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To ald, Luhon, it naily concern: 
Beit known that I, ELBRIDGE J. STEELE, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at New 
Britain, in the county of Hartford and State 

5 of Connecticut, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Toy Pistols; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
aS will enable other's skilled in the art to which 

Io it appertains to make and use the Same. 
My invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in toy pistols for explod 
ing fullminate caps, and has for its object to 
provide such a device which shall be self-cock 

I5 ing, while at the same time the hammer shall 
be so situated that the fulminate Will not scat 
ter when exploded, thereby rendering its use 
free from danger; and with these ends in view 
my invention consists in a spring-bolt arranged 

2O within the barrel of the pistol, and a revolv 
ing trigger operating upon said bolt, in the 
manner and for the purpose hereinafter fully 
and in detail explained, and then specifically 
designated by the claims. 
In order that those skilled in the art to 

which my invention appertains may under 
stand more fully how to make and use my im 
provement, I will proceed to describe the same 
in detail, referring by letters to the accom 
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3o panying drawing, forming part of this speci 
fication, in which a central vertical longitudi 
mal section of my device is shown. 
A is an ordinary coil-spring, and B a bolt 

placed within the same. This spring rests or 
5 abuts against a shoulder, C, in the barrel of 
the pistol, So that it cannot drop out while in 
use. The Shank of the bolt B is less in diam 
eter than the bore of the pistol, SO as to work 
or slide freely in the same. 
D is a head on the end of the bolt, and its 

diameter is greater than that of the spring, so 
that it will be readily understood that said 
Spring, when the several parts are in operative 
position, as seen in the drawing, will be con 

45 fined between the shoulder Cand the head D. 
E is a lug projecting from the head of the 

bolt downward toward the trigger. 
F is the trigger, which consists of a piece of 

metal pivoted at the center within the shell 
5O of the pistol in such manner as to revolve 

freely. 
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In assembling the parts of my impl’Ove 
ment, I insert the bolt within the Spring and 
place the two in one shell of the pistol. The 
two shells are then riveted or otherwise Se 
cured together. 
The trigger is constructed in such a man 

ner that each radial arm will come in Succes 
sive contact with the projecting lug on the 
bolt-head as said trigger revolves. 
The operation of my improvement is as fol 

lows: The trigger is pressed in the usual Way 
until the bolt has been forced far enough ahead 
to permit a fulminate cap to be placed back 
of the head of the bolt, between the same and 
the stock of the pistol. By continuing the 
pressure on the trigger the bolt is forced ahead 
until the trigger is out of engagement With the 
projecting lug, when the force of the Spring 
causes the boit to fly back, thereby exploding 7O 
the cap. 

Prior to my invention toy pistols of Val 
rious descriptions have been constructed; but 
the great disadvantage in these has been that 
the hammer is constantly getting Out of Or- 75 
der, owing to the necessarily cheap construc 
tion of the device; and also if the Spring 
that actuates the said hammer is stiff there 
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! is danger in catching the finger underneath 
the same as it descends. By the use of my 8O 
improvement there are none of these disad 
vantages, since the ordinary hammer is dis 
pensed with and a spring-bolt Substituted 
therefor within the barrel of the pistol and 
entirely out of the way. 
Having thus described my invention, What I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a toy pistol, a spring-bolt arranged 
within the barrel of the pistol, and adapted to 
be actuated by the trigger without any inter 
vening mechanism, substantially as set forth. 

2. The spring-bolt B, having projecting lug 
E, in combination with the trigger F, without 
any intervening mechanism, substantially as 
Set forth. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
ELBRIDGE J. STEELE, 
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Witnesses: 
WM. D. BISHOP, Jr., 
W. T. HAVILAND. 


