered at one end
and truncated at its opposite end, lateral
members adapted to lie substantially paral-
lel to said floor member and having their
edges contiguous to the edges of said floor
member of substantially the same contour as
said floor member, means flexibly connecting
each of said lateral members to said floor

3

member - and * extending: . threughout - the
length of the contiguous edges of said mem-
bers, said flexible connecting means enabling
said lateral members to be moved. into a posi-
tion substantially ‘at right angles to said
floor member, and a rear member adapted to
lie. over and substantially parallel to said
floor member and lateral members and flex-
ibly connected to the truncated end of said
floor member and to said lateral members.
12. In a folding vehicle, a floor member
tapered at one end and truncated at its oppo-
site end, lateral members adapted to lie sub-
stantially parailel to said floor member and
having their edges contiguous to the edges of
said floor' member of substantially the same
contour as said floor member; means flexibly
connecting:-each of said lateral members to
said floor meémber and extending throughout
the length of the contiguous edges of said
members, said flexible connecting means ena-
bling said lateral members to be moved into
a position. substantially at right angles.to
said floor member, a rear member adapted to

‘overlie said lateral members ‘substantially

parallel thereto, flexible . connecting ‘means
between said’:rear- member and. said :floor
member, and means cohnecting and foldable
between said lateral members and said rear
member. o c

13. In a folding vehicle; a floor- member
tapered at one end and truncated at its oppo-
site end, lateral members adapted to 1ie sub-
stantially parallel to said floor member and
having their edges contiguius to the edges of
said floor member of substantially the same
contour as said floor member, means fléxibly
connecting: each of said lateral members to
said floor member and extending throughout
‘the length of tlie contiguous edges of said
members, said flexible ¢connecting means-ena-
bling said lateral raembers: to be moved into
a position substantially at right angles to
said floor member, said lateral members-at
their edges opposite to said contiguous edges
being shorter than said floor-member, a rear
‘member flexibly connected to the truncated
end of said floor member; and: triangular
members interposed between -said rear and
’lateﬁ‘al‘members and flexibly . connected to
each. o : :
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14. Ina folding—vehicle, a floor member ta- -

pered at one end and truncated at its oppo-
site end, lateral members adapted to lie sub-
stantially parallel to said floor member and
having their edges contigiousto the edges of
said floor member of substantially the same
contour as said floor member, means flexibly
connecting said lateral membersto said floor
member and extending throughout the length
of the: contiguous edges of said members,
said flexible connecting means enabling said
Jateral members to:be moved into a position
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substantially at right angles to said floor

member, said lateral members having their
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edges remote from said floor member shorter
than their edges contiguous to said floor
member, triangular members flexibly con-
nected to said lateral members and adapted
to fold thereon, and a rear member flexibly
connected to said triangular members and
adapted to fold therean, said rear member
being flexibly .connected to said floor member.

15. In a folding vehicle, a floor member ta-
pered at one end and truncated at its oppo-
site end, lateral members adapted to lie sub-
stantially parallel to said floor member and
having their edges contiguous to the edges of
said floor member of substantially the same
contour as said floor member, means flexibly
connecting said lateral members tosaid floor
Toember and extending throughout the length
of the contiguous edges of said member, said
flexible connecting means ‘enabling said lat-
ieral members to:be moved into a’position sub-
stantially at right angles to said floor mem-
‘ber, said lateral members each having a sec-
tion adjacernt the truncated end of said floor

member. which is flexibly .connected to the

lateral member and faldable with respect
‘thereto, and a rear :member flexibly connect-
ed to the truncated end of said floor member

~and to-each of siid foldahle extensions of said

lateral members. Lo
- 16. In a folding vehicle, a flcor member
and lateral members adapted to lie substan-
tially parallel, said floor and lateral members
having contiguous edges ‘of like contour and
flexibly ‘connected, said- flexible connection
permitting-said lateral members to be moved

to & position in which said floor and lateral -

‘members react on each other to flex said floor

member, and a rear member flexibly connect-

65

ed to the end of said floor member and to said

lateral members and adapted to be folded °

over the same. -~ ,
¥7. In a folding wehicle, a: floor ‘member

'ra‘nd lateral members adapted to lie substan-
‘tially parallel, said members being composed

of material which is approximately rigid but
bendable into icurves 1n the direction of the

18,208

sions  on: said lateral members forming &
watertight connection between said rear and
lateral members when said rear. and lateral
members are moved into positions  substan-
tially at right angles to said floor member.
19. In a folding vehicle, a longitudinally
continuous floor member tapered at one end
and truncated at its oposite end, lateral mem-
bers flexibly connected to said floor member
and adapted to be folded into parallel rela-

tion thereto, a rear member flexibly connect-

ed to the truncated end of said floor member
and adapted to be folded into parallel rela-

tion thereto, said rear member being foldable
on top of said lateral members, and connect- -

ing members between said rear and lateral
members which form a part-of the lateral
wall of the structure when said members are
moved into a position substantially at right
angles to said floor member. . o
20. In a folding vehicle, a longitudinally
continuous floor member tapered at one end
and truncated at its opposite end, lateral
members flexibly connected to said floor mem-
ber and adapted to be folded into parallel re-
lation thereto, a rear member flexibly con-
nected to the truncated end of said floor mem-
ber and adapted to be folded into parallel re-
lation thereto, and triangular-shaped mem-
bers flexibly ‘connected to said rear member
and said lateral members and constituting
extensions of said lateral members when said
rear and lateral members are moved into posi-
tions substantially at. right angles to said

floor member. - , _ ]
In testimony whereof I have signed this

specification.

" NICHOLAS STRAUSSLER.

length .of said snembers, said fivor and lateral

members having contiguous- edges ‘of like

contanr and flexibly comnected, said flexible

‘connection permitting said lateral members

to be moved to a position in which said floor
and lateral members: react ou each ather to
flex said members, and a rear member flex-
ihly conmeeted to the end of said floor-mem-
ber and to said laterel members-and adapted
to be folded over the same: S f

18. In a folding wvehicle, a lomgitudinally

continuous floor member tapered at oné end

and truncated at its oppesite end, lateral

members flexibly connected to said floor mem-

ber and adapted to be folded into parallel re- .

Jation thereto, a rear member flexibly con-
nected to the truncated end of said floor mem-

‘ber and -adapted to be folded over and inte
‘paraliel relation therete, and foldable exten-
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