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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, SAMUEL BABBITT, of
Brazil, in the county of Clay and State of In-
diana, have invented a new and usefal Tm-
provement in Shoes, of which the following is
a specification:
~ My invention consists of a new mode of lac-
ing shoes, by means of an overlapping flap
with loops on the flap ; also, on the other part
adapted for a flat strap, and a strap attached
to the flap near the lower end of the overlap;
also, abt the other end, and lacing in the loops
of each part alternately, and doubled through
a buckle, in which it is secured at the top, the
strap being long enough to let the shoe open

_enough for putting it on or taking it off’ with-
out withdrawing trom the buckle. The loops
are arranged so that when the strap is buckled
it is free to draw through them forward and
backward, according to the strain to which itis
subject at any particular part, and so equalize
the strain throughout the length of the lacing.

The drawing is - side elevation of my im-
proved shoe. , .

A is the flap of one quarter, covering the
slit at the instep and overlapping the quar-
ter B, so as to close the slit as tight as possi-
ble against water and dust. C represents the

loops for the lacing-strap; D, the said strap,
and E the buckle for fastening the strap

after the shoe is laced up:. The strap is at-
tached at I, near one end, to the flap A, near
the bottom of the slit, and passes through the
loops in a zigzag course to the top, and is
doubled through the buckle I, and attached
at its upper end to flap A at F." The doubled
portions passing through the loop allow of
loosening the shoe sufficiently without draw-
ing the strap out of the buckle, thus saving
considerable inconvenience that would attend
the pulling of it out, and it only requires to
project half as mueh beyond the buckle for
that object that a single strap requires. The
flat strap working in the metal loops is capa-
ble of slipping through the loops better than
any other kind of lacings to equalize the strain
along the joints, and thus secure a uniformity
in the fastening not obtained by other fasten-
mngs. »
Having thus deseribed my invention, T claim
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— . )

A shoelacing consisting of the metal loops
¢, flat strap D, and buckle I, all combined
and arranged substantially as deseribed, and
represented in the drawing.

SAMUEL BABBITT.

Witnesses:

D. P. SULLIVAN,
J. E. VEST.




