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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, RICHARD M. BENT, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at the city
of New York, in the county and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Duplicate-Whist Appara-
tus, of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description. . S

My invention relates to improvements in
apparatus for playing duplicate-whist, and
has for itis object to provide a neat and inex-
pensive tray wherein the cards may be firmly
held at their edges in order to maintain the
cardsin proper position within the receptacles
in the sides of the tray.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide the card-receptacles of the tray with hold-
ing devices which will permit of the cards be-
ing readily inserted or withdrawn from said
receptacles without injuring or bruising the
same.

These objects T am enabled to attain by
means of my said invention, which consistsin
the novel details of construction and the com-
bination,connection,and arrangement of parts
hereinafter more fully set forth, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims.

Intheaccompanying drawings,forming part

of this specification and wherein like letters
of reference indicate like parts, Figure1 is a -
-top or plan view of my improved apparatus,

the cover thereof being partly broken away
to show the receptacles for the cards, one re-
ceptacle being empty and the other filled with

“cards, and showing the means for maintain-

ing the same in position therein. Fig. 2isa

section taken on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1, and.

Fig. 3isa detail perspective view of one of the
corner blocks.

In said drawings, A designates the tray or
holder, comprising a base B, having secured
thereon at each of its corners a block C, and
a block C', secured thereon in the center.

D designates the cover, which may be se--

cured to the base B by screws a, as herein
shown, or by gluing or in any other conven-
ient manner.

By the herein shown and described arrange-
ment of the blocks C C' between the base B
and cover D four receptacles E for the cards
T are formed—one receptacle at each side of
the tray.

The ounter corners of the bLlocks C are
rounded at the edges of the receptacles, as
shown at Fig. 1, to form enlarged mouths for
the receptacles. '

Upon one side of each of the corner blocks
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C which forms one side or wall of the recep-

tacle is secured an elastic cushion G, of felt

or other suitable material, which extendsfrom .

the outer to the inner end of the receptacle.
The corner block whose one side forms the
opposite wall of the receptacle is kerfed at
its outer end, and into said kerf is secured the
bent-over end of a bow-spring H, while its
other end, which is free, extends rearwardly
into the receptacle, the inner ends of these
last-mentioned corner blocks being slightly
rounded to accommodate the free ends of the
springs II. : :

Upon the upper surfaces of the base B
within each of the receptacles E are secured
two strips of cardboard or-other suitable ma-
terial, which extend from the outer to the
inner end of the receptacle and serve to re-
inforce the base at each receptacle, and at
the same time maintain the lowermost card
within the receptacle above the lower edge
of the spring, thus preventing the lowermost
card or cards from slipping beneath the same.

At the edge of the base B, at the center of
each receptacle E, is a thumb-indentation J R
and at the edgesof the cover D, directly above
each of said receptacles E, is a semicircular
recess K, which is made as wide as the mouth
of the receptacle, so as to facilitate the inser-
tion and removal of the cards.

It will be observed that the receptacles for
the cards are provided with enlarged mouths,

which serve to guide the cards into position;

that when the cards are once in position
within the tray the edges thereof, whereby

they are held in place, do not come in eontact.

with the sides or walls of the receptacles
proper, owing to the interposition of the
springs and elastic cushions, thus providing
areceptacle wherein the cards may be readily
inserted, held firmly in position therein, and
again easily removed any number of times

without the slightest injury thereto.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. Anapparatus for the purposes described
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comprising a tray having receptacles in the
sides thereof adapted to receive cards, a
spring arranged upon one side of each recep-
tacle, and an elastie cushion arranged upon
the opposite. side thereof, both adapted for
contact with the edges of the cards to hold
the cards in position within the receptacle,
substantially as specified.

2. An apparatus for the purposes described
comprising a tray having receptacles in the
sides thereof adapted to receive cards, a
spring having one end secured to one side or
wall of each receptacle near the outer edge
thereof, and its other end free and extending
rearwardly into the receptacle, and an elastic
cushion secured to the opposite side or wall
of the receptacle, said spring and elastic
cushion being adapted for contact with the
opposite edges of the cards within the recep-
tacle to hold the same in position therein,
substantially as specified.

3. Anapparatus for the purposes described
comprising a tray having receptacles in the

sides thereof adapted to receive cards, a
thumb indentation in the base of said tray at
the center of each receptacle, and a larger
semicircular recess in the cover at each re-
ceptacle, a bow-gpring having the outer end
bent at an angle to the remainder thereof,
and said bent-over end secured to one of the
sides or walls of the receptacle near the outer
edge thereof and its other end free and ex-
tending rearwardly into the receptacle, and
a strip of felt secured to the opposite side or
wall of the receptacle, said spring and strip
of felt being adapted for contact with the
edges of the cards within the receptacle to
hold the cards in position therein, substan-
tially as specified.

Signed at the city of New York, in the
county and State of New York, this 8th day

of May, 1896.
RICHHARD M. BENT.
Witnesses:
GUSTAVE DIETERICH,
JoHN KEHLENBECK.
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