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. . . PLAY PEN 

Frances L. Rex, Richmond, Wa. 
Application May 3, 1948, Serial No. 24,846 

My invention relates to that class of combina 
tion folding cribs and play pensin which the mat 
treSS and mattress Support are so connected to 
the crib-frame as to be capable of being folded 
With the latter into a compact form. 

Heretofore, it has been necessary to take out 
the mattress and mattress Support to fold the 
Crib, or if the mattress Support was left in, it had 
to be folded upon itself in Some manner, thereby 
increasing the bulk of the Crib when folded as 
Well as rendering the operation of folding the 
Crib laborious and time-consuming. 
One of the objects of my invention is to provide 

a Combination Crib and play pen easily and eco 
nomically manufactured, having a solid floor for 
the pen which Serves as the support for the mat 
treSS, and requiring no Springs when used for a 
bed. The Solid floor and the mattress do not have 
to be folded upon themselves or removed from the 
Crib, thereby reducing the bulk of the crib in 
Storage, thus lessening the danger of losing or 
Soiling the mattress, and reducing to a minimum 
the number of parts handled, simplifying the 
Operation of folding and saving folding and stor 
ing time and space. 
Another object of my invention is to provide 

a crib and play pen that will also be easy to 
transport acroSS rugs, up and down stairs, etc. 
This I accomplish by providing sled runners or 
skis at the lower ends of the legs of the crib, on 
which the crib can be slid along, thus making 
lifting and carrying unnecessary. 

In order that the invention may be clearly 
understood, reference is had to the accompany 
ing drawings forming part of this specification, 
and in Which: 

4 Claims. (C. 5-99) 
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Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my improved . 
baby crib and play pen as it appears when ready 
for folding, with the mattress and floor board in 
a vertical position, lying against one of the side 
frames; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of same, with the end 
partly folded; 

Fig. 3 is an end elevation, showing the floor 
board and mattress in the horizontal position 
Which they occupy when the device is used as a 
crib; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical transverse section on an en 
larged Scale, showing the mattress in the same 
position as in Fig. 3, parts being broken away; 

Fig. 4a is a fragmentary vertical section, simi 
lar to Fig. 4, but showing the mattress in the 
position it occupies when the device is used as a 
play pen; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view on an enlarged 
Scale showing a clip used to hold the end frames 
in normal operative position. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 
mattress showing the strap attached thereto; 

Fig. 7 is a similar view showing a slightly dif 
ferent construction of strap; and 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

2 
Fig. 8 is a fragmentary perspective view on an 

enlarged scale showing one of the upper corners 
of the device with the parts in the position illus 
trated in Fig. 1. - 

Referring to the drawings in detail, my im 
proved crib and play pen is made up of two side 
frames and two end frames, as usual. The side 
frames comprise corner posts fa and b, the cor 
ner posts of each side frame being connected by 
top rails and bottom rails 9 and 9a. 
Each end frame comprises top and bottom rails 

2, each of these being formed of two sections 
hinged together at 3 and hinged to the respec 
tive corner posts at 3a. Thus the end frames can 
be folded inwardly, as indicated in Fig. 2, so that 
the Side frames can be moved toward each other 
into close parallel relation when desired, all as 
well known in the art. 
To hold the end rails rigidly in place when the 

crib is in use, I provide removable, channel 
shaped clips , adapted to fit over the rails ad 
jacent the hinges 3, One Side of the clip being cut 
away as at fla in Fig. 5, to accommodate the 
pintle of the hinge. 
By reference to Figs. 1, 4 and 8, it will be par 

ticularly observed that the posts a are wider 
than the posts b, and that the bottom rail 9 is 
much wider than the top rail lying immediately 
above it, such top rail being joined to the posts 
fd at points adjacent the Outer edges thereof. 
... I provide a mattress support 5 in the nature of 
a rigid floor board. This is hinged at one edge 
to the inner edge of the bottom rail 9, as shown 
at 6 in Fig. 1, and the opposite edge rests upon 
and is Supported by the other bottom rail 9d. 
Nornally resting upon this floor board when 

the device is used as a crib, is a mattress 7, as 
shown in FigS. 3 and 4. In order to hold this 
mattress in position, I secure to the lower side 
thereof a pair of flexible straps 8, each preferably 
extending entirely across the mattress adjacent 
one end thereof, as shown in Fig. 6, the ends of 
this strap projecting beyond the side edges of the 
mattress and the ends adjacent one side edge 
being formed with Suitable openings or button 
holes. 
The ends of the straps projecting beyond the 

Other side edge are brought around the wide bot 
tom rail 9 and permanently secured to the lower 
side thereof as by tacking, as shown at 8b, in Fig. 
4. These strap ends constitute hinges about 
which the mattress may be swung upwardly, as 
indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 3. 
When the mattress is in normal horizontal 

position, as shown in Fig. 4, the strap ends oppo 
site such hinges are passed around the bottom 
rail 9a, and the button holes therein engaged 
Over studs 8d, Set into the lower side of said rail. 
These serve to hold the mattress in position, when 
the device is used as a crib. 
When it is desired to use the device as a play 
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pen, the strap ends are disengaged from the Studs 
8a and the mattress is SWung upwardly, as indi 
cated in dotted lines in Fig. 3, into the vertical 
position shown in Fig. 4a, thus exposing the floor 
board 5. When in the vertical position shown in 
Fig. 4a, it will be seen that the mattress lies 
against the top rail and fits into the receSS 
formed between the inner portions of the wide 
corner posts a, and above the wide bottom rail 9. 
The Width of the mattress is preferably ap 

proximately the same as the distance between the 
top and bottom rails, so that, when the mattress 
is Swung to Wertical position, its upper edge ter 
minates adjacent the top rail. To secure the 
mattress in this vertical position, the strap ends 
having the openings are passed over the top rail 
and engaged with studs c, set into the outer side 
of said top rail, as clearly shown in Fig. 4d. 

: Instead of a single strap. 8, extending entirely 
across the mattress, as shown in Fig. 6, I may 
employ two shorter straps 8', as shown in Fig. 7, 
One being Secured adjacent each edge of the mat 
treSS.- - . 

When it is desired to fold the end frames in 
Wardly and move the side frames close together, 
for Storage or transportation purposes, both the 
mattress and the floor board 5 are swung up to 
vertical position, With the floor board lying close 
ly against the mattress, as shown in Figs. 1 and 8. 
To maintain the parts in this position, straps O 
are provided Secured to the bottom side of the 
floor board, and formed with holes or openings 
adjacent, their ends, and these are passed over the 
top rail, as shown in Fig. 1, and the openings en 
gaged with the same studs c which hold the mat 
treSS-Straps. . . . . . . . 
When the floor board is in normal position, 

these straps O may be hooked back out of the 
Way, by engaging them with other studs Oa, set 
into the lower side of the floor board, as clearly 
shown in Fig. 4. 
In order to facilitate moving the crib about, I 

attach runners 4 to the lower ends of the posts 
of each side frame, which runners are formed 
with curved ends, as shown in Fig. 1. By reason 
of these runners, the crib may readily slide over 
rugs, or up and down steps, thus enabling it to 
be moved without lifting. When the crib is folded 
or collapsed, these runners are brought close to 
gether, and provide a long, narrow base, thus 
rendering handling exceptionally easy. 
What I claim is: 1. A baby crib, comprising side and end frames, 

Said side frames each having top and bottom rails, 
a mattress Support carried by said botton side 
rails, and a mattress hingedly connected at one 
edge to the bottom rail of one of said side frames, 
So that it may be Swung upwardly from said sup 
port into a vertical position in which it lies 
against the inside of said side frame, the width 
of the mattress being substantially equal to the 
distance between said top and bottom side rails, 
and means for Securing the upper edge of the 
mattleSS directly to the top rail of the side frame 
against Which it lies, to hold it in vertical position. 

2. A baby crib comprising side and end frames, 
each of Said Side frames having top and bottom 
rails, a mattress support carried by said bottom 
rails, and a mattress normally resting on said 
Support, strap means secured to the lower side of 
Said mattress adjacent said support and extend 
ing beyond the side edges thereof, said extending 
Strap means at one edge being attached to the 
bottom rail of one of Said side frames and con 
stituting a hinged connection, and said extending 

4. 
strap means at the other edge having a button 
hole, a stud carried by the opposite bottom rail, 
said button hole adapted to engage over said stud 
to normally hold the mattress in position on said 
support, and a second stud carried by the top rail 
of the side frame to which said mattress is hinged 
and also adapted to be engaged by said button 

... hole, the width of said mattress being substan 
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tially equal to the height of Said Side frames, 
whereby, when said strap means is disengaged 
from said first mentioned stud, the mattress may 
be swung upwardly about said hinged connection 
into a vertical position in Which it lies against 
the inside of the side frame to Which it is hinged, 
and whereby it may be retained in Such position 
by engaging said strap means with the stud car 
ried by said top rail. 

3. A combined baby Crib and play pen com 
prising a pair of Side frames, each having top and 
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bottom rails, and a pair of end frames connect 
fing said side frames and each having two Sections 
hinged to each other and to the respective side 
frames, whereby the end frames may be folded 
and the side frames brought together in close 
parallel relation, a rigid floor board supported by 
Said side frames, a mattress normally resting on 
Said, floor board, Said mattress and said floor 
board being separately hingedly connected at one 
edge to the bottom rail of the same side frame, 
whereby said mattress may be swung independ 
ently of Said floor board from normal horizontal 
position into a vertical position in which it lies 
against the inside of said side frame, and means 
for retaining said mattress in such vertical posi 
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tion so that the device is then capable of serving 
as a play pen, the arrangement being such that 
said floor board, when desired, may also be swung 
upwardly into a vertical position in which it lies 
against said mattress, and in which the said end 
frames may be folded and the side frames brought 
close together, with said mattress and floor board 
between them. 

4. A combined baby crib and play pen compris 
ing a pair of side frames and a pair of end frames, 

45 
each of Said Side frames having end posts and top 
and bottom rails, the end posts and bottom rail 
of One of Said Side frames being relatively wide 
and the top rail relatively narrow and disposed 
near the outside edge of said posts, whereby a 
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receSS is formed inside of said top rail between 
Said postS, a rigid floor board Supported on said 
bottom rails, and a mattress normally resting on 
Said floor board, Said mattress being hingedly 
connected at one edge to said wide bottom rail, 
whereby it may be swung upwardly from said 
floor board into a vertical position in which it lies 
against Said narrow top rail and fills said recess, 
and means for attaching the mattress to said top 
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rail to hold it in said vertical position, so that the 
..., device is then capable of serving as a play pen. 
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