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1. 

This invention relates to snare drums and to 
Snares therefor. 
Drum Snares known hitherto usually provide 

for anchoring the Snare at one side of the drum 
and adjustably mounting the opposite end of the 
Snare, but where adjustable mountings have been 
provided for both ends of the Snare the adjust 
ment of the end mountings has been effected in 
dependently. Moreover in known adjustable 
mountings for drum Snares there has been the 
tendency for the Operating or controlling member 
to Slip, resulting in the Snare coming into the 
Operative position when not required. 
The object of the present invention is to pro 

vide an improved construction of drum snare 
which avoids the disadvantages of known con 
Structions, the improved Snare mounting being 
Simple in construction and effective in use, and 
embodying snare tensioning means. 

Broadly the present invention provides a drum 
Snare in which the snare is moved into and out 
of the operating position by simultaneous move 
ment of mounting means provided at opposite 
ends of the Snare. Such Simultaneous Operation 
of the snare and mountings is preferably effected 
through a common member operable from one 
or either side of the drum. In a preferred ar 
rangement the opposite ends of the Snare are 
clamped to carriers slidably mounted on the drum 
shell, said carriers being moved simultaneously 
by a common operating member Supported With 
in the drum and operable from one or either side 
thereof. Means may be provided for positively 
retaining the Snare end mountings in the opera 
tive or inoperative positions in which they have 
been set. Retention means for this purpose con 
veniently provide spring or equivalent yielding 
means normally effective to hold the end mount 
ings against accidental movement, the opposition 
of the spring or the equivalent to movement of 
the end mounting being readily overcome to per 
mit of said movement, the Spring or the equivalent 
then acting automatically to retain it in the Set 
position. Preferably a single spring is arranged 
to retain each Snare mounting in the set position. 
The invention also provides for Snare tension 

ing means associated with one or both of the 
snare end mountings and comprising, for exam 
ple, a snare end clamp pivotally Supported on 
the movable mounting and co-acting with means 
to regulate the tensioning of the Snare. Identi 
cal snare operating and tensioning mountings 
are provided at opposite ends of the Snare. 
In order that the invention may be more read 

ily understood reference is now directed to the 
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ment of the invention, and Wherein Figure 1 is a 
sectional elevation showing the Snare Operating 
and tensioning means in position on a drum. 
Figure 2 is a front elevation of One of the mount 
ings (with cover removed) and Figure 3 is a sec 
tional plan view on line III-III of Figure 2. 
The construction of the Snare itself forms no 

part of the present invention and may be of any 
suitable form. The Snare is attached in any 
desired manner at each end to a flexible tail 
piece 2 adapted to be gripped near its outer end 
between a transverse dent 3' in the body 3 of a 
clamp device' and a turn-over clip 4 pivoted on 
a pin 5 between upper cheeks 6 formed on the 
clamp body 3. The body 3 is provided at the 
bottom with lower cheeks 7 which are received 
between the side flanges of a channel-sectioned 
carrier 8, the cheeks 1 and carrier flanges being 
pierced for a transverse pivot pin 9. The clamp 
body 3 is also provided intermediately of the 
upper and lower cheeks 6, 7 respectively with a 
screwthreaded boss 0 within which engages a 
knurled-head screw , the point of which bears 
against the base of the channelled carrier 8. The 
clamp is normally drawn in Wards by the tension 
of the snare f so that by adjusting the screw 
the clamp body 3 is swung upon its pivot pin 9, 
thereby regulating the tension of the Snare (See 
dotted position of clamp at left-hand side of 
Figure 1). The channelled carrier 8 is mounted 
for vertical sliding movement within a channelled 
base plate 12, which is fixed to the drum shell 
3 by means of a screwed Stud f4 and an exter 
nally threaded bearing bush 15, the main purpose 
of which is referred to later. The stud 4 has 
a coned collar 6 for engaging Within a comple 
mentary seating 7 formed in the floor of the 
back-plate 2 and carries a fixing nut 8 on the 
screwed portion of the stud which passes into the 
drum shell interior, whereby the stud 4 is se 
cured in position. The base of the carrier 8 is 
provided with two elongated slots 9, 20 which 
clear the stud 4 and bearing bush 5 respec 
tively and serve to limit the vertical movement 
of the carrier 8 relative to and over the chan 
nelled backplate 2. The stud 4 serves also for 
two other purposes; firstly, it secures in position 
by a screwed outer extremity-an outer fixed 
cover 2 supported at its lower end by a pin or 
peg 22 directly engaging the drum shell 3, and 
secondly it serves as a pivot pin for a Spring 
housing cylinder 23. The cylinder 23 is suspended 
from the stud 4 and houses a coiled Spring 24, 
which is compressed between the fixed stud 4 
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at the top and the crown 25' of a slidable plunger 
25 closing the open bottom of cylinder 23. The 
plunger 25 is pivotally connected by a pin 26 to 
the outer end of a lever 2 fixed to a tube 28 
journalled at diametrically opposite sides of the 
drum shell 3 in the two bearing bushes 5, which 
are clamped by nuts 29 to said shell 3. Within 
one end of the tube 28 is received the Shank 30 
of an operating handle 3 disposed outside of 
the cover 22, the tube 28 and inserted shank 30 
being secured together by a crossbolt 32. On the 
boss of the lever 27 is provided a lug 33 which 
.engages Within a S0Cket 34 formed in the adja 
cent flange of the sliding carrier 8. The two 
levers 27 operating by their lugs 33 the two car 
riers 8 are set on the common tube 28 in such 
manner that the SWinging of the operating handle 
3 causes movement simultaneously of both car 
riers 8, thereby enabling the Snare f to be moved 
quickly from the operating position in which it is 
in contact with the drum head 35 as shown, into 
the raised in Operative position indicated in dotted 
lines, and Vice versa. The positions A, B of the 
operating handle 32, indicated in Figure 2, cor 
respond to the settings of the snare i in the op 
erative and the inoperative positions. 

It Will be clear from Figure 2 that the Springs 
24 housed in the pivoted cylinders 23 and acting 
through the plungers 25 connected to the levers 
27 on opposite sides of the drum shell 3 retain 
the levers 27 in whichever position they have 
been set by the SWinging of the operating han 
dle 32. The Opposition of the Springs 24 is read 
ily overcome by the SWinging levers 27, and when 
once the levers 27 have passed the “dead-centre' 
positions the springs 24 assist the movement of 
the levers 27 into the required set positions, in 
which positions they are retained automatical 
ly by the SpringS 24. 
I claim: 
1. A drum comprising a drum shell closed at 

an end by a drum head, a Snare across said head, 
clamped means for holding the opposite ends of 
Said Snare, mounting means for said clamp 
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4. 
means, said mounting means comprising slidable 
carrier members mounted on each side of the 
drum shell, carrier positioning means adapted to 
slide each of said carriers in their respective 
mountings, a single operating member connect 
ed to said carrier operating means, said single 
member being supported in said drum shell and 
operative from a side of said shell, said carrier 
positioning means comprising a cylinder pivoted 
below said clamp means on a pin, a plunger in 
the free end of said cylinder and extending par 
tially from said end of the cylinder, a lever 
mounted on said single operating member con 
nected to One of Said carrier members, Said level 
having its other end pivotally connected to said 
end of the plunger, and Spring means mounted 
in said cylinder between said pin and said plung 
er adapted to assist in the movement of said le 
wer past the dead center position of the Said 
pivotal connection With the plunger and to there 
after retain said lever in set positions to either 
side of the dead center position for the respec 
tive operative and inoperative positions of the 
Sae. 

2. The drum as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said lever for each of said carrier members in 
cludes a lug, and said carrier members include a 
socket for receiving said lug, whereby said car 
lier members are moved by the actuation of said 
levers from said single operating means. 
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