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This invention relates to an ophthalmic mounting and
more particularly to an improved mounting comprising
a bridge and separable eye frames.

A primary object of this invention is the provision of an
ophthalmic meunting of novel and improved appearance
characterized by a bridge which may be of zylonite or
the like, and eye wires provided with ornamental front
plaques of contrasting material such as sheet metal of
gold, or gold plated metal, or the like, adapted to interfit
with the bridge but be readily separable therefrom.

An additional object of the invention is the provision
of an ophthalmic mounting or frame of this character
provided with means whereby various sizes of eye wires
may be readily assembled with various sizes of bridges,
and various styles of eye wire plagues associated with
bridges of different colors or design, whereby the op-
tometrist may effect a substantial reduction in the quan-
tity of stock frames normally kept on hand.

A further object of the invention is the provision of an
ophthalmic mounting of this character which is readily
adaptable to a wide variety of sizes, shapes, colors and
designs which may be assembled from the component
elements of the mounting with a minimum of time, effort
and difficulty.

Still other objects reside in a combination of elements,
arrangements of parts, and features of conmstruction, all
as will be more fully pointed out hereinafter, and shown
in the accompanying drawing wherein there is disclosed
a preferred embodiment of this inventive concept.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of one form of
ophthalmic mounting embodying the instant invention,

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the structure of Figure 1,

Figure 3 is a rear elevational view of the mounting,

Figure 4 is an erlarged end view of the bridge com-
prising a feature of the instant invention,

Figure 5 is a fragmentary front elevational view of the
bridge of Figure 4,

Figure 6 is a top view of the bridge,

Figure 7 is a rear plan view of a single eye wire and its
associated plaque disassembled from the bridge and
having the temple removed.

Similar reference characters refer to similar parts
throughout the several views of the drawing.

Referring now to the drawing in detail, there is general-
ly indicated at 10, a central bridge to which are adapted
to be secured, in a manner to be more fully described
hereinafter, a pair of substantially similar but opposite
eye wires 11, each provided with a front ornamental eye
wire reinforcing plaque 12 to which are secured, also
in a manner to be more fully described hereinafter,
temples 13. Each eye wire is adapted to surround and
mount a lens 14,

Referring now particularly to the bridge member 10,
as best shown in Figures 3 to 6 inclusive, the latter in-
cludes a pair of oppositely extending projections 15 and a
central bridge or body portion 16 having an arcuate cen-
tral portion 17 (see Fig. 6), adapted to bridge the top of
the nose. The lower portion of the projections 15 merge
intc the arcuate end portions 18 of central body 16 and
are provided with a centrally positioned longitudinally
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extending groove 19 adapted for the reception of the rim
of an adjacent eye wire 11.

The first edges of projections 15 are provided -with
cutaway end portions 20 of a depth substantially equal to
the width of ornamental plaque 12 and adapted for the
reception of the ends thereof in a manner to be more
fully described hereinafter. Each projection 15 is pro-

“vided in the front face thereof adjacent the cutaway por-

tion 20 with 2 slot 21 and each side of the body portion
is correspondingly provided with a recess 22 positioned
in the groove 19. Laterally extending upper and lower
bores 23 and 24 extend through the rear face of bridge
10, the bores 23 communicating with the slot 21, and the
bores 24 intersecting the recess 22 at substantially right
angles thereto. )

Having reference now to the eye wires 11, these may be
of any desired conventional size or configuration and are
preferably formed with separable ends adapted to be
secured together in.any desired conventional -manner
as by a barrel 39, having a threaded bore therein within
which is seated a securing screw or the like. The eye
wires 11 are adapted to be secured to the plaques 12 in
any desired manner as by soldering 3%, but are prefer-
ably spaced slightly rearwardly of the plague to provide
a space between the eye wire and the plaque.

Each eye wire 11 is provided with projection 32 and
each plaque is provided with a barrel 33 having an in-
ternal bore 34, the barrel extending over and being sub-
stantially flush with the rear edge of eye wire 11. Both
projection 32 and bore 34 are internally threaded.

In the assembly of the device, the eye wire 11 is adapted
to be positioned in the groove 19, with the barrel 33 ex-
tending into recess 21, with its bore 34 in alignment with
bore 23, the assembly being held in position by means
of screws 35 (see Fig. 3). - Simultaneously projection 32
seats in bore 22, the recess 24 being aligned with the cen-
trally threaded aperture therein and secured in position
as by means of locking screws 36. Thus it wil be seen
that the end 37 of each plaque 12 seats firmly against
the ridge formed by the cutaway portion 20 of the bridge
and the assemblies of bridge eye wires and plaques are
securely held in related assembly by means of the screws
35 and 36.

As best shown in Figures 1 and 2, the ends of each
plague 12 are curved, as indicated at 38, and carry hinge
barrels 39 adapted to coact with corresponding hinge bar-
rels carried by the ends of temples 13 in order that the
temples may be pivotally mounted thereon in a conven-
tional manner. ‘

The eye wires 11 also carry the conventional nose pad
mounting wires 4@ to which are secured the nose pads 41.

In the use and assembly of the mounting, it will be seen
that any desired size of eye wire may be readily soldered
to any desired style of plaque and the resultant combina-
tion eye wire and plaque assembled with any desired
size or color of bridge, merely by positioning the parts as
previously described &nd securing the same by means of
the screws 35 and 36.  Obviously any desired lens may be
utilized with the eye wires when the latter is separated in
a known and conventional manner.

From the foregoing it will now be seen that there is
herein provided an improved ophthalmic mounting which
may be readily adapted to a variety of sizes, colors and
styles of ophthalmic mountings and wide variations
therein may be produced by the appropriate choice of
different designs, styles, shapes and colors of bridges,
plaques, and eye wires. .

It will also be seen that there is herein provided an
ophthalmic mounting which accomplishes all of the
objects of this “invention, and others, including many
advantages of great practical utility and commercial im-
portance. - ’
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As many embodiments may be made of this inventive
concept and as many modifications may be made in the
embodiment he1embefore shéWn and described, it is to be
understodd that all matter héréin is to B¢ inferpréted

merely as illustrative and not in a l‘lﬁutlﬁ\g sefiss,

What l claim is:

bndge a pa1r of eye wires releasably coﬁnected o op-
posite erids of said bridge, and front plaqués Secureéd to
said eye wires interfitting with the ends of said bridge,
said bridge havmg longltudmally extendmo channels in
the ends thereof in which the innier portmns of saxd eye
wires Seat and 1nterenga°mg means of sald inner por-
tions of said wires and in said channels ‘conneécting sald
bridge and eye wires, safd medns mcludmg Teécesses In
said bridge inwardly of said ‘chaniiéls; a pair ‘of barrels
on said inmer portions of 53id ‘eye wires, bores infer-
secting said recesses, and screws extendmg through 5aid
bores securing said barrels in $aid recesses.

2. In an ophthalmxc mountmo t’he combmanon of a o

bridge, a pair of eye wires releasably coninected {6 ‘op-
posite ends of sald bridge, and front plagiies secured to
said eye wires interfitting with® the ‘ends of said bndge
said bridge having lonﬂltudmally ektending chantels in
the ends thereof in which the inner pornons of said ‘eye
wire seat and mterengagmg means on said inner portions
of said wires and in said channels connectmg said bridge
and eye wire, said means including recesses in said bridge
inwardly of szud changels, a barrel on said inner portmns

of said eye wires, bores intersecting said recessés, and -

screws extending through said bores securmg said barrels

in said recesses, additional apertures in 'said bridge, pro-

jections having centrally disposed bores carriéd by said

plaques seating in said additional apertures, and addition-

al screws extended through said additional apertures en-
gaging in the Bores of said pro;ecuons

3. In an cophthalmic mounting the combination of a
bridge, a pair of eye wires relea’s‘ably connected to op-
posite ends of said bridge, and front plaques secured to
said eye wires interfitting with the ends of said bridge,
said bridge having longitudinally extending channels in
the ends thereof in which the inner portions of said eye
wire seat and interengaginy means on said inner por-
tions of said wires and in said charinels connecting sdid
bridge and eye wire, said means including recesses in
said bridge inwardly of said channels, barrels on said
inner portions of said eye wires, bores intersecting said
recesses, and screws extending through said bores secur-
ing said barrels in said apertures, additional apertures in
said bridge, prcojections having centrally disposed bores
carried by said plaques seating in said additional aper-
tures, and additional screws extended through said addi-
tional apertures engaging in the bores of said projections,
the ends of said bridge having cut away portions on the
forward side thereof toc a depth substantially equal to the
thickness of said plaques, the ends of said plaques seating
in said cutaway portions to be substantially flush with the
front of said bridge. -

4. In an ophthalmic mounting, a bridge piece, a pair
of eye wires fixed to and extending from said bridge
piece, a pair of plagues disposed in confronting position
to said eye wires and fixed to said eye wires and said
bridge piece with the intermediate portions of said plaques
spaced forwardly from said eye wires, said-bridge piece
comprising -a nose bridge spanning - ‘portion and a pair
of substantially divergent ends extending from each end
of said nose bridge spanning portion, said ends having a
longxtudmal channel within which the nasal portion of
each ‘eye wire is adapted to seat, correlated means car-
ried by said nasal pcruon ‘and said bndge plece securing
said nasal portion in ‘said. channel, each plaque being
fixed adjacent the outer end thereof to an eye w1re, one
member of each pair of ends havmg a cutaway in the
forward side thereof, said cutaway formmg a shoulder
against which the inner end of said plague is adapted to
abut, said one member havmg an opening therethrough

i0

40

60

G5

75

4 .
communicating with said cutaway, a barrel fixed to the
inner portion of said plaque and engaging in said opening,
and a screw threaded into said barrel from the inner side
of said one member to thereby tightly secure said plaque
in said cutaway with the inner end of said plaque abutting
said shoulder,

5. In an ophthalmic mounting, a bridge piece, a pair
of eye wires fixed to and extendmg from said bridge
piece, a pair of plagues disposed in confronting position
to said eye Wires and fixed to the outer upper portions of
said eye wires with the intérmediate portions of said
plaques spaced forwardly from the @pper portions of said
eye wires, said bridge piece being formed with a pair of
cutouts in the forward side thereof in which the inner ends
of said plaques énpage, a barrel fixed to each plaque ad-
Jacent the inner end thereof said bridge piece having an
opemng emendmg therethrou0h in which said barrel en-
gages, scre\vs securmg saul banels in said opemngs sald
the sfasal portloq of an eye wire seats, said bridge piece
also haviig & recess extendmg mwardly from said chan-
nel, and a pro;ectlon ﬁxed to the nasal portion of each
eye Wire snugly engaging in said recess.

6. In an ophthalrmc mounting, a bridge piece, a pair
of eye w1res fixed to and extendmg from said bridge
piece, a pair of plaqueés disposed in confrcntmg position
to said eye Wwires and fixed ‘to the outer upper portions
of gaid eye wires with, the infermediate portions of said
Dlaques spaced forwardly from the upper portions of said
eye wires, said bridge piece being formed with a pair
of ciitouts in the foriard side thereof in which the inner
ends of said plaques engage, a barrel fixed to each plaque
ad}acent the inder end thereof, said bridge piece having
an open;ng extendmg therethrough in which said barrel
efigages, Screws securing said barrels in said opemngs,
said bridge piece having a channel in each end thereof in
which the nasal portion of an eye wire seats, said bridge
plece also having a recess extending mwardly from said
clidninel, a pro;ectlon fixed to the nasal portion of each
cye wire snugly engaging in said recess, and a screw ex-
tendmg &t least partially through said bridge piece and
threaded mto said projection.

7. In an 9phthalmic mounting, a bridge plece, a p‘air
of eye wires fixed to and extendlnfy from said bridge piece,
a pa1r of plaques dlsposed in confronting position to said
eye wires and fixed to said eye wires and said bridge
piéce with the intérmediate portions of said plaques spaced
forwardly from the upper portlons of said eye. wires, said
bridse pxece comprising a Hose bridge spanning portion
and a pair of substantially dlvergent ends extending from
each end of said nose bridgé spanning portion, said ends
having a longltudmal channel within which the nasal por-
tion of each eye wire is adapted to seat, correlated means
carned by said nasal portmn and said bndge piece secur-
ing said nasal portion in said channel, each plaque being
fixed adjacent the outer end thereof to an eye wire, one
member of edch pair of ends havmg a cutaway in the
forward side théreof, said cutaway forming a shoulder
apAinst which the inner end-of said plaque is adapted
to abut, said one member having an opening there-
through commumcatmg with said cutaway, a barrel fixed
to- the inner portxon of said plague and engaging in said
opemng, and a screw threaded into $aid barrel from the
insér side of said one tmémber to thereby tightly secure
said ‘plaqie in said cutaWay with the inner end of said
plague abutting said-shoulder, the edge of said shoulder
and the inner abutting end of said plaque having a con-
ﬁguratlon stuch that said plaq‘ue will be held against turn-
ing relative fo said ‘bridge piece.
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