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(57) Abstract: A light modulation device (1A) is provided
with a reflective type spatial light modulator (10), a polariza-
tion splitting unit (31), a first polarization plane rotating unit
(33), a polarization combining unit (41), and a second polar-
ization plane rotating unit (43). The polarization splitting unit
(31) splits the polarization of input light (Lin) and outputs
first split light (L11) (S polarized light) and second split light
(L12) (P polarized light). The first polarization plane rotating
unit (33) makes the first split light (L11) into P polarized
light. A first region (11A) of a modulation plane (11) of the
spatial light modulator (10) modulates first split light (L11)
and outputs first modulated light (L21), and a second region
(11B) modulates second split light (L12) and outputs second
modulated light (L22). The second polarization plane rotating
unit (43) makes the second modulated light (L22) into S po-
larized light. The polarization combining unit (41) combines
the polarization of the first modulated light (L21) and the
second modulated light (L22) and outputs output light (Lout).
Thus, a light modulation device that can increase light utiliza-
tion efficiency can be achieved even when a spatial light
modulator that can modulate only linearly polarized light of a
specific orientation is used.
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