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To all whom 1t may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, WirLiam Jomux Coorzg,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Stockton, in the county of San Joaquin,
State of California, have invented certain
new and useful Jmprovements in Postal-
Card-Display Duvmcs, and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to devices for dis-
playing cards and like articles, more partic-
ularly picture postal cards in convenient po-
sition for inspection, display and the storage
of articles of this chf\ractu, and has for one
of its objects to provide a simply constructed
device of this character whereby a plurality
of cards may be constantly displayed and at
the same time stored in convenient and ac-
cessible position and without danger of dam-
age from handling or from becoming “ shop
worn.”

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a simply constructed device of this
character whereby a supply of cards may be
stored safely from damage by dust or damp-
ness or from being handled or otherwise
damaged.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in a casing having two
endless chains engaging chain wheels run-
ning over shafts spaced apart, the chains
coupled at intervals by fransverse rods, a
plurality of receptacles for the cards open
at the front and top and suspended frow the
rods, and means for constantly rotating the
chains to bring the receptacles containing
the cards successively in front of a digplay
opening or door having a transparvent panel.

The invention further consists in certain
novel features of construction as hereafter
shown and described and then specifically
pointed out in the claim, and in the draw-
mgs illustrating the preferred embodiment
of the invention, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of the improved device, partly in sec-
tion. Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2—2 of
Fig. 1. I<10 3 is a section on the line 3—3
of Flo 1. I<10 4 is a sectional detail illus-
tr fmnfr the construction of the locking pawl
mechanism.

The improved device comprises a casing
10 of any suitable form, and of any desired
ornamental shape or design and preferably
forming a part of the fixtures of a store and

extending from the ceiling to the floor and
against a wall, the coxhno ndicated at 11,
the floor at 12 and the wall at 13, and the

asing being provided with swinging doors
14 lmvmo transpavent glass )‘me]s 4% of the
nsual form.

Mounted for rotation in the upper portion
of the casing is a shaft 36, and likewise
ntounted for rotation in the lower portion of
the casing is a shaft 15, the shaft 36 carry-
ing spaced chain wheels 16—17 and the
shaft 15 carrying spaced chain wheels
18—19, the wheels 16— 18 c‘ulymd an end-
less chain 20 and the w arrying
an endless chain 21, the “chains made up
preferably of detachable links and certain of
the links at spaced intervals having perfo-
rated ears 22 carrying rods 23, the rods be-
ing uniformly quced apart, as shown.

qnspended from the rods 23 are a plurality
of receptacles 24 for the cards to be dis-
played and formed with an open front 25
and likewise open at the top as at 26, so
that the cards indicated at 27 may be read-
ily inserted and removed and the outermost
card dlsplfwed through the opening.

Extending upmn‘dy from each end of
each receptacle are arms 28 having a ter-
minal hook 29 for engaging over the Tods 28,
the hooks preferably h‘Lnno a 1'e1at1velv
long depending terminal so That they will
not be 1ead11v “detached from the rods but
will require to be elevated to a considerable
extent before they can be released. By this
means the receptacles will not be aceident-
ally displaced from the rods when in oper-
ation.

The chain wheels will be sufliciently large
so that as the chains carrying the rods and
the suspended receptacles are rotated, the
receptacles will readily pass over the upper
shaft 86 without being disturbed thereby,
and the shaft 15 will be disposed a suflicient
distance above the floor 12 so that as the re-
ceptacles move downwardly and around the
bottom of the lower shaft and then upward
again at the front or next to the door of the
casing, the receptacles will not strike the
floor.

At one point intermediate the shafts
86—15 a stub shaft 34 is arranged and car-
rying a chain wheel 35 engaging the chain
20. Carried by the shaft 34 is a brake or
drum 38 preferably with spaced teeth, and
swinging at 30 upon the casing 10 is a small
lever 31 having a pawl 82 swinging from one
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end, the pawl adapted to be alternately
engaged with and disconnected from the
toothed wheel or drum 38 according to the
position of the lever.

Push buttons 33—42 are movably ar-
ranged through the front portion of the cas-
ing 10 and connected to the opposite ends
of a lever 31, the lever being pivoted at 30 to
the casing 10. The pqwl 32 is connected
to the lever 81 at one end, so that when the
push button 33 is moved inwardly the pawl
will be engaged with the drum and lock the
belt and its connections. Then when the
push button 42 is moved inwardly, the lever

31 will be reversed in position, and release.

the pawl, and likewise release the belt of re-
ceptacles.

Projecting from the casing 10 is a contact
member 41, and depending from the rod of
the push button 33 is a contact 40, the two
contacts being engaged when the push but-
tons are in oune position and disengaged
when they are in the opposite position.

The push buttons 83—42 and the contacts
40—41 form a controlling switch for the
motor which operates the belt of receptacles,

.as hereafter explained.

The device 1s preferably desmned to be
operated by an electric motor, and 2 conven-
tional outline of a device of this character
is represented at 37 with the conductor wires
represented respectively at 43—39 and con-
nected respectively to the members 8341
of the controlling switch. By this means
when the push button 33 is operated to force
the pawl 32 against the drum 28, the con-
tacts 40—41 will be separated and the switch
opened and thus break the circuit and dis-
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connect the motor, and at the same time lock
the belt of receptacles. Then when it is de-
sived to operate the belt again the pawl 32 is
withdrawn from the drum 28 by actuating
the push button 42 and reversing the posi-
tion of the switch, and the motor is thus
again connected with the source of energy.
By this simple means the operation of the
motor is controlled and the belt of recep-
tacles held in stationary position when the
motor is cut-out.

What is claimed, is:—

Tn a device of the class described, a casing
shafts mounted for rotation and spaced apart
within said casing, chain wheels carried by
said shafts, endless chains operating over
said chain whesls, rods spaced apart and
connected to sald chains, a plurality of re-
ceptades open &t the top and with upwardly
projecting hooks detflchflbly engaging said
vods, an mtermediate chain wheel ¢ engaging
one of said chaing and having a toothed
drum rotated therewith, a swin@in arm, a
pawl connected to said arm and qltelnately

engaging said- UI‘HD], means for SWIDO'HIU'

sald arm, an electric motor connected to
actuate said endless chains, and switch de-
vices associated with said swinging arm,
whereby the circuit through the motor is
closed simultaneously with the removal of
the pawl from engag ement with the drum.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two Wltnesses

WILLIAM J. COOPER.
Witnesses:

G. C. WiLwIns,
C. H. Daxouvam.
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