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This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in a detachable table for the backs 
of chairs and the like. 
More specifically, the invention contemplates 

a detachable table which is characterized by a 
table board, a pair of rigid strips supporting the 
board, and hook members on the rigid strips for 
engaging the top of a chair back to support the 
table board horizontally. 
More Specifically, the invention proposes to 

So arrange the hooks or elements thereof to pre 
vent lateral shifting of the table board on the 
chair back. 

Still further the invention contemplates a con 
struction to adapt the detachable table to var 
ious types of chair backs. A construction is pro 
posed to fit flat chair backs. A modification is 
proposed to fit curved chair backs. A further 
modification is proposed relating specifically to 
the hook members to maintain them on the chair 
back in a certain way. 

Still further the invention contemplates an 
arrangement whereby the detachable table may 
be pivoted to various positions and so clamped. 
Another object of the invention resides in 

adapting a music holder for detachable mount 
ing On a chair back. 
For further comprehension of the invention, 

and of the objects and advantages thereof, ref 
erence will be had to the following description 
and accompanying drawing, and to the appended 
claims in which the various novel features of the 
invention are more particularly set forth. 

In the accompanying drawing forming a ma 
terial part of this disclosure. 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a chair 
equipped with a detachable table constructed 
in accordance With this invention. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is an end elevational view of Fig. 1 

looking from the right hand end. 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary enlarged vertical sec 

tional view taken on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary end elevational view 

similar to Fig 3 but illustrating a modified con 
Struction. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary enlarged horizontal 
Sectional view taken on the line 6-6 of Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary elevational view similar 
to Fig. 5 but showing the hinge in a different 
position. 

Fig. 8 is a plan view of a chair provided with 
a detachable table in accordance with another 
form of this invention. 
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Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the detachable 
table shown in Fig. 8. 

Fig. 10 is a plan view of another chair provided 
with another detachable table constructed ac 
Cording to another form of the invention. 

Fig. 11 is a perspective view of the detachable 
take illustrated in Fig. 10. 

Fig. 12 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
of a portion of Fig. 10 looking from the right 
hand end. 

Fig. 13 is a fragmentary plan view of a chair 
equipped with a music holder constructed ac-. 
COrding to this invention. 

Fig. 14 is an elevational view of Fig. 13 look 
ing from the bottom of the figure upwards. 
The detachable table for the backs of chairs 

as disclosed in Figs. 1-4 inclusive, includes a 
table board 0. A pair of rigid strips are at 
tached to the bottom face of the board O. Hook 
members 2 are arranged on the rear ends of the 
strips and engage the top f3aa of a chair 
back 3 of a chair f3. These hooks are arranged 
to Support the table board ?o horizontally. 
The chair back 3 is straight and flat when 

viewed from end elevation. However, it is pro 
vided with curved top and bottom edges 3' and 
3', respectively. Each hook member 2 has a 

flat section 2 which extends across the flat face 
of a chair back 3a. These flat sections 28. 
extend at a slight inclination, as disclosed in Fig. 
1, SO that their bottom ends are substantially 
radially of the curvature of the bottom edge 3’. 
A hook proper 2 continues from the bottom of 
each of the straight sections 2a and extend 
rearwards and upwards and engages beneath 
the bottom edge of the top 3aa of the chair back. 
The upper ends of each of the flat sections 2a 
continue into curved sections f 20 which engage 
Over the curved edge 3’. 
The curved sections 20 are formed to conform 

With the curvature f3, (see Fig. 1). The pOr 
tions f2 continue into outwardly extending pOr 
tions 2. These latter portions 2d are se 
cured by fastening elements f4 to the material 
of the Strips if and the table board O. At the 
front ends the strips if are secured to the table 
board O by additional fastening elements 4. 
The strips i? are disposed parallel to each other 
and parallel to the sides of the table top, as 
clearly illustrated in Fig. 2. 
In FigS. 5-7 inclusive a modified form of the 

invention has been disclosed which distinguishes 
from the prior form in the fact that hinges 5 
have been associated with the hook members 2 

55 and the strips for hingedly supporting the 



2 
table board O. Each hinge 5 comprises a hinge 
leaf 5a secured by a fastening element 6 to a 
strip and terminating in the tubular portion 
5b, and another hinge leaf 5 secured by a fas 

tening element 6 to a portion 2d of the adjacent 
hook and terminating in a tubular portion f6. A 
bolt 7 passes through the tubular portions 5b 
and 6. A Wing nut 8 threadedly engages each 
bolt . The construction is such that when the 
Wing nut is Screwed down tight the adjacent ends 
of the tubular portions 5 and 6b frictionally 
engage each other and hold the leaves 58 and 

This indirectly holds the 50 in fixed positions. 
table board ( pivotally fixed, as desired. 

It should be noted that the table board may 
be pivoted downwards to various positions, as 
for example, the position indicated by the dot 
and dash lines 0'. If it is desired to pivot the 
front edge of the table upwards it is neces 
sary that each hinge 5 be turned around to the 
position illustrated in Fig. 7. To do this it is 
merely necessary that the fastening elements 6 
be loosened and then the hinges may pivot 
around through 180. They are secured in their 
new positions. Then the table O may be piv 
oted upwards. In other respects this form of the 
invention is similar to the previous form. 
In FigS. 8 and 9 another form of the invention 

is disclosed Which distinguishes from the form 
ShoWn in Figs. 1-4 in the construction and ar 
rangement of the rigid strips and the hook mem 
bers. In this form of the invention the detach 
able table includes a table board 20. A pair of 
rigid strips 2 are attached to the bottom face 
of the board 2) by fastening elements 22. At 
the back ends these rigid strips 2 continue into 
hook members 23. These hook members are ar 
ranged so as to fit a curved seat back 24a of a 
chair 24. This curved seat back is clearly dis 
closed in Fig. 8. 

It should be noted that the hook members. 23 
are arranged. So as to extend at right angles to 
the points of the curvature where they engage. 
Each hook member 23 comprises a top portion 
23 engaging over the top edge of the chair 
back 24a and front and rear portions 23b and 230 
Which engage over the front and rear faces of 
the chair back. The rear edge 20' of the table 
board 2, at its central area, engages the chair 
back 2áia (see Fig. 8) and in conjunction with 
the hook members 23 holds the table board 2 
from shifting laterally. 
In Figs. 10-12 another form of the invention 

has been disclosed which distinguishes from the 
prior form chiefly in the construction of the hook 
portions 23. In this form of the invention these 
hook portions 23' are arranged to engage a flat 
and straight, though rearwardly inclined chair 
back 24aa of a chair 24. The front and rear 
portions 23b and 230 of the hook members en 
gage the front and rear faces of the inclined 
chair back 24aa. The hook members 23 are 
disposed at a predetermined angie to the Strips 
2. So that the table board 2) is horizontal even 
though the chair back is inclined rear Wardly. 
In other respects this form of the invention is 
Similar to the previous forms. 
In Figs. 13 and 14 another form of the inven 

tion is disclosed which distinguishes from the 
prior forms essentially in the fact that the de 
tachable table has been constructed to simulate 
a music holder. Specifically, it includes a table 
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2,278,014 
board 25 having a bottom upwardly directed lip 
26 and simulating a music holder proper. This 
board 25 is supported by a pair of rigid strips 27 
which are attached to it by fastening elements 
28. Each rigid strip 27 has its rear end 27 bent 
downwardly and continues into hook portions 29. 
These hook portions 29 engage a chair back 30. 
The music holder may be removed from the chair 
back merely by pulling it upwards. 
While I have illustrated and described the 

preferred embodiments of my invention, it is to 
be understood that I do not limit myself to the 
precise constructions herein disclosed and the 
right is reserved to all changes and modifications 
coming within the scope of the invention as de 
fined in the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by United 
States Letters Patent is: 

1. A detachable table for the backs of chairs, 
comprising a table board, a pair of rigid strips 
attached on the bottom face of said board, and 
hook members on the rear ends of Said strips for 
engaging the top of a chair back to support the 
table board horizontally, said hook members com 
prising flat portions extending along the front 
face of the chair back and terminating at their 
bottom ends in hook portions extending upwards 
and engaging the bottom edge of the chair back, 
said flat portions at their top ends continuing 
into portions extending over the top edge of the 
chair back and continuing into extending por 
tions connecting With said strips. 

2. A detachable table for the backs of chairs, 
comprising a table board, a pair of rigid strips 
attached on the bottom face of Said board, hook 
members on the rear ends of said strips having 
portions engaging the top of said chair back and 
portions engaging the front and rear faces of said 
chair back to support the table board horizontal 
ly, and a hinge interposed between each hook 
member and rigid strip. 

3. A detachable table for the backs of chairs, 
comprising a table board, a pair of rigid strips 
attached on the bottom face of said board, hook 
members on the rear ends of Said strips having 
portions engaging the top of said chair back 
and portions engaging the front and rear faces 
of said chair back to support the table board 
horizontally, and a hinge interposed between 
each hook member and rigid strip, each hinge 
comprising a pair of leaves having tubular por 
tions through which a screw and clamp nut en 
gage. 

4. A detachable table for the backs of chairs, 
comprising a table board, a pair of rigid strips 
attached on the bottom face of said board, hook 
members on the rear ends of said strips having 
portions engaging the top of said chair back and 
portions engaging the front and rear faces of 
said chair back to support the table board hori 
Zontally, and a hinge interposed between each 
hook member and rigid strip, each hinge com 
prising a pair of leaves having tubular portions 
through which a Screw and clamp nut engage, 
and releasible fastening elements Securing the 
leaves to the hook members and rigid strips in 
a manner So that the leaves may be directed for 
Wards or adjusted to be directed rearwards to 
permit the table board to have its front end 
hinge upWards or dOWinWards. 

CHARLES M. OLIVANT. 


