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57 ABSTRACT 
A flat rectangular briefcase of rigid frame construction 
having a rectangular recess in one of its side walls, and 
hingedly supported in said recess a table plate for 
movement from a submerged position wherein its outer 
surface is substantially flush with the outer surface of 
the recessed side wall to a number of raised positions 
wherein it projects from the recess and its outer surface 
slopes relative to the outer surface of the recessed wall. 
Interposed between the underside of the table plate and 
the bottom surface of the recess are struts for support 
ing the table plate in a number of raised positions. 
These struts may be folded relative to the table plate or 
the bottom surface of the recess so that they will not 
obstruct return of the table plate to its submerged posi 
tion within the recess. 

3 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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BRIEF CASE WITH TABLE PLATE FOR WRITING 
AND READING 

The present invention relates to the portable flat 
travelling cases of usually rectangular shape and rigid 
construction which are employed to carry documents 
and which are frequently called “attache cases.' These 
cases comprise usually a body portion in the form of a 
rectangular tray of limited depth to which is hingedly 
connected a lid that may also be of tray shape and 
which is usually of lesser depth than the body portion. 
The lid may be locked down onto the body portion in 
closed condition by means of a hasp or latch that is usu 
ally provided on the side of the case opposite to the 
hinge connections. At the same side as the hasp or latch 
the body portion of the case is generally provided with 
a suitable handle usually in the form of leather strap for 
use in carrying the case during transportation. 
As pointed out above, cases of the type described are 

generally employed to carry documents, books and 
writing utensils and often during travel in planes, trains 
or buses, the traveller feels the urge to employ his trav 
elling time usefully by reviewing the documents or sup 
plementing them or by reading books, and in doing so 
he may place the case on his knees and use one of its 
large sides as the base for writing or as a support for his 
books. Since the top surface of a case of the type de 
scribed, when placed upon the traveller's knees will 
usually slope away from his torso, reading of docu 
ments or books is strenuous and writing is awkward. 

It is an object of my invention to provide a brief case 
of the type described, which may readily be manipu 
lated to present a base for convenient writing. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a brief 

case of the type referred to, that may readily be manip 
ulated to form a book support for easy reading. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
brief case, of the type referred to, that may selectively 
be manipulated to present a base for convenient writing 
or a book rest for ease in reading. 
Yet another object of the invention is to provide a 

compact brief with the described conveniences, that is 
easy to carry and which is of simple and inexpensive 
construction. 
These and other objects of the present invention will 

be apparent from the following description of the ac 
companying drawing which illustrates a perferred em 
bodiment thereof and wherein. 
FIG. 1 is a perspective of an attache case embodying 

my invention in standing-up position. 
FIG. 2 is perspective of the attache case in lying 

down position viewed from the front, i.e. the handle 
end, with a writing platform raised from its upper side 
surface; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective of the attache case of my in 

vention in lying down position, viewed from the rear 
with the writing or reading platform in raised condition; 
and 
FIG. 4 is an end elevation of the attache case of the 

invention viewed from the near end of FIG. 3. 
In accordance with the invention I provide a rectan 

gular recess in one of the two oppositely located wide 
side walls of a brief case of rigid construction and I ar 
range within said recess a table plate or platform for 
movement from a position wherein it is submerged in 
the recess with its outer surface substantially flush with 
the surface of the recessed side wall of the case, into 
raised positions wherein it projects from the recess and 
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its outer surface slopes relative to the outer surface of 
the recessed side wall; and I provide struts by means of 
which the table plate or platform may be held rigidly in 
a number of raised positions. I arrange matters in such 
a manner that these struts may be folded relative to the 
platform or the bottom of the recess so that they will 
not obstruct return movement of the platform into its 
submerged position. 
The attache case illustrated in the drawing comprises 

a body portion 10 in the form of a tray of rectangular 
shape and limited depth. Hingedly connected to the 
body portion 10 as shown at 12 (FIG. 3) is a lid or 
cover 14 which has likewise the shape of a rectangular 
tray but is usually of lesser depth than the body portion 
10 of the case. 
Both the trays 10 and 14 are of rigid construction and 

may be made from planks or sheets or wood, metal or 
plastic material that may or may not be covered with 
leather or enveloped in plastic covers for protection 
and adornment. The top surface of the body portion 
0, when the case is in standing-up position i.e. the sur 

face opposite the hinges 12, is provided with suitable 
handle in the form of a leather strip 16, and suitable 
latches 18 are provided at either side of the handle 16 
to releasably hold the lid 14 in closed condition on the 
body portion 10. An attache case constructed as illus 
trated and described presents two wide side surfaces to 
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the outside, only one being visible in the drawings i.e. 
the surface 20 formed by the lid 14. Provided in one of 
these surfaces is a rectangular recess 22. In the particu 
lar embodiment of the invention that I am about to de 
scribe, this recess if formed in the side wall of the at 
tache case constituted by the lid 4. Submerged into 
the recess is a rectangular plate or platform 24 in such 
manner that its outer surface is substantially flush with 
the out surface of the side wall 20 of the case, i.e. the 
side wall formed by the bottom of the tray 4 which 
constitutes the lid of the case. Said plate 24 is hingedly 
connected to the side wall 20 of the case adjacent the 
edge 26 of the recess 22 as shown at 28, for movement 
from the defined submerged position to raised positions 
wherein it projects from the recess and its outer surface 
slopes relative to the side surface 20 of the case (FIGS. 
2, 3 and 4). Hingedly connected to the plate 24 near 
the free edge thereof are bars 30a, 32,30b respectively, 
which may be folded out when the plate is in raised po 
sition until their end edges bear against the edge 26 of 
the recess 22 to serve as struts or stays that hold the 
plate 24 selectively in a number of different raised posi 
tions wherein the outer surface of the plate slopes to 
different degrees relative to the recessed side surface 
20 of the case (FIG. 4). In the particular embodiment 
of the invention which I am about to describe and 
which is illustrated in the accompanying drawing, the 
underside of the plate 24 is provided with a centrally 
located bar 32 which holds the plate 24 in a relatively 
steep position (FIGS. 3 and 4) when propped against 
the edge 26 of recess 22; and at either side of said cen 
trally located bar 32 are two shorter bars 30a and 30b 
which are of equal length and which hold the plate se 
curely in a more gently sloping position when propped 
against the edge 26 of recess 22 while the centrally lo 
cated prop bar 32 is folded backwardly toward the 
inner surface of plate 24. A releasable latch 34 may be 
provided to hold the plate 24 in submerged condition 
within the recess 22 after all of the struts have been 
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folded fully backwards upon the inner surface of said 
plate. 
When a person wishes to write while travelling on a 

piane, train or bus, he simply places the attache case 
upon his knees with the recessed side wall up and the 
handle facing his torso. He then releases the latch 34, 
lifts the plate 24 from the recess 22 and places the 
shorter struts 30a and 30b against the remote edge 26 
of the recess. 
The gently upwardly sloping outer surface of the 

plate will now act in the same manner as the top surface 
of a table or desk and make it easy for him to write. On 
the other hand, if the traveller wishes to read, he lifts 
the table plate 24 higher and moves the longer prop bar 
32 into position against the edge 26 of recess 22. The 
outer surface of the table slopes now more steeply rela 
tive to the outer surface defined by the recessed side 
wall of the case and constitutes a book support that is 
ideal for reading books, magazines and papers (FIG. 
3). A ledge 36 may be provided on the surface 20 of lid 
portion 4 of the case along the hinged edge of the plat 
form 24 to act as a stop that prevents books of papers 
from sliding off the inclined surface of the table plate 
24. 
When the traveller arrives at his destination or is fin 

ished with reading or writing, he merely folds the struts 
30a, 32, 30b against the inner surface of the table plate 
24 and lowers the plate until it is fully submerged in the 
recess 22, whereupon he snaps the latch 34 into posi 
tion. The case is now as convenient to handle and carry 
as any ordinary attache case. 
While I have described my invention with the aid of 

a preferred embodiment thereof, it will be understood 
that the invention is not limited to the specific con 
structional details shown and described by way of ex 
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4 
ample, which may be departed from without departing 
from the spirit and scope of my invention. Thus, the 
struts may be hinged to the floor of the recess and 
grooves or fillets may be provided on the underside of 
the table plate for engagement by the free end edges of 
the struts. Also, while I have shown means for holding 
the table plate in two different angular positions rela 
tive to the recessed side surface of the case, more than 
two struts of different length may be provided to hold 
the table in a variety of differently sloping positions. 

I claim: 
1. A flat briefcase comprising a rectangular frame of 

rigid construction and having two wide external side 
surfaces, one of said surfaces having formed therein a 
recess of rectangular shape, a table plate hinged to an 
edge area of said recess for folding movement between 
a submerged position wherein the outer surface of said 
table plate is substantially flush with said recessed sur 
face and a raised position wherein said table plate proj 
ects from said recess and its outer surface slopes rela 
tive to said recessed surface, and foldable support 
means interposed between the inner surface of said 
table plate and said recess for supporting said table 
plate in raised position. 

2. A case according to claim 1 wherein said holding 
means are struts of different length hinged to the un 
dersurface of said table plate and adapted to engage 
with their free edges a side edge of said recess for sup 
porting said table plate selectively in different angular 
positions relative to the recessed side surfaces of said 
CaSc. 

3. A case according to claim 1 including releasable 
latching means for holding said table plate in sub 
merged position. 

r ck s: 


