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This invention relates to stretchers for carrying 
the sick, wounded or a corpse from One place to 
another. 
... One of the objects of the invention is to provide 
a stretcher of improved construction whereby a 
device of this character, may be rendered more 
effective in the care, transfer and treatment of 
the sick or wounded, and whereby discomfort, 
which is due in a large measure to the shocks and 
jars to which the patient may be subjected, will 
be reduced to a minimum. 
Another object of my inimprovement is the 

provision of a stretcher which is comprised of 
two rigid sections. - 

Another object is the provision of a stretcher 
that may be separated, laterally, so that a patient 
may be easily and comfortably placed on a bed 
without the necessity of removing him from the 
stretcher, in other words, the stretcher is re 
moved from the patient. : . 
There are certain types of cases, such as Spinal 

or internal injuries, that require a rigid stretcher 
and extreme care in the loading and unloading 
of the patient. Advantages of my improvement 
are especially applicable in cases of these types. 

It should be understood that where the Word 
“patient' is used througout the Specification, it 
also includes a 'corpse.' 
The above and other objects Will become ap 

parent from a reading of the specification when 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the stretcher, 
Figure 2 is a side elevation, with a patient 

thereon, 
Figure 3 is an end elevation, 
Figure 4 illustrates the stretcher in its open 

position, 
Figure 5 illustrates an end view of the stretcher 

when it is in unlocked position, 
Figure 6 illustrates an end view, partly in sec 

tion, of the invention in its locked or operative 
position, 
Figure 7 is a cross sectional view of the stretcher 

sections disconnected and folded one upon the 
other, 

Figure 8 is a plan view of the device in its pre 
liminary position for operation, 
Figure 9 is an enlarged detail plan view of an 

end of one section of the stretcher, 
Figure 10 is a similar view of the corresponding 

end of the other section of the stretcher, 
Figure 11 is a sectional view taken on the line 
- of Figure 8, and 
Figure 12 is a detail view of a corner of the 

stretcher taken on the line 2-2 of Figure 9. 
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2 
Referring now to the drawings the numeral 5 

refers to the Stretcher in its entirety, which is 
composed of Sections provided with longitudinal 
rails 6 and fl. The rail f6, has removably at 
tached to end thereof and substantially at a right 
angle thereto a tubular member 8 which has a 
latch member 9 mounted thereon, said latch 
member being actuated by a Spring 20. The latch 
member 9 is pivotedly mounted, as illustrated 
at 2, and has at its inner end the downwardly 
extending lug or finger 22. 
At this same end of the stretcher the rail 7 is 

provided with a pivoted bar 25 having a plurality 
of serrations 26 thereon, its pivot 27 being ar 
ranged at its inner end and at the Outer end of a 
bar 28 which extends laterally from rail 7. The 
bar 28 is removably attached to the longitudinal 
rail 7, the detaching means to be described 
hereinafter. 
When the Serrated bar 25 is in its extended or 

open position, it may be inserted into the tube 8, 
thereby permitting the latch f9 to retain the two 
members in locked position through cooperation 
of the lug 22 and one of the serrations 26. The 
Spring 20 will retain the lug 22 in whichever 
Serration it is deposited. To separate the two 
sections of the stretcher, it is only necessary to 
reverse the above described action. 
In order to remove the tube 8 from the rail 

6, there is provided a bolt 29 which extends 
through openings in a forked member 30, the 
member 30 having upper and lower portions 3 
and 32 arranged for reception therebetween of 
a hub 33, which has, preferably, integral there 
With a handle 34. The forked member 30 has a 
cylindrical stub portion 35 which is arranged for 
reception of an end of the rail 6. 

In order to disassemble any of the four corners 
of the stretcher it is only necessary to unscrew 
a Wing nut 36, remove the bolt 29 and then sepa 
rate the parts. 
Base members 40 and 4, of triangular croSS 

section, have attached to the outer wide edges 
thereof any desirable number of rail retaining 

45 members 42 and 43, respectively, and at their 

50 

55 corner. 

ends are supported and reinforced by plates 44. 
The tubular members 8 and bars 28 are 

formed integral with or suitably Secured to the 
fork members 30. 

Preferably, attached to the rails 6 and may 
be any retaining means, such as straps 45. 
The diagonal corners of the stretcher are simi 

lar in construction and it is therefore believed to 
be superfluous to repeat the description of each 

The only difference in their structure 
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being in the manner of arranging the tubes 8 
and bars 25 and 28, each being on opposite sides 
at the ends of the stretcher. 
The arrangement of transposing the end struc 

ture so that the members 8 and 28 are located 
at diagonally opposite corners, provides the added 
advantage of preventing sagging of the Stretcher 
when a patient is being carried thereon by insur 
ing that the stretcher will be of uniform strength 
at both ends. 

Figure 8 clearly illustrates the preferred man 
ner in which the stretcher may be operated, 
One end is locked, in the manner as already de 
scribed, and in a Scissor-like manner, the Sec 
tions are brought together, thus gently lifting the 
patient up until the inner edges of the bases 40 
and 4 are brought adjacent one another. 
The illustrated and described embodiment of 

my invention is the preferred form but various 
changes may be made without departing, from 
the scope of the invention as set forth in the 
appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A Stretcher formed of corresponding. Sec 

tions, each of Said Sections including a corner 
member at each end thereof, a relatively Wide 
body Supporting member forming a part of each 
Section. and extending from end to end thereof 
and Supported at its ends by the corner members 
of said sections, each of Said supporting members 
or bars being. tapered in cross Section inwardly 
and toward the supporting member or bar of the 
other Stretcher section, one of the corner men 
bers of each section having an inwardly extend 
ing tubular member provided with a spring latch, 
the other corner member of each stretcher Sec 
tion having an inwardly extending bar, a latch 
bar hingedly connected to the free end of said 
inwardly, extending bar and provided with 
notches or Serrations, Said tubular members and 
latch bars of the two sections being disposed at 
opposite ends of the stretcher for detachable and 
adjustable engagement of said hinged latch bars 
in Said tubular members, said Spring latch means 
being constructed and arranged for detachably 
and adjustably latching the hinged latch bars in 
the tubular members for varying the width of the 
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4. 
stretcher, and said hinges being constructed and 
arranged whereby one end of the stretcher can 
be connected and the other end thereof Subse 
quently moved toward a connected position, SO 
that the stretcher may be assembled beneath a 
perSon to be Supported thereby and while requir 
ing only a slight elevation of the person. 

2. A Stretcher as in claim 1, each of said sec 
tions including a rod extending longitudinally 
thereof and secured at, its ends in the section 
corner members and disposed outwardly of and 
adjacent to the wider, outer edge of the support 
ing. member or bar of Said Section. 

3. A stretcher as in claim 1, each of said sec 
tions including a rod extending longitudinally 
thereof and Secured at its ends in the section 
Corner members and disposed outwardly of and 
adjacent to the wider, outer edge of the support 
ing nember or bar of Said section, and straps 
connected to said rod and extending transversely 
of the stretcher for releasably and adjustably 
retaining, the body, of the person thereon. 

4. A stretcher as in claim 1, and a handle 
SWingably connected to and projecting from each 
of Said. Corner members, Said corner members 
having means: for adjustably clamping the han 
(dles thereto for varying the relative, disposition 
of the handles depending upon the width of the 
Stretcher. 

ARTHUR EUGENE, ATWOOD. 
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