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1 Claim 

The present invention relates in general to dolls and, 
in particular, to a doll which can be made to represent 
the various different human races or ethnic groups gen 
erally referred to as an ethnic doll. 

Dolls of the prior art each represent a particular 
ethnic group. For example, separate dolls are utilized to 
represent the white or the colored races and, similarly, 
separate dolls are used to represent European, Oriental 
or Indian races. If it were desired to acquaint a child with 
the various different races or ethnic groups, this would 
therefore require a full set or complement of dolls. For 
many parents or eductional systems or schools this would 
be a relatively expensive procedure. 

In view the foregoing, it is an object of the present 
invention to provide a single doll, hereinafter designated 
as an ethnic doll, which can be made representative of 
the various races or ethnic groups. 

In accordance with the foregoing object, it is another 
object of the present invention to provide an ethnic doll 
which can be manufactured at a relatively low cost and 
sold at a relatively low price. 

In accordance with the foregoing objects, it is a fur 
ther object of the present invention to provide a highly 
novel doll construction which will have a high appeal to 
children of various different races or ethnic groups. 

Other and further objects and advantages of the pres. 
ent invention will be readily apparent to one skilled in 
the art from a consideration of the following specifica 
tion, taken in connection with the appended drawings 
which illustrate the best modes presently contemplated 
for carrying out the present invention. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 illustrates a basic doll or human form pur 

suant to the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is an elevation view of a front torso sec 

tion pursuant to the present invention; 
FIGURE 3 is an elevation view of a rear torso sec 

tion pursuant to the present invention; 
FIGURE 4 is a side view showing the front and rear 

torso sections in assembled relation; 
FIGURE 5 is an elevation view of front and rear leg 

sections pursuant to the present invention; 
FIGURE 6 is an elevation view of front and rear arm 

sections pursuant to the present invention; 
FIGURE 7 is an exploded view of a head assembly 

pursuant to the present invention; 
FIGURE 8 illustrates an attaching or securing element; 
FIGURE 9 is a view in elevation showing the front 

and rear torso sections mounted in position on the basic 
doll form; 
FIGURE 10 is a sectional view on an enlarged scale 

taken on the line 10-10 of FIGURE 9; 
FIGURE 11 is a head assembly which represents the 

Negro ethnic group; 
FIGURE 12 is a head assembly which represents the 

white ethnic group; 
FIGURE 13 is an elevation view of another form of 

leg assembly in assembled relation; 
FIGURE 14 is a sectional view on an enlarged scale 

taken on the line 14-14 of FIGURE 13; 
FIGURE 15 is a front view of a foot representing the 

Negro ethnic group; 
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2 
FIGURE 16 is a front view of a foot representing the 

white ethnic group; and 
FIGURE 17 represents an ethnic doll pursuant to the 

present invention, provided with torso sections, leg sec 
tions and arm sections in position on the basic form from 
which there is omitted the head assembly. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, there is shown 
in FIGURE 1 the basic form or human representation 
element 10 pursuant to the present invention for forming 
the ethnic doll 12 shown in FIGURE 17. It will be un 
derstood that the showing of the ethnic doll 12 in FIG 
URE 17 is incomplete since it is not provided with a 
head assembly as hereinafter described in detail. The doll 
form 10 is generally representative of a human form and 
may represent either a baby, a child or an adult. It will 
be noted that the various facial features or details are 
omitted from the form 10 and, similarly, the various body 
details and details of the extremities are omitted from 
the form 10. The form 10 merely represents the basic 
outline or contours of a human being. The form 10 is 
preferably formed as an integral member. However, it 
is within the scope of the present invention to provide 
the form 10 from various assembled parts which basi 
cally would represent the various portions of a human 
body. For example, as here shown, the form 10 is pro 
vided with a head portion 14, a body portion 16, a pair 
of arm portions 18 and a pair of leg portions 20. The 
basic doll form 10 may be formed of any material suit 
able for the purpose. For example, it may be formed of 
a spongy or resilient material or may be formed of a 
relatively rigid material. For example, in the case of the 
Spongy material, a Suitable sponge rubber or spongy plas 
tic material may be utilized and in the case of a more 
rigid material, another type of suitable plastic material 
may be used. The body 10 may be formed by any suit 
able process as by a molding process or other process 
which may prove most suitable in the particular instance. 
At the present time, it is contemplated that the ethnic 

doll may be made to represent four basic races of uni 
Versal man, namely the European white or so-called 
Caucasian race; the Afro-American or Negroid race; the 
American Indian race and the Oriental race. However, it 
Will be understood that the present invention is not limited 
to these four races and that other types of human repre 
Sentation may be exemplified in the ethnic doll of the 
present invention. 

In accordance with the basic concept of the present 
invention, it will therefore be understood that the basic 
form 10 may be covered or mounted with different head 
assemblies 22, 24 and 26, as indicated in FIGURES 7, 
11 and 12 respectively, to represent the various different 
races, various different torso assemblies, one of which 
is illustrated by the torso assembly 28 in FIGURE 4, 
various different arm assemblies, one of which is indi 
cated by the arm assembly 30 in FIGURE 6, and various 
different leg assemblies, one of which is indicated by 
the leg assembly 32 in FIGURE 5. 

Referring now to FIGURES 2, 3 and 4 in detail, there 
is shown one exemplification of a torso assembly for 
utilization with the basic form 10. As here shown, the 
torso assembly comprises a front torso member 34 and 
a rear torso member 36. Each of said members is in the 
form of a hollow shell which is preferably suitably formed 
from any material suitable for the purpose. For example, 
the front and rear torso elements may be formed, if 
desired, of a suitable plastic or rubber material which is 
colored or tinted to represent a particular ethnic group. 
For example, the torso elements may be colored to 
represent the different shades of skin of the white, black, 
red or yellow races. In addition to skin coloring, the 
torso element in each case would also represent or dupli 
cate the particular torso elements of the particular race 
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related to the skin color. For example, the rear torso 
element 36 is provided with the buttocks 38. For African 
types, these buttocks would be relatively heavy or fat. 
For most European types, these buttocks would be slanted 
and for dolls which would represent Oriental types, these 
buttocks would be relatively flat. Similarly, for other 
ethnic groups, the buttocks would be formed in accord 
ance with the normal characteristics of such groups. 
The torso elements 34 and 36 are assembled together, 
as shown in FIGURE 4, to form a hollow torso assembly 
28 which can be mounted in such assembled relation 
on the body portion 16 of the doll figure 1. More 
specifically, it will be noted that each of the torso ele 
ments 34 and 36 is provided along the peripheral edges 
thereof with a plurality of spaced apertures 40. It will 
be understood that the location and spacing of the aper 
tures on the front torso element is complementary to 
the location and spacing of the apertures on the rear 
torso element 36 so that each aperture 40 on torso ele 
ment 34 is associated with a corresponding aperture 40 
on the rear torso element 36. Referring now to FIGURE 
9, it will be noted that the front torso element 34 is 
mounted on the front of the basic doll form 6 and 
that the rear torso element 36 is mounted on the rear 
of the doll form. In order to retain the torso element 
in assembled relation on the doll form, provision is made 
for the securing means or elements 42, best illustrated 
in FIGURE 8. As shown in FIGURE 10, each securing 
element 42 comprises a strap 44 which is provided on 
one surface thereof with a pair of laterally spaced pro 
jections or knobs 46. One securing element 42 is utilized 
with each pair of companion apertures 40. As best shown 
in FIGURE 10, the strap 44 extends between the associ 
ated or aligned apertures 40 so that the projections 46 
thereof can enter the companion or associated apertures 
40. In this manner, the securing elements 42 are utilized 
between each pair of associated apertures 40 to secure 
the torso assembly 28 in position on the doll form, as 
illustrated in FIGURE 9. 

Referring now to FIGURE 5 in detail, there is shown 
a leg assembly 32 pursuant to the present invention. The 
leg assembly 32 is provided with a front leg element 48 
and with a rear leg element 50 each of which is in the 
form of a shell and preferably is formed of the same 
materials and in the same manner as in the case of the 
torso-forming elements. A leg assembly 32 is mounted on 
each of the legs 20 of the doll form 10, each leg 20 
being disposed within the hollow interior of the leg assem 
bly 32 in the same manner that the body portion 16 is 
disposed within the hollow interior of the torso assem 
bly 28. It will be noted that the leg elements 48 and 50 
are also provided with aligned companion apertures 40 
as in the case of the torso elements. It will be under 
stood that the securing elements 42 are utilized to secure 
the leg elements in the same manner as in the case of 
the torso assembly. This will be apparent from FIGURE 
17 which shows a pair of leg assemblies 32 provided on 
the doll form 10, the leg assemblies being provided with 
the securing elements 42 to secure the front and rear 
portions thereof together. 
As in the case of the torso elements, the leg assemblies 

can also be formed to be representative of the different 
ethnic groups which are to be represented in each in 
stance by the doll form 10. For this purpose, the front 
leg elements 48 may be formed differently for the various 
different ethnic groups. For example, referring now to 
FIGURE 15 there is shown a front leg element 48A 
which is representative of the Negro ethnic group and in 
FIGURE 16 there is illustrated a front leg element 48B 
which is representative of the white ethnic group. Simi 
larly, it will be apparent that if desired, other leg assem 
blies may be formed to be representative of other ethnic 
groups. 

Referring now to FIGURE 6 in detail, there is shown 
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4 
The arm assembly 30, as in the case of the other body 
components, comprises a front arm section 52 and a rear 
arm section 54. It will be noted that each of the arm sec 
tions is in the form of a shell so that when both arm sec 
tions are in assembled relation, as shown in FIGURE 6, 
the result is a hollow arm assembly 30 in which there is 
adapted to be received an arm portion 18 of the doll 
form 10. It will be understood that the components of the 
arm assembly 30 may be formed in the same Inanner and 
of the same materials as in the case of the components of 
the torso assembly 28 and the leg assembly 32. Similarly, 
it will be noted from FIGURE 6 that the arm assembly 
is also provided with the aligned, paired apertures 40 
which are adapted to be inter-engaged by the knobs 46 
of the securing elements 42 to mount the hollow arm as 
semblies on the arms 18 of the doll form 10. It will also 
be understood that the arm assemblies may be varied to 
represent the various different ethnic groups so that in 
each case the characteristics of a particular ethnic group 
will be related in the arm section, the leg section and the 
torso section. 

Referring now to FIGURE 13 in detail, there is shown 
a leg assembly 56 which is provided also with a hollow 
front leg part 48 and a hollow rear leg part 50 to form a 
hollow leg assembly when in assembled relation. The leg 
assembly 56 differs from the leg assembly 32 in the pro 
vision of a fan extension 58 which is provided at the top 
of each leg portion and which can be inserted underneath 
the adjacent portion of the torso assembly 28 to provide a 
more finished appearance to the resulting ethnic doll 12. 
In addition, the leg assembly 56 is provided with another 
form of means for retaining the front and rear portions in 
assembled relation. As here shown, the front leg portion 
48 is provided along its longitudinal edges with longitudi 
nally spaced projections or protuberances or knobs 60 
which are insertable into companion recesses 62 defined 
in the marginal vertical edges of the rear leg part 50, as 
shown in FIGURE 14. It will be understood that the as 
sembling or securing means constituted by the knobs 60 
and recesses 62 may also be utilized to maintain the torso 
parts in assembled relation and also to maintain the arm 
parts in assembled relation. Also, it will be understood 
that it is within the basic inventive concept of the present 
invention to utilize other suitable means for securing the 
companion parts of each assembly together. Also, it is 
within the concept of the present invention to form in 
each case the torso assembly, the leg assembly and the 
arm assembly as one integral unit which may be slipped 
directly over the associated body part of the doll form 10 
and positioned and maintained in place on the associated 
body part, the assembly in each case being a hollow mem 
ber for this purpose. 

Referring now to FIGURE 7 in detail, there is shown 
the basic head assembly 22 pursuant to the present inven 
tion. As here shown, provision is made for a hollow head 
64 constituted by the front part 66 which forms the face 
and the rear part 68 which forms the head and said assem 
bly also includes a wig 70. As here shown, the head as 
sembly 64 is formed of the shell-like front and rear parts 
66 and 68 which may be formed of the same material as 
the previously-described various body parts and may be 
fabricated in the same manner. It will be understood that 
in each case the skin coloring for an associated set of body 
parts, namely the torso, the arms, the legs and the head 
assembly will be the same and that in each case each 
part will have features representative of the particular 
group, being provided on the doll form 10. For this pur 
pose, it will be noted that the face part 66 is provided 
with a nose 72, lips 74, a chin 76, cheeks 78, eyes 80 
and a forehead 82 which will detail the characteristics of 
a particular group. The face part 66 is provided also with 
ears 84 representative of the same group. Similarly, the 
head part 68 will be shaped to represent the ethnic group 
associated with the previously mentioned features. The 
hollow head assembly 64 is mounted on the head portion 

an arm assembly 30 pursuant to the present invention. 75 14 of the doll form and it will be noted that the head 
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assembly is also provided, as here shown, with the com 
panion, aligned apertures 40, it being understood that the 
securing elements 42 are utilized in the manner previously 
described to secure the two parts of the head assembly to 
gether in assembled relation on the head portion 14 of the 
doll form 10. Also, it will be understood that in lieu of 
apertures 40, and securing elements 42, the knobs 60 and 
recesses 62 shown in FIGURE 15 may be utilized or any 
other suitable securing or assembling means may be uti 
lized. The head assembly 22 is completed by the previously 
mentioned wig 70. The wig 70, of course, would again 
represent the particular ethnic group being assembled on 
the doll form 10. As here shown, the wig 70 comprises a 
hollow or semi-circular base 86 which is provided with 
the hair 88. It will be understood that the base 86 of the 
wig 70 securely fits on the rear head portion 68 of the 
head assembly 64 and may be maintained in position 
thereon by frictional engagement therewith or by any 
suitable securing means. 

Referring now to FIGURE 11 in detail, there is illus 
trated a head assembly 24 representative of the colored 
or Negro ethnic group. As here shown, the face part 66 
is provided with a nose 72, a pair of lips 74, a chin 76, 
cheekbones 78 and eyes 80 and forehead 82, which differs 
from the similarly-numbered parts of FIGURE 7 and 
which are clearly representative of the associated or 
named features of the Negro race. Similarly, the hair 88 
of the wig 70 provided on the head assembly 24 is rep 
resentative of the hair and hair-style of the Negro race. 

Referring now to FIGURE 12 in detail, there is shown 
a head assembly 26 which is representative of the white 
or European race. It will be noted that the front or face 
part 66 is provided with a nose 72, a pair of lips 74, a 
chin 76, cheeks 78, eyes 80 and a forehead 82 which is 
representative of the characteristics of the white race. 
Similarly, the hair 88 provided on the wig 70 has the color. 
ing and the hair-style associated with the white race. 

Referring now to FIGURE 17, there is shown an 
ethnic doll 12 pursuant to the present invention which 
has been provided with a torso assembly 28 and associated 
arm assemblies 30 and leg assemblies 32, all represent 
ative of a particular ethnic group. The only feature lack 
ing on the ethnic doll 12 is a head assembly 22 and, when 
provided with a head assembly 22, related to the same 
ethnic group, there will be provided an ethnic doll pur 
suant to the present invention. It is contemplated that the 
ethnic doll pursuant to the present invention will also be 
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provided with a series of different costumes each related 
to a particular ethnic group. Consequently, when the var 
ious body components of a particular ethnic group are 
provided on the form 10, it will be understood that the 
completed ethnic doll 12 may then also be provided with 
a related ethnic costume. 

In view of the foregoing, it will be apparent that there 
has been illustrated and described herein a highly novel 
doll which is constituted by an ethnic doll having a basic 
doll form 10 and various body components adapted to 
be mounted thereon to represent a particular ethnic group. 
It will be understood that various changes and modifica 
tions may be made within the present invention without, 
however, departing from the basic inventive concept 
thereof as set forth in the appended claim. 

I claim: 
1. A doll comprising, in combination, a basic form ele 

ment including a torso portion and head, arm and leg 
portions joined thereto, a plurality of sets of detachable 
cover means for covering said portions, each said set com 
prising an individual cover for each said portion, the 
covers of each said set being both colored and shaped to 
simulate characteristics of the head and body typical of 
a particular racial group, the racial group represented by 
each of said sets being different than each of those repre 
sented by the others, said covers including means for me 
chanically detachably attaching each of said covers to said 
form element. 
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