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9 Claims,

This invention relates to a can holder, and
more particularly to a holder constructed and
arranged to removably engage and support a

‘beverage can or container, such as the usual
standard beer can, whereby the can and holder

may be used in the same manner as a mug or

‘stein and the beverage may be drunk directly

from the can.

Small beer cans, in which beer is dispensed
over the counter or sold for domestic use, are
usually of a standard size and contain 12 fluid
ounces. The usual practice is to punch a hole
in the top of the can and place it with a glass
before the user. These cans are rather unsight-
ly when so used, and the present invention is
arranged to provide an sttractive holder which
substantially covers the outer surface of the can
and which is provided with a suitable handle,
so0 that the can and holder may be used as a fug.
The surface .of the holder may, of course, be
suitably decorated.

It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a holder of the character described which
may be applied to the can after the top is re-
moved by a can opener which leaves a smooth
surface inside the upper bead merely by push-
ing the holder downwardly over the open top of
the can until the upper edge of the holder en-
gages underneath the upper bead and thereby
supports the can when the holder is lifted by
means of the handle,

A further object is the provision of a resilient
can holder of the character described, whereby
the holder may be applied by downward move-
ment over the can and the can may be easily
removed by inverting the holder and pushing or
shaking the can therefrom through the top of
the holder. In other words, the holder is ar-
ranged to enable the can to telescope completely
therethrough. '

Another object is the provision of a contain-.

er holder of the character described, which is
cheap to manufacture, convenient in use, attrac-
tive in appearance, and which may, if desired,
be made of a single piece of resilient material.
Further objects will be apparent from the
specification and the appended claims.
In the drawings, :
Figure 1 is a perspective view of one embodi

. ment of the invention;

- Fig. 2 is a top view of the embodiment illus-
trated in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a side view of a beverage can with
the holder applied thereto and shown in partial
section for purposes of illustration;

\
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Fig. 4 Is a perspective view of a slightly modi-
fled form of holder; .

Fig. 5 illustrates another slightly modified
form of the invention; ;

Fig. 6 is a vertical sectional view of the em- 5
bodiment illustrated in Fig. 5 and taken on a
line substantially corresponding to line 6—§ of
Fig. 5; and

Fig. 7 {llustrates another embodiment of the
invention in which the body portion of the de-
vice comprises a spirally wound sheet metal
member provided with a sultable handle.

Fig. 8 1s a side elevation of the upper portion
of one of the holders and illustrates a cover ap-~
plied thereto. ’

Referring to the drawings in detail, the em-
bodiment illustrated in Figs. 1 to 3, inclusive,
comprises a cylindrical body portion i, the nor-
mal Inside diameter of which at the upper edge
2 is substantially the same as the outside diam- 20
eter of the body of a standard beer can or sim-
ilar container. The lower end of the body por-
tion is flared outwardly, as shown at 3, to a di- -
ameter somewhat larger than the diameter of
the end beads on a beer can. 25

The entire device is preferably made of a sin-
gle piece of resilient sheet metal or other suit-
able material formed to provide a body portion
having laterally extending web members 4 ter-
minating in a handle 5 which is preferably cy-
lindrical as shown. The webs may be provided
with an opening 6. The web members & are pref-
erably closely adjacent, as illustrated. However,
they are preferably not secured together, and
the entire device being of resilient material en-
ables the body portion to expand when it is
pushed downwardly over the top bead of a beer
can or other suitable container 7 /(Fig. 3). If
desired, the webs 4 may be secured together ad-
jacent the handie § by any suitable means, such
as rivets 8. This enables the use of very thin
sheet material, and the portion of the webs be-
tween the rivets and the body will permit suffi-
cient expansion of the body portion. 45

Fig. 3 illustrates the method of applying the
holder to the usual beer can after it has been
properly opened. In applying the holder, it is
placed over the can, as illustrated by the dotted
lines, and pushed downwardly, and the resilience g
of the material enables the holder to be tele-
scoped over the can until the upper edge 2 snaps
underneath the upper bead 9 of the can. The
beer may then be drunk out of the can in the
usual way of drinking out of a mug or stein. The
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body of the holder is slightly shorter than the

_height of the can.

When it is desired to remove the can from
the holder, the holder is inverted and the can
may be shaken therefrom or pushed outwardly
therethrough, and the resilience of the holder
enables the lower bead to easily pass through.

.Fig. 4 illustrates an embodiment wherein the

. 'webs may, if desired, be secured together adja-
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cent the body portion, although this fastening
is not essential. The body portion is split, as

‘shown at 10, to enable the holder to be passed

over the beads of the:can. The two adjacent
edges are preferably arranged to overlap slightly
at the bottom, as illustrated at 1. However, they
may overlap for the entire length of the holder
if desired, or the edges may be merely closely
adjacent and not overlap. This embodiment may
be made of a single flat sheet of resilient ma-~
terial. ' ,

The embodiment illustrated in Fig. 1 may, of
course, be formed of a comparatively large tubu-
lar member pressed together to form the body,
webs, and handle, as illustrated, or it may be
made of a single sheet of material and seamed
or welded together, if desired.

Fig. 5 illustrates an embodiment wherein a
tubular body portion 12 is provided with its lower
end flared in the manner previously described,
and having a slot 12 in one side extending
downwardly to a point where the inside diameter
of the body portion is greater than the diameter
of the beads on the can. - A handle {3, which may
be a bent tubular member provided with a flat-
tened portion 14, is secured to one side of the slot
{2 by any suitable means, such as rivets 15. The
portion 14 covers the slot 12 which otherwise
might be somewhat unsightly, but is not secured

‘to the body at the opposite side of the slot. The

upper part of the body portion is, therefore, per-
mitted to expand when the holder is passed over
the bead of the can in the same manner as pre-
viously described.

Pig. 7 illustrates an embodiment of the inven-
tion in which a body portion I® comprises a single
piece of sheet metal which is wound in spiral
form, as illustrated, and in which the inside diam-
eter of the upper end is substantially the same
as the outside diameter of the container, whereby
the holder may engage under the bead as pre-
viously described. The lower end is also flared,
as illustrated, to enable the holder to he easily
telescoped over the can. The body portion may
be provided with a suitable handle {6, which may
be of strap material, as illustrated, and secured
to the body in any suitable manner. It will he
apparent that the spiral formation of the holder
body enables the holder to be used in the same
manner as previously described.

‘It is sometimes desirable to provide the device
with a cover, and this may be accomplished as
illustrated in Fig. 8, wherein a cover I1, which
may be made of material similar to the body of
the holder, is provided with ears 18 by which it
may be pivoted at 9. The cover is also pro-
vided with an upwardly extending thumb engag-
ing handle 20 having rearwardly extending lugs
21 arranged to be resiliently engaged in the hold-
er handle 5 when the cover is open as indicated
in dotted lines.

Modifications may be made in detail without
departing from the spirit of the invention, and it
is desired, therefore, that the invention be limited
only by the prior art and the scope of the ap-
pended claims.

2,129,628 v

Having thus described the invention, what is

claimed and desired to be secured by Letters
Patent is:

1. A can holder comprising an expansible tubu-
lar member constructed and arranged to be tele-
scoped downwardly over a beverage can whereby
the upper edge of the member automatically

engages under the upper bead of the can to sup-

port the can while drinking therefrom, the lower

portion of the member being of a diameter great-
er than the bead engaging portion to enable
resilient telescoping movement over said can.

2. A holder for beverage cans having the usual
end beads, comprising a longitudinally split re-
silient tubular member of greater diameter at
the bottom than at the top and slightly shorter
than the length of a standard can whereby when
the holder is- pushed downwardly over a can the
upper edge will engage under the upper bead,
said tubular member being arranged to snugly
engage the sides of the can over a material part
of its length.

3. A holder for bheverage cans comprising a
longitudinally split tubular member open at both

ends and formed of resilient sheet material and

normally of less diameter than said cans, where-
by a can having end beads of larger diameter
than the normal inner diameter of said member
may telescope completely therethrough, said
member engaging the sides of said can over a
substantial part of its length and being flared
at one end to enable free entrance of the can.

4. A can holder for a standard beverage can
comprising - resilient sheet material formed to
provide two axially spaced substantially parallel
tubular portions connected by a web, one of said
portions being of less diameter at the top than
the end beads of a can and of larger diameter at
the bottom, the resilience of said holder enabling
said portion to be easily telescoped completely
over a can and to support the can with its upper
bead resting on the upper edge of the holder,
said other tubular portion providing a handle.

5. A one-piece holder of the character described
comprising a tubular body portion of less diam-
eter than the end beads of a container and open
at each end and arranged to expand to permit
a container to be completely telescoped there-
through, and having laterally extending adjacent
webs terminating in a handle, sald webs having
a. finger apening therethrough.

6. A one-plece beverage can holder comprising
y single piece of resilient sheet material folded
together to form a substantially tubular handle
at the Iine of fold, a laterally extending web com-
prising closely adjacent portions of the material,
said web terminating in a longitudinally split
tubular portion open at both ends and slightly
shorter than a standard can, the inner diameter
at the upper end being slightly less than the outer
diameter of a can bead and the lower end being
flared to enable the holder to be easily telescoped
over the bead.

7. A one-piece beverage can holder comprising
a single piece of resilient sheet material folded
together to form a substantially tubular handle
at the line of fold, a laterally extending web com-

prising closely adjacent portions of the material,

said web terminating in a longitudinally split

tubular portionn having overlapping edges and
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open at both ends and slightly shorter than a .

standard can, the inner diameter at the upper
end being slightly less than the outer diameter
of a can bead and the lower end being flared to
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enable the holder to be easily telescoped over the
bead,

8. A beverage can holder comprising a resil-
ient, thin, metallic, tubular member slightly
shorter than a standard can, the inner diameter
at the upper edge and a substantial length of said
member being slightly less than the upper bead
of a standard can, and the lower edge flared to
a larger diameter, said member being split from
the top at least to a point of larger diameter than
said bead whereby a can may be telescoped com-
pletely therethrough or supported thereon by
automatic engagement of the edge of the membor
under the upper can bead, and a laterally ex-
tending handle overlapping said split and secured
at one side only thereof,

3

9. A can holder for a standard beverage can
comprising resilient sheet material formed to pro-
vide two substantially tubular portions connected
by a web, one of said portions being of less diam-
eter at the top than the beads of a can and en-
larged at the bottom to enable a can to be easily
telescoped therethrough and to support the can
with its upper bead resting on the upper edge of
the holder, said other tubular portion providing
& handle, a cover pivoted between said portions
and provided with a handle, and means on said
cover to be frictionally engaged by the holder
handle when the cover is opened.

ATLEE H. TRACY.
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