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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, CHARLES D, KELLOGG,
of the city and county of Philadelphia, State
of Pennsylvania, have invented an Improve-
ment in Portable Theatrical Apparatus, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to portable theatrical
apparatus; and it consists of the improve-
ments which are fully deseribed in the follow-
ing specification and are showr in the accom-
panying drawings.

In many theatrical performances the per-
former acts in a darkened theater in light
projected upward from the stage. These

rays of light being projected directly up-

ward are lost in the flies and do not light up
the theater so that a very effective result is
produced, the actor or performer appearing
enveloped in light while the theater and all
surroundings are buried in darkness. Such
performances cannot, however, with present
means be given except on a properly- con-
structed stage with flies and curtains; and it
is the object of my invention to provide a sim-
ple portable apparatus, which may be readily
set up in any lecture-room or concert-hall,
that will enable such performances to be
given as effectively as in a fully-equipped
theater.

" In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved portable theatrical ap-
paratus. Fig, 2is a plan view of the same on
a reduced scale. Fig. 8isa plan view of the
platform, and Fig. 4 is a longitudinal vertical
sectional view of the same on the line @ z of
Fig. 3.

A is a porfable platform of sufficient size to
permit the performer to carry out his per-
formance and provided in the top with one or
more openings a, which may be covered with
glass. Located within the platform below the
openings ¢ are lights B, adapted to throw
rays of light upward upon the performer
standing on the platform. Suitable means
are provided for turning the light on or off or
for changing the color of the rays. For this
purpose I have provided a movable screen

- {shown as a rotary disk C) having a series of
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apertures ¢, so arranged that by turning the
disk any one of the apertures may be brought
over the light and in line with the opening a
in the platform. By providing the apertures

¢ with glasses of different colors the colors of
the projected rays may be changed, or by
bringing an opaque space between the light
and opening o the rays may be excluded.

The disk C may be rotated in any suitable
manner, as by a bevel-gear D on the shaft ¢
of the disk operated by a bevel-gear E on an
operating-shaft ¢, which may be turned in
any suitable manner. )

In my preferred construction I employ two
rotary disks, the second disk C’ being geared
with the disk C and driven by it. A second
light B’ is located below a second aperture ¢’
in the platform, and the two disks C and
operate together to throw two rays of light
upon the performer. Other means may be
employed for controlling the projection of the
rays of light. :

Ttisessential to the success of performances
such as are intended to be given in a dark-
ened room that the light which illuminates
the performer shall not be disseminated
through the room. To accomplish this end,
I arrange over the platform A a canopy or
screen IY, of black or dark cloth, which inter-
cepts and arrests the upwardly - projected
rays, and thus prevents their dissemination
through the room. The canopy or sereen F
is portable. Ihaveshown it carried by posts
G, which may be held upright in any suitable
manner, as by the supporting-cords FI. The
canopy is preferably provided with a short
valance f at the front.

If desired, the back and sides of the canopy
may be provided with curtains, but these are
not essential where the rays are projected
upward. .

The details of construction shown may be
varied without departing from the invention.

What I claim.as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is as follows:

1. A portable theatrical apparatus consist-
ing of a portable platform provided with lights
adapted to be projected upward upon the per-
former standing on the platform, and a port-
able screen of dark material located above
and extending over the platform tointercept
and absorb the upwardly-projected rays.

2. Aportable theatrical apparatus consist-
ing of a portable platform provided with lights
adapted to be projected upward upon the per-
former standing on the platform, and a port-
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able screen of dark material located above
and extending over the platform and pro-
vided with a short valance f ab the front fo
intercept and absorb the upwardly-projected
rays.

‘3. A portable theatrical apparatus, consist-
ing of a portable platform provided with an
aperture in the top, a light located within the
platform below the aperture, and a portable
screen of dark material extending at an ele-
vation over the platform to intercept and ab-
sorb the projected rays.

4. In a portable theatrical apparatus, the
combination of a portable platform having
an aperture in the top, a light within the plat-
form below the aperture, a movable screen
located between the.light and aperture in the
platform, means for operating the sereen from
the exterior of the platform, and a portable
screen of dark material extending at an ele-
vation over the platform to intercept the pro-
jected rays.

5. In a portable theatrical apparatus, the
combination of a portable platform having
an aperture in the top, a light within the plat-
form below the aperture, a movable screen
located between the light and aperture in the
platform and provided with a series of aper-
tures any one of which may be brought be-
tween the aperture in the platform and the
light, means for operating the screen from the
exterior of the platform, and a portable screen

of dark material extending at an elevation
over the platform to intercept the projected
Tays.

6. In a portable theatrical apparatus, the
portable platform provided with two aper-
tures, as a a’ in the top, a portable canopy of
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dark material located above and extending

over the platform, rotary disks geared to-
gether and located within the platform and
each provided with a series of apertures any
one of which may be brought below the cor-
responding aperture in the platform, lights
within the platform below the rotary disks
and in.line with the apertures in the top of
the platform, and means for turning the two
disks together from the outside of the plat-
form.

7. In a portable theatrical apparatus, the
combination of a small portable platform A
having an aperture in its top and provided
with a light below the aperture, and a port-
able canopy F carried by supports G and ex-
tending over the platform A, so as to inter-
cept the upwardly-projected rays of light and
prevent their dissemination through the
apartment.

In testimony of whichinvention T havehere-
unto set my hand.

CHARLES D. KELLOGG.

Witnesses:

J. E. JOHNSON,
J. D. GODFREY.
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