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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jamrs WiLkINsON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Phila-
delphia, county of Philadelphia, and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Oil-Cans, of which
the following is a specification. '

My invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in oil-cans, and has for its ob-
ject to provide an oil-can in which the oil may
be ejected therefrom by a plunger being
pressed downward in the top of the can in-
stead of pressing inward upon the bottom of
the can, as usual.

With these ends in view this invention con-
sists in the details of construction and combi-
nation of elements hereinafter set forth and
then specifically designated by the claims.-

In order that those skilled in the art to
which this invention appertains may under-
stand how to make and use the same, the con-
struction and operation will now be described
in detail, referring to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, in
which— .

Figure'l isa side elevation of my improved
oil-can, a portion of the same being broken
away to show the spring-plunger, said plun-
ger being in-its raised or normal position;
Fig. 2, a similar view to Fig. 1, showing the
plunger depressed. :

The usual practice of ejecting oil from oil-
cans is to make the bottom of the oil-can

flexible and bulged out slightly, so that the

bottom may be pressed inward and force the
oil out of the can by the air-pressure thus
generated; but it is a well-known fact that it
is necessary to construct the bottom of said
can of thin material, so as to make the same
flexible, and these bottoms wear through very
quickly and leak in a short time. - - -

The purpose of my invention is to provide
other means for creating air-pressure upon
the interior of the oil-can for ejecting the oil
and allow for the bottom as well as the body
of the can to be made of thick material.

A répresents the oil-can, which has thespout
B extending from the upper portion thereof.

C is an internally-threaded boss extending .

upward from the top of the can, and into this

boss is-adapted to be threaded a cylinder D,
which is provided upon the outside with a
flange or nut E, adapted to come in contact
with the upper surface ofthe boss C, and pack-
ing can be interposed between the nut and
boss, if desired. The cylinder D is open at
both ends; but the lower end of the cylinder
is provided with an inwardly-extending hori-
zontal annular flange IV,

K is a plunger or piston adapted to fit with-
in the cylinder D. A rod G extends down-
ward from the piston F and is provided upon
its lower end with a valve H, adapted to seat
against the under surface of the cylinder D.
A spring T is interposed between the lower
end of the plunger F and the annular flange
D', and this spring tends to normally hold the
plunger F upward and the flange against its
seat. The plunger will prevent the oil from
flowing into the cylinder if the can should be
upset or turned upside down.

When it is desired to use the can and eject
oil from the spout B, the can is inverted, as is
usual in using cans of this description, and a
slight pressure downward upon the plunger
F will remove the valve H from its seat, and
the plunger F in descending will compress
the air in the can, and this air-pressure will
eject the oil through the spout B. In filling
the can the cylinder D is removed and the oil
poured through the opening of the boss C.

Of course I do not wish to be limited to the
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exact construction here shown, as slicht modi-

fications could be made without departing
from the spirit of my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and useful is— -

1. Inan oil-can, a reservoir; a spout extend-
ing from said reservoir, a cylinder removably
secured to the reservoir and communicating
with the interior thereof, a piston adapted to
operate within the cylinder, a spring for nor-
mally holding the piston outward, a valve

adapted tonormally close the opening between"

the reservoir and the cylinder, said valve be-
ing connected to the piston so as to be re-
moved fromits seat when the piston is pressed
inward, as and for the purpose specified.

2. In an oil-can, a reservoir, a spout extend-
ing from said reservoir, a removable cylinder
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connected with the reservoir, said cylinder
communicating with the interior of the res-
ervoir, a piston fitted to slide within the cyl-
inder and extending normally from the outer
end thereof, a spring interposed between the
inner end of the cylinder and the piston, a
valve adapted to normally close the opening
between the cylinder and the reservoir, said
valve connected to the piston and adapted to
be removed from its seat when the piston is
gr(celssed inward, as and for the purpose speci-
ed.

3. Inan oil-can, a reservoir, a spout extend-
ing from said reservoir, an internally-threaded
boss extending outward from said reservoir,
a cylinder adapted to be threaded within said
boss, an opening through the inner end of the
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cylinder and communicating with the reser-
voir, an annular flange surrounding said open-
ing, a piston fitted to slide within said cylin-
der and normally extending from the outer
end thereof, a spring interposed between the
annular flange and the inner end of the pis-
ton, a valve adapted to normally seat against
the inner end of the cylinder, a rod connect-
ing said valve with the piston, as specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

JAMES WILKINSON.

Witnesses:
James A. BeENNETT,
A. STARKENMAN.
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