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My invention relates to improvements in 
firefighting tools, and it consists in the com 
binations, constructions, and arrangements 
hereinafter described and claimed. 

- 5 An object of my invention is to provide a 
fire fighting tool in which novel locking 
means is provided for rigidly securing the 
blade to the handle, this means preventing 
the accidental flying off of the blade from 

10 the handle, and also preventing rotation of 
the blade with respect to the handle. 

vide a device of the type described which is 
extremely simple in construction, and which 

15 is durable and efficient for the purpose in 
tended. . . . . . . . . . . 
Other objects and advantages will appear 

in the following specification, and the novel 
features of my invention will be particularly 

20 pointed out in the appended claims. 
My invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawing forming a part of this ap 
plication, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de 
25 vice; 

.. Figure 2 is a section along the line 2-2 
of Figure 1; ": 

Figure 3 is a section along the line 3-3 of 
Figure 1; and . . . . . s 

30 Figure 4 is a perspective view of a part of 
the device. . - . . . . . . . . . 

... In carrying out my invention I provide a 
handle 1, which is constructed of a wooden 
piece 2, and a metallic piece 3. The piece 3 

35 has a ferrule 4 that is disposed quite a dis 
tance from the head 5 of the piece. This con 
struction is for the purpose of removing the 
wooden part of the handle quite a distance 
away from the blade 6, so that the wood will 

40 not likely be charred by the flames. I have 
found that when the ferrule is disposed ad 
jacent to the blade and the wooden handle 
mounted in the ferrule, the flame will heat the 
ferrule and will char the wood to such an ex 

45 tent as to loosen the wood within the ferrule. 
By disposing the ferrule a suitable distance 
away from the blade I overcome this dis 
advantage. A rivet 7 secures the wooden 
handle 2 to the ferrule 4. 

50 Figures 2 and 3 show novel means for per 

to the head. 

mitting the blade 6 to be removably secured 
to the part 3 and when so secured to be pre 
vented from accidental withdrawal from the 
part. Many tools having detachable blades 
are unsafe, because the blades oftentimes fly 
off while the tool is being used. To overcome 
this objection I have provided a head 5 of the 
shape shown in Figure 1 and have mounted 
this head upon the threaded portion 8 of the 
part 3. The end of the part 3 is upset as at 9 

55 
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- and this construction rigidly secures the head 
. A further object of my invention is to pro to the part 3 and also prevents rotation be 

tween the two elements. 
The blade 6 has a wedge-shaped opening 

10 therein, see Figure 1, through which the 
head 5 may be threaded when the blade is 
turned at right-angles to that shown in Fig 
ure 2. The blade when being mounted upon 
the part 3 is tilted at an angle with respect 
to the head 5 so that the head may be moved 
through the slot 10. The blade is then turned 
into the position shown in Figure 1, and is 
moved up against the head in order to cause 
pins 11 carried by the head, see Figure 3, to 
enter openings 12 in the blade 6. The pins 75 
prevent rotation of the blade 6 with respect 

In addition to the head 5 I provide a lock 
ing plate 13, see Figure 4. This plate has a 
large opening 14 for receiving the part 3, two 
smaller openings 15 for receiving the pins 11 

80 

and a lug 16 receivable in the slot 10. After 
the blade 6 is moved onto the pins 11, the 
plate 13 is moved up against the blade so that 
the slot 10 will receive the lug 16. The 
blade and plate are now secured to the head 
5 by means of a wing nut 17 that is rotatably 
mounted upon the threaded portion 8. 
From the foregoing description of the va 

rious parts of the device, the operation there 
of may be readily understood. s, . . . 
The plate proper may be of any shape 

desired so that the device may be used for 
urposes other than fighting fires. I have 

found, however, that the blade haying teeth 
18 and a beveled cutting edge 19 is best 
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adapted for fighting forest fires. 
I have also explained how the blade may 

be removed from or attached to the part 3 
and how all of the parts are locked in posi- 100 
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tion by means of the Wing nut 17. This type 
of rigid locking construction for securing a 
blade to a handle is needed in tools of the 
character that must accomplish more than 
ordinary work. The other feature of nov 
elty lies in the fact that the handle 1 has a 
relatively long metal part which spaces, the 
Wooden portion of the handle 2 a sufficient 
distance away from the blade 6. 
: Although I have shown and described one 
embodiment of my invention, it is to be 
understood that the same is susceptible of 
various changes and I reserve the right to 
employ such changes as may come within 
the Scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: . 
1. A fire fighting tool comprising a handle 

having an enlarged end, a blade having an 
opening for receiving Said end, cooperating 
means carried by said blade and said end for 
preventing rotation of said blade with re 
Spect to said end, a clamping member hav 
ing a lug receivable in the blade opening and 
means for moving said member against said 

sk blade. 
2. A tool comprising a handle having an 

enlarged head, a blade having a slot for 
receiving the head, lugs disposed at the 
ends of the head, said blade having lug-re 
ceiving openings, a clamping member slid 
able on the handle and having a lug receiv 
able in said slot, said member having open 
ings for receiving said lugs, and a wing nut 
threaded on the handle for bringing the 
head, blade and clamping member into abut 
ting relation. 

3. A tool comprising a handle having an enlarged head, a bladehaving a slot for re. 
40 
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to of the head, said blade having lug-receiv 
ceiving the head, lugs disposed at the ends 

- - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - receiving 

openings, a clamping member slidable on the 
handle and having a lug receivable in said 
slot, said member having openings for re 
ceiving said lugs, and a wing nut threaded on 
the handle for bringing the head, blade and 
clamping member into abutting relation, the 
lug on said clamping member being disposed 
at one end of said slot while the handle is 
disposed at the other end of the slot. : 

4. A tool comprising a blade having a slot 
therein, a handle having a head insertable 
through the slot, said head being designed 
to abut against One side of the blade, a 
clamping member for abutting against the 
oppositeside of the blade and carrying a lug 
receivable in the slot, and cooperating means 
carried by said head, blade and clamping 
member for preventing the rotation of said 
blade on said handle. , . . . 

: - JOHN C. KORTICK. 

  


