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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, REUBEN S. BABBITT, of 

Jackson, in the county of Jackson and State 
of Michigan, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Fore-Part Irons for 
Shoemakers, of which improvement the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description, 
which will enable other's skilled in the art to 
which my invention appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawing forming a palt of this 
specification, and ill which 

Figures 1 and 2 represent side elevations of 
a fore-part iron provided with my improve 
ments, and Fig. 3 a vertical central section in 
the plane of the line at a. 

Like letters of reference indicate like parts. 
The object of my invention is to improve 

the construction and operation of fore-part 
irons, and to avoid the use of numerous tools 
in doing the work usually done by this class 
of devices; and to that end my invention con 
sists of an adjustable gage, arranged upon a 
screw-pin extending from the end of the hall 
dle, in combination with a laterally-adjustable 
stock, provided with one or more lips, and ar 
ranged in the gage, and extending between it 
and the handle, substantially as hereinafter 
specified. It also consists of a removable and 
adjustable lip, attached to the stock in a man 
ner substantially the same as hereinafter de 
scribed. 
In the drawing, A represents the handle of 

the tool. B is a screw-pin cxtending from the 
end of the handle, and rigidly attached thereto. 
C is a gage upon the outer or serew-threaded 
end of the pin B. The gage is slotted from 
side to side, as represented in Fig. 3. The 
body of the stock is arrangel in the slot of the 
gage, and is capable of being moved freely 
therein. The stock is also so constructed as 
to extend between the handle and the gage, as 
shown; and the part thus extended may be 
slotted to receive the pin B and admit of a 
considerable lateral movement of the stock, as 
shown in Fig. 3. E is a rigid lip on the stock. 
Fis an adjustable lip, attached to the stock. In 
order to render the lip Fadjustable on the stock, 

1873. 

I cut a longitudinal slot, a, in the lip, and at 
tach the latter to the stock by means of a screw, 
(t', arranged in the slot a. In order to pre 
vent the lip F from being tilted from its posi 
tion while the tool is being used, I notch the 
lower end of the said lip, as shown at e, and 
extend a pin, e", from the stock into the said 
notch. 
It will be perceived, from the foregoing de 

Scription, that the gage is adjustable with ref. 
erence to the handle, and that the lips E and 
IF are adjustable laterally with reference to 
the gage, and according to the thickness of the 
sole of the boot or shoe, it being understood 
that the handle is turned for this purpose un 
til it is drawn away from the stock. When 
the stock is adjusted, the handle is turned in 
the reverse direction until the stock is forced 
against the gage With sufficient firmness to be 
prevented from being moved laterally while 
the tool is being used. 

It will also be observed that the lip F is re 
movable, and may be readily made either flush 
with the face of the stock, or extended a greater 
or less distance from it. 
The gage may be rabbeted to receive the 

stock, instead of being slotted for that purpose. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Tiet 
tel's Patent, is 

1. The adjustable gage arranged upon a 
screw-pin extending from the end of the han 
dile, in combination with a laterally-adjustable 
stock, provided with one or more creasing or 
marking lips, and arranged in the gage, and 
extending between it and the handle, substan 
tially as and for the purposes specified. 

2. The removable and adjustable lip F, at 
tached to the laterally-adjustable stock, sub 
stantially as specified, in combination with the 
adjustable gage, arranged upon a screw-pin 
extending from the end of the handle, substan 
tially as and for the purpose specified. 

REUBEN S. BABBITT. 
Witnesses: 

L. M. POWELL, 
A. WISWALL. 

  

  


