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(54) Navigation device, method of predicting a visibility of a triangular face in an electronic map 
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(57) A navigation device (1) for a vehicle (8) compris-
es a database (2a, 2b) storing, for a plurality of tiles of a
tiling, at least one triangulated irregular network, TIN, de-
fining a three-dimensional surface, and, for a plurality of
triangular faces of the at least one TIN, control informa-
tion defining a nested bounding sphere for the respective
triangular faces. The navigation device (1) comprises fur-
ther a processor (3) coupled to said database (2a, 2b),
configured to calculate a screen-space error for the plu-
rality of triangular faces based on the respective control
information (16) and based on at least one of the follow-
ing: a viewing angle of an electronic map view, a virtual
camera position of the electronic map view. The proces-
sor is configured to predict whether a triangular face is
visible in the electronic map view based on the calculated
screen-space error.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The invention relates to methods and devices
associated with the use of height information in naviga-
tion devices. The invention relates in particular to a nav-
igation device for a vehicle, a method of generating a
database, and a method for estimating a visibility of a
triangular face in an electronic map view. The invention
relates in particular to such devices and methods which
may be used for visualizing a three-dimensional terrain.

Background

[0002] Height information for a terrain is increasingly
widely used in navigation devices. One exemplary field
in which such height information may be used is the out-
putting of three-dimensional electronic map view. Optical
output units may be used for outputting electronic map
views. Since electronic map views may be displayed on
screens of small and/or portable devices, they have the
advantage of being versatile and compact. Three-dimen-
sional (3D) map views, i.e. perspective representations,
may be of particular value to the user owing to their high
recognition quality. I.e., the recognition of an environ-
mental region, such as a street intersection, may be fa-
cilitated when a three-dimensional map is output, as com-
pared to a conventional two-dimensional representation.
[0003] Another field in which height information may
be used includes navigation applications or driver assist-
ance. For illustration, various costs functions used in
route search, such as fuel consumption costs, may de-
pend on the height difference which is to be covered.
Height information allows the height differences covered
upon traversal of a route to be determined. The influence
of an elevation difference on fuel consumption, or on oth-
er driver assistance functions, may be taken into account.
[0004] Information about the elevation of certain geo-
graphical coordinates is obtained from a digital elevation
model (DEM). A DEM comprises the raw information on
the elevation as a function of position. In order to provide
a 3D electronic map with a graphical representation of
the elevation, the information obtained from a DEM is
typically processed in order to obtain a plurality of tiles
each including a triangulated irregular network (TIN).
Such TINs comprise two or more triangular faces and
each edge point or corner of a triangular face typically
has an associated elevation. Then the TIN represents a
3D surface modelling the DEM. The tiles with associated
TINs can then be rendered for providing a 3D electronic
map view. The process of rendering relies on the position
and orientation of a virtual camera defining the viewing
perspective. It therefore relies on parameters relevant at
a certain situation during the usage of the navigation sys-
tem. Rendering occurs at run time, i.e. during the usage
of the navigation system. In contrast to run time, the com-
pile time relates to pre-generation of data used later on

at run time.
[0005] However, the process of rendering a 3D surface
comprising a number of tiles requires large computational
resources at run time. Due to this the performance of a
navigation device using a 3D electronic map view using
a terrain representation may be limited. One possibility
to reduce the computational resources needed for ren-
dering such a 3D electronic map view is to calculate a
screen-space error for each triangular face. From such
a screen-space error it is possible to predict the visibility
of a certain triangular face in the electronic map view.
Only if a certain triangular face is visible, it is taken into
account when rendering the electronic map view. How-
ever, also the calculation of the screen-space error re-
quires large computational resources.

Summary

[0006] Accordingly, there is a need for a navigation de-
vice and for methods which allow performance to be in-
creased when rendering a 3D electronic map view.
[0007] This need is addressed by a navigation device
and methods as recited in the independent claims. The
dependent claims define embodiments.
[0008] According to an aspect, a navigation device for
a vehicle is provided. The navigation device comprises
a database storing, for a plurality of tiles of a tiling, at
least one triangular irregular network (TIN) defining a
three-dimensional surface, and, for a plurality of triangu-
lar faces of the at least one TIN, control information de-
fining a nested bounding sphere for the respective trian-
gular faces. The navigation device further comprises a
processor, which is coupled to said database and is con-
figured to calculate a screen-space error for the plurality
of triangular faces based on the respective control infor-
mation and based on at least one of the following: a view-
ing angle of an electronic map view and/or a virtual cam-
era position of the electronic map view. The processor
is further configured to predict whether a triangular face
is visible in the electronic map view based on the calcu-
lated screen-space error.
[0009] In this context a database may refer to struc-
tured data stored on a non-volatile memory for an ex-
tended period of time. In particular, a database may be
in contrast and different to working memory, which typi-
cally comprises volatile memory with fast read and write
times.
[0010] A bounding sphere of a triangular face fully com-
prises the triangular face while having the smallest pos-
sible volume.
[0011] The tiling and the associated TINs and triangu-
lar faces may be calculated at compile time from a DEM.
Here each tiling may consist of a plurality of tiles. The
tiles may be of square shape or rectangular shape and
may relate to a certain geographical region (for which
additional digital map data containing information on
streets, roads, geographical features etc. may be
present). Each tile may comprise two or more triangular
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faces. These triangular faces define the triangulated ir-
regular network (TIN) which is associated with the tile to
which the triangular faces belong to. Each triangular face
has three edge points or corner points which may have
associated elevation data. Thereby, a 3D surface may
be defined.
[0012] The calculation of the screen-space error,
which may occur at run time, may comprise parameters
related to a certain electronic map view such as the view-
ing angle and the virtual camera position. In this sense,
in contrast to an object error, the screen-space error may
be dependent on the particular perspective of a certain
electronic map view (and not only on the objects con-
tained in the electronic map view). For example, objects
having a large distance to the virtual camera position, i.e.
objects far away from the virtual camera, may have a
reduced screen-space error since the object appears
smaller in the respective electronic map view. Various
methods of calculating a screen-space error are known
to the person skilled in the art and therefore are not dis-
cussed here in greater detail.
[0013] By storing the control information relating to
nested bounding spheres of triangular faces in the data-
base, they may be pre-calculated at compile time. Then,
it may in particular not be necessary to calculate the nest-
ed bounding spheres at run time in order to predict the
visibility of an associated triangular face. This may re-
duce the required computational resources significantly.
Then the rendering performance of a 3D electronic map
view may be increased.
[0014] Furthermore, the navigation device may com-
prise a working memory, wherein, if the processor pre-
dicts that a certain triangular face is visible, the processor
is configured to load from the database the tile comprising
the certain triangular face into the working memory. By
selectively loading into the working memory the data cor-
responding to the tiles only if the constituting triangular
faces are predicted to be visible in the electronic map
view, the required amount of working memory may be
significantly reduced. Typically, the amount of data need-
ed for defining the tiles and the associated TINs is sig-
nificantly larger than the control information correspond-
ing to the nested bounding spheres. It may then be pos-
sible to predict the visibility of a certain triangular face
before the associated tiling data of this certain triangular
face is actually loaded into the working memory. This
may be done on the basis of the control information only
which requires a smaller amount of working memory. In
contrast to the memory used for storing the database,
the working memory may comprise volatile memory. Vol-
atile memory typically has increased read and write
speeds at the cost of volatility.
[0015] Also, the navigation device may comprise a
graphical processor which may be configured to render
the electronic map view based on the virtual camera po-
sition and the viewing angle such that it comprises a ter-
rain representation based on the 3D surfaces defined by
those tiles which are loaded into the working memory.

The graphical processor, or graphical processing unit
(GPU), may be a separate entity or may be part of the
processor. Moreover, it may use the same working mem-
ory as the processor or may use different working mem-
ory which then may be coupled to the working memory
of the processor.
[0016] When the electronic map view is rendered
based on the tiles which are loaded into the working mem-
ory, this means that for rendering the electronic map view
only those tiles are taken into account which are actually
visible. By doing so, it may be possible to further reduce
the required computational efforts. For example, tiles
which are hidden in the electronic map view behind an
obstacle, for example a large mountain, and are therefore
not visible, may not be taken into account at all when
rendering the electronic map view.
[0017] The database may store for each tile two TINs,
wherein in a first TIN each tile comprises two triangular
faces and in a second TIN each tile comprises four tri-
angular faces, and wherein the triangular faces of the
second TIN substructure the triangular faces of the first
TIN.
[0018] By providing a first and a second TIN with a
different number of triangular faces, it may be possible
to have these first and second TINs associated with a
high resolution and a low resolution TIN. The high reso-
lution TIN may comprise a larger number of triangular
faces, for example four triangular faces, than the low res-
olution TIN, which, for example, may comprise two trian-
gular faces. By providing different TINs for each tile, the
flexibility in rendering a graphical terrain representation
in the electronic map view may be increased.
[0019] In particular, when the triangular faces of the
second TIN are substructures of the triangular faces of
the first TIN, the second TIN may be a child of the first
TIN. This means that the triangular faces of the second
TIN may be derived from the triangular faces of the first
TIN. By having two TINs in such a relation to each other,
it may become particularly easy to calculate the nested
bounding spheres for the two TINs.
[0020] Also, the graphical processor may be config-
ured to render the electronic map view such that, de-
pending on a threshold comparison of the distance be-
tween a tile and the virtual camera position, either the
first or the second TIN is used for calculating the respec-
tive terrain representation. Then, if, e.g., tiles which have
a large distance to the virtual camera position are ren-
dered such that the first TIN, corresponding to a low res-
olution TIN only comprising two triangular faces, is used
for rendering, the computational efforts required for ren-
dering may be reduced. Typically, if the distance between
a triangular face and the virtual camera position is large,
the triangular face may appear very small on a screen in
the electronic map view only. Then it may be possible to
use a low resolution TIN because of the small represen-
tation which forbids to recognize a large level of detail
associated with the TIN in a displayed map view.
[0021] Moreover the navigation device may comprise
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an optical output unit which is coupled to said graphical
processor and which is configured to display the elec-
tronic map view. The electronic map view may contain
the digital terrain representation obtained from the tiling
based on a digital elevation model and may also contain
further information such as streets, roads, cities, rivers,
indication of speed limits, indication of traffic, indication
of an estimated arrival time, or route guidance related
information.
[0022] The database used in the navigation device
may be generated at a compile time prior to a run time
where the screen-space error is calculated and the visi-
bility is predicted.
[0023] By generating the database which comprises
the control information relating to the nested bounding
spheres at compile time, i.e. at a time prior to the execu-
tion of the rendering process, it may be possible to reduce
the computational resources needed at run time. Compile
time may, for example, refer to the time during which the
data stored in the database is generated, i.e. the tiling
data and the control information from a digital elevation
model. This generation of the data may be performed by
some provider of the tiling data prior to providing of the
navigation device containing the database to a user.
[0024] According to a further aspect, a method of gen-
erating a database is provided. The method comprises,
based on a digital elevation model, calculating a plurality
of tiles of a tiling, each tile comprising at least one trian-
gulated irregular network (TIN), defining a three-dimen-
sional surface via a plurality of triangular faces, wherein
the 3D surfaces associated with the plurality of tiles model
the digital elevation model. The method further compris-
es for a plurality of triangular faces, respectively calcu-
lating a nested bounding sphere and storing the plurality
of tiles with the associated TINs and triangular faces and
the associated nested bounding spheres in the database.
If the database, according to the currently discussed as-
pect, is generated accordingly, it may be used in connec-
tion with a previously discussed aspect of the invention.
In particular, it may become possible to calculate the
bounding spheres at compile time. Then effects accord-
ing to the effects as previously discussed may be
achieved for the presently discussed aspect.
[0025] The nested bounding sphere may be calculated
from edge points or corner points of a respective trian-
gular face and from edge points or corner points of a
triangular face which is adjacent to the respective trian-
gular face in the tiling and belonging to a different tile.
Then the bounding sphere may comprise the entire tri-
angular face and the entire adjacent triangular face and
have a minimum volume while fulfilling these constraints.
[0026] In particular, the plurality of tiles may be calcu-
lated such that for each triangular face of the plurality of
triangular faces there is one adjacent triangular face be-
longing to a different tile, wherein these two triangular
faces share two edge points or corner points and one
hypotenuse.
[0027] Then, each tile of the plurality of tiles may com-

prise two TINs, wherein in a first TIN each tile comprises
two triangular faces and in a second TIN each tile com-
prises four triangular faces and wherein the triangular
faces of the second TIN substructure the triangular faces
of the first TIN. This has been discussed in connection
with a further aspect of the invention. In particular, the
second TIN may be derived from the first TIN.
[0028] In such a case, the nested bounding spheres
may be calculated following rules selected from the rule
consisting of: a nested bounding sphere of a certain tri-
angular face of the first TIN comprises a nested bounding
sphere of a triangular face of the second TIN substruc-
turing the certain triangular face, and two triangular faces
of different tiles and sharing a hypotenuse have the same
nested bounding sphere which encloses both triangular
faces. In such a case, the calculation of the nested bound-
ing spheres may require particularly few computational
resources. For example, a nested bounding sphere of a
certain triangular face of the first TIN may be calculated
using the nested bounding spheres of triangular faces of
the second TIN being children of the certain triangular
face of the first TIN.
[0029] According to a further aspect of the invention,
a method of predicting a visibility of a triangular face in
an electronic map view is provided. The method accord-
ing to the aspect comprises retrieving, for a plurality of
tiles of a tiling, at least one triangulated irregular network
(TIN) defining a three-dimensional surface, and, for a plu-
rality of triangular faces of the at least one TIN, control
information defining a nested bounding sphere for the
respective triangular faces. The method further compris-
es calculating a screen-space error for the plurality of
triangular faces based on a respective control information
and based on at least one of the following: a viewing
angle of the electronic map view, a virtual camera position
of the electronic map view, and, based on the calculated
screen-space error, predicting the visibility of the plurality
of triangular faces in the electronic map view. For such
a method, effects as discussed with respect to a further
aspect of the present invention may be obtained.

Brief description of the drawings

[0030] The foregoing and other features of embodi-
ments will become more apparent from the following de-
tailed description of embodiments when read in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings. In the drawings,
like reference numerals refer to like elements.

Fig. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a navigation
device.

Fig. 2 is a schematic illustration of DEM data.

Fig. 3 is a plan view of a terrain with a superimposed
tiling.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a TIN for a tile.
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Fig. 5 is an illustration of data stored in a database.

Fig. 6 is a schematic block diagram of a navigation
device.

Fig. 7 is a plan view of a tiling, illustrating a nested
bounding sphere.

Fig. 8 is a plan view of a tiling, illustrating a nested
bounding sphere.

Fig. 9 is a plan view of two tilings, illustrating nested
bounding spheres.

Fig. 10 is a flow chart of a method of predicting a
visibility.

Fig. 11 is an image illustrating a 3D electronic map
view including representation of terrain elevation.

Detailed description

[0031] Fig. 1 schematically illustrates a navigation de-
vice 1 according to an embodiment. The navigation de-
vice 1 can be arranged on board of a vehicle 8 or the like
and, therefore, can have a time-varying location. The
navigation device 1 comprises a processor 3 controlling
the operation of the navigation device 1. The processor
3 may comprise a central processing unit, for example
in form of one or more microprocessors, digital signal
processors, or application-specific integrated circuits.
The processing device 3 may also include a graphical
processor 5, which, in the embodiment of Fig. 1, however,
is illustrated as a separate unit. The graphical processor
5 is configured to control the optical output of various
data, but including a 3D electronic map view, on an optical
output device 6. To this end, the graphical processor 5
renders the map view including terrain representation.
[0032] In particular, the processor 3 and the graphical
processor 5 are coupled to a working memory 4. The
working memory 4 can be in the form of random access
memory, which allows for rapid data access at the cost
of volatility of stored data. For example, working memory
4 can be shared by the graphical processor 5 and the
processor 3, or can be in the form of separate units for
the graphical processor 5 and the processor 3. In either
way, the working memory 4 is necessary to perform
processing steps such as the rendering of the 3D elec-
tronic map view.
[0033] The navigation device 1 further includes a da-
tabase 2. The database 2 is stored in a storage device
providing non-volatile storage over an extended period
of time. Typically the storage device provides storage of
data over the duration of operation of, e.g., the vehicle
8. The storage device 3 may comprise any one, or any
combination, of various types of durable memory, such
as flash memory or a hard drive, but also removable
memories such as a compact disk (CD), a DVD, a mem-

ory card or the like. The database 2 includes data for a
plurality of tiles at least one triangular network (TIN).
[0034] In particular, the database 2 stores data for each
tile of a tiling. Such data comprises TIN data and bound-
ing sphere data. The data structure and the data content
will be discussed in greater detail with respect to Fig. 5
below. Bounding sphere data or control information,
which is generated at compile time, is used to predict the
visibility of a certain triangular face when rendering an
electronic map view at run time. For example, when pre-
dicting the visibility of a certain triangular face at run time,
it is not necessary to load TIN data for all tiles into the
working memory 4. It is only necessary to load the control
information into the working memory 4. This reduces the
memory requirements, because the bounding sphere da-
ta, i.e. the control information, occupies typically a small-
er fraction of the working memory 4 than the TIN data.
Moreover, it is not necessary to calculate each bounding
sphere data at run time. This greatly reduces the required
computational requirements.
[0035] The nested bounding spheres are defined such
that a nested bounding sphere comprises all points of a
certain triangular face and all points within a triangular
face adjacent to the certain triangular face but belonging
to a different tile. The tiling as stored in database 2 is
defined such that each triangular face has one adjacent
triangular face belonging to a different tile sharing two
edge points and one hypotenuse. These two triangular
faces being adjacent and sharing a hypotenuse are fully
comprised within one nested bounding sphere. At the
same time, the nested bounding sphere has the minimum
possible volume which still encloses those two triangular
faces.
[0036] Also, the database 2 contains two TINs per tile.
This means that for each tile, two levels of detail for which
the DEM is approximated are provided via a high reso-
lution TIN and a low resolution TIN. Each high resolution
TIN comprises more triangular faces, e.g. four, than a
low resolution TIN which, e.g., includes two triangular
faces per tile. When rendering the 3D electronic map
view, the graphical processor (GPU) 5 determines the
distance of a certain tile to a virtual camera position.
Based on a threshold comparison of this distance, the
GPU either uses the low or high resolution TIN for ren-
dering a graphical terrain representation of the particular
tile. For example, for tiles having a small (large) distance
to the virtual camera position, the high resolution (low
resolution) TIN is used. Of course, more than two TINs
can be provided per tile.
[0037] Moreover, the high resolution TIN and the low
resolution TIN are related to each other. For example,
each triangular face belonging to the high resolution TIN
is comprised within a triangular face of the low resolution
TIN. In other words, the triangular faces defining the high
resolution TIN are derived from the triangular faces de-
fining the low resolution TIN. Then, the high resolution
TIN is referred to as a child of the low resolution TIN. In
the case of the embodiment as depicted in Fig. 1, the
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high resolution TIN comprises four triangular faces while
the low resolution TIN comprises only two triangular fac-
es. The two triangular faces of the low resolution TIN are
subdivided in order to yield two triangular faces which
form the 2 + 2 = 4 triangular faces of the high resolution
TIN.
[0038] Because the high resolution TIN is a child of the
low resolution TIN as set forth above, it is possible to
calculate the bounding spheres belonging to the low res-
olution TIN from the bounding spheres of the high reso-
lution TIN at compile time. This will be explained in great-
er detail with respect to Fig. 9. In practice, a bounding
sphere belonging to a certain triangular face belonging
to the low resolution TIN fully comprises the bounding
spheres of the triangular faces of the high resolution TIN
which are obtained by subdividing the certain triangular
face of the low resolution TIN.
[0039] The navigation device 1 also includes an optical
output unit 6. The navigation device 1 can include addi-
tional components, such as a position sensor and/or a
wireless receiver and/or a human interface device 7.
Even though the different entities of Fig. 1 have been
discussed separately, it should be understood that dif-
ferent entities can be combined in one unit. Different en-
tities can be implemented as hardware or software or a
combination thereof.
[0040] In Fig. 2 a digital elevation model (DEM) 61 is
illustrated. Different height contours specify the elevation
levels of a terrain. Such a DEM 61 is typically commer-
cially available. However, such data cannot be used di-
rectly to obtain a graphical representation of the terrain
in a 3D electronic map view. It is in practice not possible
to render a 3D electronic map view at run time from a
DEM 61. Rather, the DEM raw data is converted into 3D
surfaces. 3D surfaces are stored in the form of a tiling
comprising tiles.
[0041] Fig. 3 is a schematic plan view of a terrain for
which a tiling 10 is defined. The tiling 10 comprises a
number of tiles 30-34. The terrain may extend over var-
ious elevation levels, as schematically indicated by shad-
ed areas. Shaded areas may be at one elevation level,
such as sea level, while non-shaded areas may be at
another elevation level.
[0042] The 3D surface structure of the terrain may, at
least to a good approximation, be represented by the
TIN(s) defined for each tile. TINs show good performance
when rendering the surface structure at run time.
[0043] Fig. 4 is a schematic perspective view illustrat-
ing the TIN 11 defined on a tile. The TIN includes a plu-
rality of triangular faces 20-22. Via the known elevation
of each edge point or corner point of a triangular face
20-22, a 3D surface is specified via the TIN 11 comprising
the triangular faces 20-22. In particular, the 3D surface
models the DEM raw data as discussed with respect to
Fig. 2 above.
[0044] In practice, the tiling comprising one or more
TINs per tile and, for each TIN, two or more triangular
faces is calculated at compile time. For example, the

manufacturer of the map data and / or the navigation
device calculates this content from DEM data and stores
it permanently on database 2 as discussed with respect
to Fig. 1. At run time, some tiles of the tiling are loaded
from the database 2 into working memory 4 and used
for, amongst others, rendering the 3D electronic map
view.
[0045] The structure of the database 2 and the con-
tained data is illustrated further in Fig. 5. Exemplarily,
data 12-14 relating to three tiles with identification num-
bers 1, 2, and 3 is depicted. For example the data 12-14
can relate to the tiles 30, 31, and 32 of Fig. 3. Each of
the data 12-14 comprises two associated TIN data 15,
in particular a high resolution (HR) TIN data and a low
resolution (LR) TIN data.
[0046] The low resolution TIN data and the high reso-
lution TIN data has been discussed with respect to Fig.
1. For each of the triangular faces associated with a cer-
tain TIN, the data 12-14 also contains control information
in the form of bounding sphere data 16. As has been
explained with respect to Fig. 1 and as will be explained
in further detail with respect to Fig. 9, the bounding
spheres defined by bounding sphere data 16 are defined
such that two triangular faces being adjacent and sharing
a hypotenuse but belonging to different tiles have the
same bounding sphere. This means that the number of
bounding spheres is half as large as the number of tri-
angular faces. In other words, bounding sphere data 16
will be equal for two different triangular faces. While in
the embodiment of Fig. 5 bounding sphere data 16 is
provided for each triangular face, it is also possible that
the bounding sphere data is provided within database 2
only once per two triangular faces and referenced to the
two respective triangular faces.
[0047] The data 12-14 contained in database 2 is gen-
erated at compile time. Then, the bounding sphere data
16 is used to enhance performance by predicting the vis-
ibility of a certain triangular face in an electronic map view
at run time.
[0048] In Fig. 6 it is further illustrated how the genera-
tion of the databases is performed. In the case of Fig. 6,
two databases 2a, 2b are generated at compile time. The
first database 2a comprises the tiling data as discussed
with respect to Fig. 5. The second database 2b comprises
the associated bounding sphere data as discussed with
respect to Fig. 6. The two databases contain references
with respect to each other, such that the bounding sphere
data can be linked to the tiling data and vice versa.
[0049] The databases 2a, 2b are generated at compile
time. This means, in particular, that also the bounding
sphere data is calculated for the various triangular faces
at compile time. Then, they are loaded into some non-vol-
atile storage in the vehicle 8, in particular in the navigation
device 1. This is indicated by the vertical arrows. There
they remain for many usage-cycles, possibly over the
lifetime of the vehicle. A processor 3 and a working mem-
ory 4, as discussed with respect to Fig. 1, are coupled to
the databases 2a, 2b.
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[0050] Figs. 7-9 illustrate in further detail the properties
of various TINs belonging to a tiling. With respect to Fig.
5 it was discussed that a tiling can be associated with
different TINs, in the case of Fig. 5 the database contains
a low resolution and a high resolution TIN per tile.
[0051] In Fig. 7, a tiling 10 comprising low resolution
TINs is depicted. Each TIN (for each tile 30-34) comprises
two triangular faces. Exemplarily, the triangular faces 20,
22 belonging to tile 33 and triangular faces 21, 23, be-
longing to tile 34, are labelled in Fig. 7. As can be seen
from Fig. 7 each low resolution TIN consists of two trian-
gular faces. Such a tiling 10 comprising low resolution
TINs can be used, for example, for rendering the terrain
representation of tiles which have a large distance to the
virtual camera position in an electronic view.
[0052] The triangular face 20 is defined via corner
points 50, 51, and 52. The triangular face 21, belonging
to a different tile, is defined via the edge points or corner
points 50, 51, and 53. Therefore, the triangular faces 20
and 21 share the edge points or corner points 50 and 51.
Also, the hypotenuse, this means the connection be-
tween the edge point 50 and 51 is shared by the two
triangular faces 20 and 21.
[0053] The bounding sphere 40, which is the sphere
with minimum volume which still fully encloses the two
triangular faces 20 and 21, is depicted with a dashed line
in Fig. 7. Such bounding spheres 40 are calculated at
compile time. These bounding spheres 40 can be used
for predicting the visibility of the triangular faces 20 and
21 in an electronic map view without fully rendering the
respective tiles 33 and 34. This because it is possible to
use the bounding sphere 40 in order to calculate a
screen-space error which then in turn can be used in
order to predict the visibility of the triangular faces.
[0054] It should be understood that the bounding
sphere 40 associated with the triangular faces 20 and 21
is the same, even though these triangular faces 20 and
21 are different. In particular, they also belong to different
tiles 33 and 34.
[0055] In Fig. 8, the same tiling 10 as discussed with
respect to Fig. 9 is shown. However, the tiling 10 is now
shown with respect to high resolution TINs. Each tile
30-34 consists of four triangular faces. Exemplarily, the
triangular faces 20 and 21 belonging respectively to the
tiles 33 and 34 are labelled in Fig. 8. Again, the triangular
faces 20 and 21 belong to different tiles, but share two
edge points 50, 51. Also, they share the hypotenuse
which is defined as the connection between the edge
points 50 and 51.
[0056] Depicted in Fig. 8 with a dashed line is bounding
sphere 40 which is the smallest sphere which fully en-
closes the triangular faces 20 and 21. As discussed with
respect to Fig. 7, this bounding sphere is calculated at
compile time and stored in database 2 as discussed with
reference to Fig. 1 for the two triangular faces 20 and 21.
[0057] As can be seen from Fig. 8, the TINs used for
the different tiles 30-34 in Fig. 8 are children of the TINs
as used for the tiles 30-34 with respect to Fig. 7. In other

words, the high resolution TIN as depicted in Fig. 8 is
derived from the low resolution TIN as depicted with re-
spect to Fig. 7. For example, the triangular faces 21 and
22 as depicted in Fig. 8 for the high resolution TIN of the
central tile 34 are obtained by subdividing the triangular
face 21 of Fig. 7 (low resolution TIN of central tile 34).
Because the high resolution TINs of Fig. 8 are children
of the low resolution TINs of Fig. 7, it is possible to cal-
culate the bounding spheres for the low resolution TIN
from the bounding spheres of the high resolution TIN.
[0058] This is illustrated in Fig. 9, where the same tiling
(additionally, a tile 35 is depicted in the upper right-hand
side of Fig. 9) as for the Figs. 7 and 8 is shown. Here,
the bounding sphere 44, relating to the bounding sphere
40 of Fig. 7 is derived from the bounding spheres 41, 42,
40, and 43. The bounding spheres 40, 41, 42, 43 belong
to the high resolution TIN, while the bounding sphere 44
belongs to the low resolution TIN. As can be seen, the
bounding sphere 44 fully comprises the bounding
spheres 40-43. This makes it possible, to calculate
bounding sphere 44 at compile time from the bounding
spheres 40-43.
[0059] In Fig. 10 a flowchart illustrating an embodiment
of a method for predicting the visibility is depicted. The
method starts in step S1, where, at compile time, a tiling
is calculated from a digital elevation model. This has been
discussed with respect to the preceding Figs. 2-4. It is
possible to calculate for each tile two TINs. These TINs
correspond to a low resolution TIN and a high resolution
TIN as discussed with respect to Figs. 7 and 8.
[0060] Then, in step S2 the nested bounding spheres
are calculated for each triangular face belonging to the
low resolution TIN and the high resolution TIN. Also step
S2 occurs at compile time. For example, the performing
of steps S1 and S2 can happen at the provider of the
digital map data used to render the electronic map view.
[0061] Then, at step S3, the calculated tiling and the
calculated nested bounding spheres are stored in a da-
tabase in the form of TIN data and control information as
discussed with respect to Fig. 5. The database is provid-
ed on a non-volatile memory. This has been discussed
with respect to Fig. 1.
[0062] In step S4, at run time the control information
is loaded into a working memory from the database at
run time. The working memory may be accessed and
coupled to a graphical processing unit (GPU). The GPU
or another processor controls the loading of the control
information into the working memory.
[0063] Also, the GPU provides a virtual camera posi-
tion and a viewing angle relating to the electronic map
view which is prepared by the GPU in step S5.
[0064] Then, in step S6, for each triangular face for
which in step S4 the respective bounding sphere data
has been loaded into the working memory, a
screen-space error is calculated and, using the screen-
space error, a visibility in the electronic map view is pre-
dicted. In particular, when calculating a screen-space er-
ror, parameters of the electronic map view such as the
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virtual camera position and the orientation of the camera
enter the calculation.
[0065] Then, if for a certain triangular face it has been
predicted in step S6 that it will be visible in the rendered
electronic map view, the tile data to which the triangular
face belongs is loaded into the working memory. Typi-
cally, tile data comprising the geometric definitions of the
tiles and the associated TINs is much larger than the
bounding sphere data which has been used in step S6
in order to calculate the screen-space error. Thus, it is
possible to reduce the required working memory as only
those tiles are loaded into the working memory which are
necessary in step S8 to render the electronic map view.
[0066] Last, in step S9 the electronic map view is output
in some optical output device, for example a display.
[0067] In Fig. 11, an example of a 3D electronic map
view 60 including terrain representation and output on
an optical output unit 6 in the form of a display is depicted.
Besides the elevation of e.g. mountains etc. other infor-
mation such as roads, guiding directions, speed limits,
and estimated arrival time e.g. is part of the electronic
map view 60.
[0068] While methods and devices according to em-
bodiments have been described in detail, modifications
may be implemented in other embodiments. For exam-
ple, it is possible to only store once nested bounding
spheres for adjacent triangular faces belonging to differ-
ent tiles and provide the appropriate references. It is also
possible to provide more than two TINs per tile.

Claims

1. A navigation device (1) for a vehicle (8), comprising:

- a database (2, 2a, 2b) storing,
for a plurality of tiles (30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35) of
a tiling (10), at least one triangulated irregular
network, TIN, defining a three-dimensional sur-
face, and, for a plurality of triangular faces (20,
21, 22, 23, 24) of the at least one TIN, control
information (16) defining a nested bounding
sphere (40, 41, 42, 43) for the respective trian-
gular faces,
- a processor (3) coupled to said database (2,
2a, 2b) and configured to calculate a screen-
space error for the plurality of triangular faces
(20, 21, 22, 23, 24) based on the respective con-
trol information (16) and based on at least one
of the following: a viewing angle of an electronic
map view (60), a virtual camera position of the
electronic map view (60), and
predict whether a triangular face (20, 21, 22, 23,
24) is visible in the electronic map view (60)
based on the calculated screen-space error.

2. The navigation device (1) according to claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a working memory (4), wherein, if

the processor predicts that a certain triangular face
(20, 21, 22, 23, 24) is visible, the processor is con-
figured to load from the database (2, 2a, 2b) the tile
(30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35) comprising the certain trian-
gular face (20, 21, 22, 23, 24) into the working mem-
ory.

3. The navigation device (1) according to claim 2, fur-
ther comprising a graphical processor (5) configured
to
render the electronic map view (60) based on the
virtual camera position and the viewing angle such
that it comprises a terrain representation based on
the three-dimensional surfaces defined by those tiles
(30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35) which are loaded into the
working memory (4).

4. The navigation device (1) according to any of the
preceding claims, wherein the database (2, 2a, 2b)
stores for each tile (30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35) two TINs
(11), wherein each tile (30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35) com-
prises two triangular faces (20, 21, 22, 23, 24) of a
first TIN (11) and each tile (30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35)
comprises four triangular faces of a second TIN (11),
and wherein the triangular faces (20, 21, 22, 23, 24)
of the second TIN (11) are substructures of the tri-
angular faces (20, 21, 22, 23, 24) of the first TIN (11).

5. The navigation device (1) according to claims 3 and
4, wherein the graphical processor is configured to
render the electronic map view (60) such that, de-
pending on a threshold comparison of a distance be-
tween a tile (30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35) and the virtual
camera position, either the first or the second TIN
(11) is used for calculating the respective terrain rep-
resentation.

6. The navigation device (1) according to any of claims
3 or 5, further comprising an optical output unit (6)
coupled to said graphical processor (5) and config-
ured to display the electronic map view (60).

7. A method of generating a database (2, 2a, 2b), com-
prising

- based on a digital elevation model (61), calcu-
lating a plurality of tiles (30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35)
of a tiling (10), each tile (30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35)
comprising at least one triangulated irregular
network, TIN (11), defining a three-dimensional
surface via a plurality of triangular faces (20, 21,
22, 23, 24), wherein the three-dimensional sur-
faces associated with the plurality of tiles (30,
31, 32, 33, 34, 35) model the digital elevation
model (61),
- for a plurality of triangular faces (20, 21, 22,
23, 24), respectively calculating a nested bound-
ing sphere (40, 41, 42, 43),
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- storing the plurality of tiles (30, 31, 32, 33, 34,
35) with the associated TINs (11) and triangular
faces (20, 21, 22, 23, 24) and the associated
nested bounding spheres (40, 41, 42, 43) in the
database (2, 2a, 2b).

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein a nested
bounding sphere (40, 41, 42, 43) is calculated from
edge points (50, 51, 52, 53) of a respective triangular
face (20, 21, 22, 23, 24) and from edge points (50,
51, 52, 53) of a triangular face (20, 21, 22, 23, 24)
which is adjacent to the respective triangular face
(20, 21, 22, 23, 24) in the tiling (10) and belonging
to a different tile (30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35).

9. The method according to any of claims 7 or 8, where-
in the plurality of tiles (30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35) is cal-
culated such that for each triangular face (20, 21,
22, 23, 24) of the plurality of triangular faces (20, 21,
22, 23, 24) there is one adjacent triangular face (20,
21, 22, 23, 24) belonging to a different tile (30, 31,
32, 33, 34, 35), wherein these two triangular faces
(20, 21, 22, 23, 24) share two edge points (50, 51,
52, 53) and one hypotenuse.

10. The method according to any of claims 7 ⎯ 9, where-
in each tile (30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35) of the plurality of
tiles (30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35) comprises two TINs,
wherein each tile comprises two triangular faces (20,
21, 22, 23, 24) of a first TIN (11) and each tile (30,
31, 32, 33, 34) comprises four triangular faces (20,
21, 22, 23, 24) of a second TIN (11),
and wherein the triangular faces (20, 21, 22, 23, 24)
of the second TIN (11) are substructures of the tri-
angular faces (20, 21, 22, 23, 24) of the first TIN (11).

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the nest-
ed bounding spheres are calculated following rules
selected from the group consisting of:

a nested bounding sphere of a certain triangular
face of the first TIN comprises a nested bound-
ing sphere of a triangular face of the second TIN
substructuring the certain triangular face, and
two triangular faces of different tiles and sharing
a hypotenuse have the same nested bounding
sphere which encloses both triangular faces.

12. The method according to any of the preceding
claims, further comprising:

transferring the database (2, 2a, 2b) to the nav-
igation device (1) of any one of claims 1 -6,
wherein the database is generated at a compile
time prior to a run time where the screen-space
error is calculated and the visibility is predicted
by the navigation device (1).

13. A method of predicting a visibility of a triangular face
(20, 21, 22, 23, 24) in an electronic map view (60),
comprising

- retrieving, for a plurality of tiles (30, 31, 32, 33,
34, 35) of a tiling (10), at least one triangulated
irregular network, TIN (11), defining a three-di-
mensional surface, and
for a plurality of triangular faces (20, 21, 22, 23,
24) of the at least one TIN (11), control informa-
tion (16) defining a nested bounding sphere (40,
41, 42, 43) for the respective triangular faces,
- calculating a screen-space error for the plural-
ity of triangular faces (20, 21, 22, 23, 24) based
on the respective control information (16) and
based on at least one of the following: a viewing
angle of the electronic map view (60), a virtual
camera position of the electronic map view (60),
and,
- based on the calculated screen-space error,
predicting the visibility of the plurality of triangu-
lar faces (20, 21, 22, 23, 24) in the electronic
map view (60).

14. The method according to claim 13, further compris-
ing, if it is predicted that a certain triangular face (20,
21, 22, 23, 24) is visible in the electronic map view
(60), loading from a database (2, 2a, 2b) the tile (30,
31, 32, 33, 34, 35) comprising the certain triangular
face (20, 21, 22, 23, 24) into a working memory.

15. The method according to claim 14, further compris-
ing rendering the electronic map view (60) based on
the virtual camera position and the viewing angle
such that it comprises a terrain representation based
on the three-dimensional surfaces defined by those
tiles (30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35) which are loaded into
the working memory (4).
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