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To dll whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, WitLiam T. Caro-
WELL, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Glendale, in the county of Los Angles
and State of California, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Housings for
Flexible Service Tubes and Cables, of which

. the following is a specification.
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My invention relates to a housing for flex-
ible ‘service tubes and cables; the principal
objects of my invention being to provide a
relatively simple and practical construction
that will serve as a support and a housing
for the air and water tubes that are utilized
in garages and service stations for motor ve-
hicles, to provide a support and housing that
will hold tubes, cables and the like in con-
venient position where they may be readily
withdrawn when used ; and further to pro-
vide the housing of the device with means
whereby it may be locked to prevent the un-
authorized use or removal of the inclosed
flexible tubes and cables.

With- the foregoing and other objects in
view, my invention consists in certain novel
features of construction and arrangement of

parts that will be hereinafter more fully de-
scribed and claimed and illustrated in the

accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a vertical section taken through
the center of a flexible tube and cable hous-
in%‘ of my improved construction.

ig. 2 is s perspective view of the upper
part of the housing and showing the open-

ing through which the tube or cable passes

during its movement into and out of the
housing. :
. Fig. 8 is s perspective view of the upper
portion of the housing and showing the
means utilized for locking the door or open-
in'%‘in the upper end thereof.

ig. 4 is an enlarged vertical section taken
approximately on the line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

ig. 5 is a vertical section taken on the
line 5—5 of Fig. 4.

Referring by numerals to the accompany-

ing drawings which illustrate a practical
embodiment of my invention, 10 designates

a vertically disposed tubular housing pref-

erably constructed of sheet metal and which

-may be conveniently located in a garage or

gservice station, and es jllustrated in Fig. 1,
it is desirable, although not essential, that

‘the lower part of the housing be extended.

downwardly inte the-ground so that the up-

per portion projects a short distance, for -

instance three or four feet above the ground.

The . upper end of the housing is closed
by a fixed cap 11, and the lower end is pro-
vided with one or more openings 12 which
will permit the ready escape of any water
that might otherwise accumulate in the bot-
tom of the tube. Formed in the upper por-

tion of the wall of the tube is an opening 13

that is normally closed by a hinged door 14,
and the latter being provided at its free
edge with a hinged hasp 15 that is adapted
to receive an eye or staple 16 that is secured
to the body of the housing, and to lock the
hasp and door in closed positions, the shackle .
of a suitable padlock 17 is inserted through
the eye or staple 16. '
Formed in the wall of housing 10, pref-

erably at a point opposite the opening 13,

is an opening 18, and secured to the housing
around said opening is a short eutwardly
projecting housing 19, the opening at the
outer end of which is closed by a pair of
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outwardly swinging doors 20 that are hinged .

at their outer edges to the forward edges
of the side walls of housing 19. Secured to
the central portion of one of these doors is
a flexible member 21, preferably a chain or
cable, the free end of which carries a weight
29, and said chain or cable is adapted to
overlie a pin or hook 23 that projects out-
wardly from the outer face of the opposite
door- 20. . o

Secured to the inner face of housing 10
and disposed about the opening 18 is a sub-
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stantially rectangular frame 24 having in-

set side walls 25, and formed in the latter
are vertically disposed slots 26, and extend-
ing laterally from each slot on one side
thereof is a series of notches 27. These
notches are adapted to receive the trunnions
or ends of a shaft 28 that carry a roller 29,
the latter being positioned between the walls
95, and to retain the shaft in a pair of the
notches 27, the legs of an inverted U-shaped
retaining member 30 are inserted through
the top of frame 24, the lower ends of which
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legs rest on flinges 31 that project out- -

wardly from the side walls below the slots
and notches therein. By virtue of the con-
struction thus described, roller 29 is made
vertically adjustable in the upper portion of
housing 24. _
Journaled between the lower portions of
the side walls 25 is a roller 32 that co-oper-
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ates with roller 29 in providing an antifric-
tion bearing for the flexible tube or cable
that is contained within the housing.

Where the housing is utilized for contain-
ing 'an air or water tube, the air or water
supply pipe 33 is connected to a fitting 34
that 1s arranged in the wall of housing 10
preferably at a point just below opening 13,
and connected to said fitting within the
housing is a short depending pipe section 35
in which is located an orginary valve 36.
Detachably connected to pipe section 35 is

one end of a flexible tube 37 that normally
hangs downward within the housing 10

thereby forming an elongated U -shaped
loop, the lower portion of which passes be-
neath a pulley 38 that is journaled in a
block 39. Detachably connected to block

39 is a depending screw threaded rod 40

on which is screw seated a series of counter-
balancing weight sections 41. L
The end of the flexible tube 37 opposite
the end that is connected to pipe sections 35
passes between rollers 29 and 32 and ex-
tends outward through housing:19, and the
outer end of said flexible tube carries a suit-
able faucet 42 or pneumatic tire filling
valve. Secured to the inner end of said

. faucet is one end of a compression spring
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43 that surrounds the flexible tube that is
immediately .adjacent to said nozzle, and
the inner end of said spring is connected to
a ring 44 that is loosely arranged on the
flexible tube. This ring 44 is preferably
formed of rubber or the like, and when the
flexible tube is out of service and positioned
within the housing 10, said ring bears' di-
rectly against the rollers 29 and 32, as illus-
trated in Fig. 1,

The counterbalancin

weights 41 nor-
mally retain the main

dy portion of the

* flexible tube within the housing 10, and
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when so positioned the faucet 42 projects a
short distance beyond the doors 20, and to

. use the flexible tube the faucet is engaged

and pulled outwardly thereby pulling the
body of the flexible tube upwardly through
the housing and between the rollers 29 and
32, thus the faucet may be drawn to a posi-
tion a considerable distance away from the
housing, and when the desired amount of
flexible tube has been drawn out it will be
Erevented from rearward movement into the

ousing by the action of doors-20 which act
as restraining devices, inasmuch as their
free edges engage the flexible tube on oppo-
site sides thereof, and said doors being
drawn into engagement with said tube by

_weight 22 that is connected to chain. or ca-

ble 21 and which latter passes over pin 23.

To permit the return of the flexible tube
to the interior of the housing . it is only
necessary to lift weight 22 a short distance
and swing -the doors 20 outwardly away
from engagement with the flexible tube, and
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the counterbalancing weights 41 will now act
to draw the flexible tube into the housing.

When it is desired to lock the housing
and prevent the removal or unauthorized
use of the flexible tube, inverted U-shaped
member 30 is withdrawn and roller 29 is ele-
vated a suflicient distance to permit the end
of the flexible tube carrying faucet 42 and
ring 44 to be drawn into the upper portion
of the housing after which the faucet is se-
cured to a suitably located hook or other
support within the housing and the door 14
is locked by the engagement of a padlock.
With the parts so arranged it will be impos-
sible to withdraw the flexible tube and
faucet from the housing.

My improved housing is particalarly de-
signed for supporting and eontaining flexi-
ble tubes that are utilized for supplying wa-
ter and compressed air to motor vehicles
and the like and for supporting and con-
taining the cables or conductors of exten-
sion electric lamps, and in'some instances it
may be found advantageous to arrange. all
of the flexible tubes and cables within a sin-
gle housing. -

My improved construction affords a rela-
tively simple and convenient arrangement
for supporting and holding the flexible
tubes and cables, greatly facilitates the
handling of the tubes and cables, retains
the same in comparatively clean condition,
and - provides means for locking the tubes
and cables against use and removal by un-
authorized persons. I
It will be understood that minor changes
in size, form and construction of the various

parts of my improved housing for flexible

service tubes and cables may e made and
substituted for those herein shown and de-
scribed without departing from the spirit
of my invention, the scope of which is set
forth in the appended claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A°housing for flexible service tubes
and cables comprising an elongated housing
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provided with an opening through which a

contained flexible member is adapted to
pass, and separable antifriction rollers ar-

ranged within said housing adjacent to said
opening, = . B
2. A receiver for flexible service tubes

and cables comprising an elongated housing
provided with an opening through which a
contained flexible member is adapted to

pass, antifriction rollers arranged within.
said housing adjacent to said opening, and

a pair of outwardly swinging doors adapted
to close said opening and to engage the flex-
ible member passing therethrough.

3. The combination with a housing, of-

a supply pipe leading thereto,  a flexible
tubular member connected to said supply
pipe and normally centained within said
housing, a counterbalancing weight carried
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by the ﬂexiblé tube within said’ housing,
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there being an opening in. said housing
through which the flexible tube 'is adapted
to pass, and automatic means comprising a
door for gripping the extending part of the
tubular member. .

4, The combination with a housing, of a
supply pipe leading thereto, a flexible tubu-
lar member connected to said supply pipe
and normally contained within said housing,
a counterbalancing weight carried by the
flexible tube within said housing, there be-
ing an opening in said housing through
which the flexible tube is adapted to pass,
and a pair of selfclosing doors normally
closing said opening. _

5. The combination with a housing, of a
supply pipe leading thereto, a flexible
tubular member connected to said sup-
ply pipe and normally contained within
said housing, a counterbalancing weight
carried by the flexible tube within said
housing, there being an opening in said
housing through which the  flexible tube
is adapted to pass, antifriction rollers ar-
ranged within the housing adjacent to the
opening therein and adapted to support the
flexible tube during its movement through
said opening, and a stop collar on said mem-

30 ber to engage the said rollers,

6. The combination with a housing, of a

3

supply pipe leading thereto, a flexible,
tubular, valved member connected to said
supply pipe and normally contained within
said. housing, a counterbalancing weight
carried by the flexible tube within said
housing, there being an opening in said
housing through which the flexible tube is
adapted to pass, doors normally closing said
opening, and antifriction rollers arranged
within the housing adjacent to the opening
therein and adapted to support the flexible
tube during its movement through said
opening, said rollers being separable to ad-
mit insertion of the valved end of said
member. .

7. The combination with an elongated
housing, of a supply pipe leading-thereto, a
flexible tube arranged within said ‘housing
and connected to said supply pipe, a coun-
terbalancing weight connected to said flexi-
ble tube for normally retaining the same
within said housing, there being an opening
formed in said housing through which the
flexible tube is adapted to pass, and door-
like elements for engaging said tube and
holding the withdrawn_ portion against re-
turn movement into the housing.

name to this specification. ‘ .

W. T. CALDWELL
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In testimony whereof I have signed my



