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The present invention relates to a drawer assembly for 
a storage cabinet and is more particularly concerned with 
a refrigerated cabinet including a drawer assembly for 
the storage of frczen foods and the like. 

Because the contents thereof are more readily accessi 
ble, drawers are generally preferred to shelves for the 
storage of materials at below-counter levels. In the case 
of undercounter freezers, refrigerators and refrigerator 
freezer combinations, all of which comprise relatively 
large refrigerated storage compartments below counter 
level, maximum storage volume is normally obtained 
when the access opening to Such compartments is closed 
by a single closure member. By employing a single clo 
sure member, maximum storage volume is obtained due 
to the elimination of the usual nullion or divider nor 
mally provided between the adjacent drawers. En addi. 
tion the provision of a single drawer front for closing the 
access opening to a refrigerated compartment keeps at a 
minimum the total space between the cabinet and tie 
closure member which must be sealed by a Sealing gasket 
or the like in order to raintain the desired refrigerating 
temperatures within the refrigerated compartment. 

It is therefore a primary object of the present invention 
to provide a storage drawer assembly including a single 
closure member or drawer front particularly adapted for 
use in connection with refrigerated compartments. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a drawer assembly including a removable storage bin Gr 
receptacle and means operative when Such bin or recep 
tacle is in its normal position to limit the forward or 
opening travel of the drawer. 
A more specific object of the invention is to provide a 

drawer assembly including superimposed removable stor 
age bins or containers normally arranged to travel with 
the drawer assembly and means whereby the upper bin 
can be moved rearwardly to provide access to the lower 
bin when the drawer assembly is in its open positicia and 
returned to its normal position relative to the drawer 
assembly when the drawer is closed. 

Further objects and advantages of the invention will 
become apparent as the following description proceeds 
and the features of novelty which characterize the inven 
tion will be pointed out with particularity in the claims 
annexed to and forming a part of this specification. 

In carrying out the objects of the present invention 
there is provided a drawer assembly for a storage con 
partment, the drawer assembly including a pair of inter 
connected slides and cooperating supports for supporting 
the assembly. A storage pan or bin is normally Sup 
ported within the framework formed by the intercon 
nected slides and stop means actuated by the removable 
pan or bin when in its normal position is adapted to limit 
the forward or opening movement of the drawer assembly. 
In one embodiment of the invention there is also provided 
a second storage pan or bin removably supported by the 
drawer assembly framework and movable therewith. 
Means are also provided whereby this second pan or bin 
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normally disposed above the first pan can be independ 
ently moved rearwardly when the drawer assembly is 
open, and automatically returned to its normal position 
upon closure of the drawer assembly. 
For a better understanding of the invention reference 

may be had to the accompanying drawings in which: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevational view, partly in section, of a 

refrigerator cabinet including the drawer assembly of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary side elevational view showing 
the construction of the drawer and its supporting slides 
and tracks at one side of the cabinet when the drawer 
is in its closed position; 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 with the drawer in a 
partially opened position; and 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken generally along line 
4-4 of Fig. 3. 

Referring to Fig. 1 of the drawing, there is shown a 
refrigerator cabinet including an inner liner 1 forming a 
storage compartment 2 for foodstuffs requiring refrig 
eration. This compartment is disposed in the lower half 
or portion of the cabinet below a second storage con 
partment 3. It is therefore below what may be termed 
normal counter height so that access to the contents there 
of can be more readily obtained when the contents are 
contained in drawers rather than on shelves positioned 
within the compartment 2. The compartment 2 is main 
tained at desired storage temperatures by means of an 
evaporator 4 having one section 5 arranged along the lower 
and rear walls of the compartment and a second section 
6 along the top of the compartment on which ice trays 
may be stored. The evaporater 4 forms part of the re 
frigerating system including a motor compressor unit 7 
and a condenser (not shown). 
The access opening to the storage compartment 2 is 

closed by a closure member in the form of a drawer front 
8 and the space between the drawer front 8 and the face 
of the cabinet is sealed by means of a gasket 9 extending 
around the peripheral edge of the drawer front 8. 
The drawer front 8 is part of the improved drawer as 

sembly of the present invention. In the modification of 
the invention shown, this drawer assembly includes a pair 
of spaced slides 10 connected together by front and rear 
cross members 11 and 12 to form an open cradle or frame 
Workfor supporting a removable storage pan 14 by means 
of the rim or edge portions 15 of the storage pan which 
overlap and rest on the framework. The drawer front 8 
is suitably secured to the forward end portions of the 
drawer slides 10. 

This drawer assembly is slidably supported within the 
compartment 2 by drawer supports 16 secured to the 
opposite side walls 17 of the compartment 2. In order 
that the entire weight of the storage drawer assembly and 
its contents will not be carried merely by the liner walls 
17, the drawer supports 16 preferably extend through the 
rear wall 18 of the liner and are provided with thermal 
insulating means for adjustably securing the rear ends 
of the supports 16 to the outer cabinet case 21. 

For a more detailed description of the drawer assembly 
and support arrangement reference is made to Figs. 2, 3 
and 4 of the drawing. As shown in Fig. 4 of the drawing, 
each of the drawer Supports 16 are of a channel or - 
shaped cross section and the legs thereof extend inwardly 
from the compartment side walls 17 to form upper and 
lower track sections and guides 19 and 20. Each of the 
slides 10 also comprise U-shaped portions disposed be 
tween the upper and lower track sections 19 and 20, and 
a plurality of rollers are provided on the slides 10 and 
drawer Supports 16 to facilitate opening and closing of the 
drawer assembly. Specifically, the forward ends 22 of the 
slides 10 are supported by rollers 23 mounted on a flange 
24 forming part of the drawer supports 16. A second 
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pair of rollers carried on the rear end of the slides i0 
ride between the upper and lower track sections 9 and 
20, contacting one or the other of these two sections de 
pending upon the position of the drawer relative to the 
drawer supports 6. Another set of rollers 26 which are 
also secured to the slides E0 adjacent the rear ends there 
of normally ride on the base portions of the supports 6 
to prevent frictional engagement of the slides 6 with the 
supports 6 upon any sideward movement of the drawer 
assembly. - 

In order to maintain the drawer assembly in a closed 
position and bias the drawer front and gasket 9 into seal 
ing engagement with the cabinet space surrounding the 
access opening to the compartment 2, there is provided 
a spring biased latch 28 pivotally connected by means 3: 
a pin 29 to the forward ends of the slides 16 for contact 
with roller 23. As is shown more fully in Fig. 2 of tie 
drawing, this latch comprises a first sloping botton side 
30 which causes the member 28 to ride over the roller 
23 when the drawer is brought in to its closed position and 
a second rearwardly sloping section 3 which engages the 
surface of the roller 23 when the drawer is in its ciosed 
position. A spring 33 biasing the section 31 of the latch 
member 23 downwardly against the surface of the roller 
23 causes the latch, in cooperation with the rollier 23, to 
urge the drawer in a rearward or gasket sealing direction. 
Spring 33 is so constructed that, while it will urge the 
latch member 28 into the desired gasket sealing position, 
the application of an opening force on the handle 34 
affixed to the drawer front 8 causes the latch merinber 28 
to ride upwardly over the roller 23 so that the drawer 
can be readily opened. 

Forward or opening movement of the drawer is limited 
by means of a stop 36 pivotally connected to the rea: 
cross member 2 by a pin 37. This stop, which prevents 
accidental removal of the drawer from the cabinet, in 
cludes a first arm 38 normally engaged by the rim 25 of 
the pan 24 and held in a depressed position such that a 
second arm 39 of the stop is positioned beneath the lower 
track 29 of the drawer support 46 where it will contact 
the rear edge 40 of flange 28 when the drawer assembly 
is in the open or access position to prevent further move 
ment of the drawer outwardly of the compartment 2. 

In order to remove the entire drawer assembly from 
the compartment 2 as for example when it becomes de 
sirable to clean the interior walls of the compartnent, it 
is necessary only to remove the pan 14 from the support 
ing framework whereupon the pivoted stop 36 is free to 
swing to the dotted line position shown in Fig. 4 in which 
the second arm 39 of the stop will clear the stop engag 
ing edge 40 so that the entire drawer assembly can be 
withdrawn from the compartment. 

For most efficient usage, it is of course desirable that 
the depth of a storage drawer or bin such as the bin 14 
be kept within certain limits depending upon the material 
to be stored therein. In the case of the usual frozen foods 
stored in a refrigerated compartment, it is frequently de 
sirable to limit the depth of any one drawer receptacle 
and to provide more than one storage bin. In order to 
do this in accordance with the present invention while 
still retaining a single closure member for the access 
opening to the refrigerated compartment, there is pro 
vided a second or upper storage bin 43 which is Sup 
ported by the same drawer assembly as that supporting 
the lower pan 14 and which is normally movable with 
the drawer assembly when the drawer is opened or closed. 
For access to the lower pan 14 when the drawer is in its 
open position, this upper pan 43 is so supported on the 
supporting framework and the supports is that it can be 
moved rearwardly back into the storage compartment 2 
thus exposing the contents of the lower pan 4. To ac 
complish this result in accordance with the present in 
vention, the upper pan 43 is provided with a pair of 
rollers 44 which normally ride on the upper tracks 9 
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forming part of the supports 6 and the forward end of 
the pan 43 is supported on the slides 10 by means of 
a pair of legs 45. Means for anchoring or indexing the 
upper pan 43 relative to the slides 10 are provided in the 
form of indentations 46 provided in the upper surface of 
the slides 20 adapted to receive the feet or pads 48 pro 
vided on the legs 45. 
When the drawer assembly is moved to its open position, 

the feet 48 resting in the indertations 46 cause the pan 
43 to move forwardly with the remainder of the drawer 
assembly exposing the contents of the upper pan 43. If 
access is desired to the lower pan E4, it is necessary 
merely to lift or move the forward edge of the pan 43 
to a position in which the feet 43 clear the indentations 
65 in which the position of the upper pan 43 can be slid 
rearwardly as indicated in Fig. 3 with the feet 48 sliding 
along the upper surface of the guides 0. This rearward 
movement of the upper pan 43 when the drawer is in its 
open position is limited by means of a stop 50 on one or 
both of the upper track sections 9 located at a point in 
which the rollers 44 are normally positioned when the 
drawer is in a closed position with the feet 48 resting in 
the indentations 46. By this arrangement it is not neces 
sary to return the pan 43 to its normal position directly 
above the lower pan 14 before the drawer assembly is 
closed. Closing of the drawer while the rollers 44 are in 
contact with the stop 56 causes the upper pan 43 to re 
main stationary within the compartment so that the legs 
45 slide along the slides 10 during closing movement of 
the remaining portions of the drawer assembly and finally 
drop into the indentations 46 as the drawer reaches its 
normally closed position. Subsequent opening of the 
drawer then again causes the pan 43 to move forwardly 
along with the remainder of the drawer assembly. 

From the above description it will be seen that there 
has been provided in accCrdance with the present inven 
tion, a simple and efficient drawer structure particularly 
adapted for the storage of frozen or refrigerated food 
stuffs. In addition to providing positive means for 
maintaining the drawer in a closed and gasket sealing 
position, the invention also includes one or more storage 
bins or containers which can be readily removed from 
the drawer assembly for cleaning purposes without re 
moving the entire assembly from the storage compart 
ment. The invention is particularly useful in connection 
with relatively large compartments of a height such that 
more than one storage bin is desirable. For such appli. 
cations, there is provided a second or upper storage bin 
or pan which is not only separately removable from the 
storage compartment when the drawer is in its open posi 
tion but which also includes means whereby it can be 
returned to within the storage compartment to provide 
ready access to the lower pan and thereafter will index 
to its normal position relative to the drawer assembly 
merely upon closing of the drawer. 
While specific embodiments of this invention have been 

shown and described, it is not desired that the invention 
be limited to the particular construction shown and de 
scribed and it is intended by the appended claims to 
cover all such modifications within the true spirit and 
Scope of the invention. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
1. A cabinet including walls defining a storage com 

partment having an access opening at the front thereof, 
a drawer assembly adapted to move within said com 
partment, said drawer assembly comprising a pair of 
Spaced slides, means including a rear cross member con 
necting said slides together to form an open framework, 
a removable storage pan disposed within said framework 
and including rim portions for supporting said pan on 
said framework, a drawer front for closing said access 
opening connected to said drawer slides, a pair of op 
posed horizontally disposed supports secured to the side 
Walls of Said compartment, said supports being of U 
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shaped cross section to provide upper and lower spaced 
track sections extending inwardly from said walls above 
and below said drawer slides, means for limiting forward 
travel of said drawer assembly when said pan is disposed 
on said framework comprising a pivoted stop member 
pivotally mounted on said rear cross member and includ 
ing a first arm engaged by a rim portion of said pan 
when said pan is positioned on said framework and a 
second arm normally extending beneath the adjacent 
Support when said pan is in its normal position within 
said framework and stop engaging means adjacent the 
forward end of said support for contacting said second 
arm when said drawer is moved to an accessible position, 
said pivoted member being so constructed that removal 
of said pan causes rotation of said pivoted member to a 
position in which said second arm clears said stop en 
gaging means on said support when said drawer is slid 
forwardly, a second storage pan normally disposed above 
said first pan when said drawer is in the closed position, 
said second storage pan being disposed above said frame 
work, a pair of legs mounted on the forward end of said 
second pan and supported by said slides, and means for 
causing said second pan to move normally with said 
drawer assembly when said drawer is opened, said means 
including indentations in said slides for removably receiv 
ing said legs. 

2. A cabinet including walls defining a storage com 
partment having an access opening at the front thereof, 
a drawer assembly adapted to move within said com 
partment, said drawer assembly comprising a pair of 
spaced slides connected together by spaced front and 
rear cross members, said slides and said cross members 
cooperating to form an open framework, a removable 
storage pan disposed within said framework and includ 
ing rin portions for supporting said pan on said frame. 
work, a drawer front for closing said access opening ccn 
nected to said drawer slides, a pair of opposed horizon 
tally disposed supports secured to the side was of said 
compartment, said supports being of U-shaped cross sec 
tion to provide upper and lower spaced track sections ex 
tending inwardly from said walls above and below said 
drawer slides, a set of rollers mounted on the rear ends 
of said slides between said track sections, a second set 
of rollers carried by said supports adjacent the front end 
thereof for supporting said slides, means for limiting for 
ward travel of said drawer assembly when said pan is 
disposed on said framework comprising a pivoted stop 
member pivotally mounted on said rear cross member 
and including a first arm engaged by a rim portion of 
said pan when said pan is positioned on said framework 
and a second arm normally extending beneath the adja 
cent support when said pan is in its normal position 
within said framework and stop engaging means adja 
cent the forward end of said support for contacting said 
second arm when said drawer is moved to an accessible 
position, said pivoted member being so constructed that 
removal of said pan causes rotation of said pivoted mem 
ber to a position in which said second arm clears said 
stop engaging means on said support when said drawer is 
slid forwardly, a second storage pan normally disposed 
above said first pan when said drawer is in the closed 
position, said second storage pan being disposed above 
said framework and including a pair of rollers adjacent. 
the rear end thereof normally riding on said upper track 
Sections and a pair of legs mounted on the forward end 
of said second pan and supported on said slides, and 
means for causing said second pan to move normally with 
said drawer assembly when said last-mentioned drawer is 
opened, said means including indentations in said slides 
for removably receiving said legs. 

3. A cabinet including walls defining a storage compart 
ment having an access opening at the front thereof, a 
drawer assembly adapted to move within said compart 
ment, said drawer assembly comprising a pair of spaced 
slides connected together by spaced front and rear cross 
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members, Said slides and said cross members cooperating 
to form an open framework, a removable storage pan dis 
posed within said framewori, and including rim portions 
for Supporting said pan on said framework, a drawer 
front for closing said access opening connected to said 
drawer slides, a pair of opposed horizontally disposed sup 
ports secured to the side walls of said compartment, said 
supports being of U-shaped cross section to provide upper 
and lower spaced track sections extending inwardly from 
said walls above and below said drawer slides, a set of 
rollers mounted on the rear ends of said slides between 
said track sections, a second set of rollers carried by said 
Supports adjacent the front end thereof for supporting 
said slides, a latch means for biasing said drawer front 
to a closed position including a latch member pivotally 
supported on at least one of said slides and including a 
sloping surface portion engaging one of said second set of 
rollers when said drawer is closed, spring means biasing 
said sloping surface portion into engagement with said 
roller to effect a closing force on said drawer, means for 
limiting the forward movement of said drawer assembly 
when said pan is disposed on said framework comprising 
a pivoted stop member pivotally mounted on said rear 
cross member and including a first arm engaged by a rim 
portion of said pan when said pan is positioned on said 
framework and a second arm normally extending beneath 
the adjacent support when said pan is in its normal posi 
tion within said framework and stop engaging means adja 
cent the forward end of said support for contacting said 
second arm when said drawer is moved to an accessible 
position, said pivoted member being so constructed that 
removal of said pan causes rotation of said pivoted men 
ber to a position in which said second arm clears said stop 
engaging means on said support when said drawer is slid 
forwardly, a second storage pain normally disposed above 
said first pan when said drawer is in the closed position, 
said second storage pain being disposed above said frame 
work and including a pair of rollers adjacent the rear 
end thereof normally riding on said upper track sections 
and a pair of legs mounted on the forward end of said 
second pan and supported on said slides, and means for 
causing said second pan to move normally with said draw 
er assembly when said drawer is opened, said last-men 
tioned means including indentations in said slides for re 
movably receiving said legs, 

4. A cabinet including walls defining a storage com 
partment having an access opening at the front thereof, 
a drawer assembly adapted to move within said compart 
ment, said drawer assembly including a pair of opposed 
slides and a pair of connecting cross members forming 
an open framework, a removable storage pan Supported 
by said framework, and means for preventing accidental 
removal of said drawer assembly from said compartment 
when said storage pan is positioned on said framework, 
said means comprising a stop pivotally supported by one 
of said cross members and including one arm engaged 
by a rim portion of said pan when said pan is in its normal 
position and a second arm adapted to contact a stop en 
gaging member on the adjacent support when said drawer 
is moved to an open position, removal of said pan caus 
ing Said pivoted stop to rotate to a position in which said 
second arm clears said stop engaging member. 

5. A cabinet including walls defining a storage com 
partment having an access opening at the front thereof, 
a drawer assembly adapted to move within said compart 
ment, said drawer assembly including a pair of inter 
connected opposed slides forming an open framework, a 
removable storage pan supported by said framework and 
means for preventing accidental removal of said drawer 
assembly from said compartment when said storage pan 
is positioned on said framework, said means comprising 
a pivoted stop pivotally supported by said framework and 
including one arm engaged by a rim portion of said pain 
when said pan is in its normal position and a second arm 
adapted to contact a stop engaging member on the adja 
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cent support when said drawer is moved to an open posi 
tion, removal of said pain causing said pivoted stop to 
rotate to a position in which said Second arm clears said 
stop engaging member. 

6. A cabinet including walls defining a storage coin 
partment having an access opening at the front thereof, a 
drawer assembly adapted to move within said compart 
ment, said drawer assembly including a pair of opposed 
interconnected slides forming an open framework, a first 
Storage pan including rim portions engaging said fraille 
work for supporting said pan within said open framework, 
a second storage pan normally disposed above said first 
pan, means for supporting said second pan within Said 
compartment for normal movement with said drawer as 
sembly, said means comprising a pair of legs engaging 
said slides adjacent the forward ends thereof, said sides 
having indentations therein for removably receiving the 
ends of said legs whereby removal of said legs from 
said indentations permits said second pan to be moved 
rearwardly independent of said drawer assembly. 

7. A cabinet including walls defining a storage con 
partment having an access opening at the front thereof, 
a drawer assembly adapted to move within said compart 
ment, said drawer assembly including a pair of opposed 
sides and front and rear cross members connecting said 
slides to form an open framework, a first storage pan in 
cluding means for supporting said pan within said open 
framework, a second storage pain normally disposed above 
said first pan, a pair of opposed supports secured to the 
side walls of said compartment for receiving said slides, 
said supports terminating short of said access opening, 
and means for supporting said second pan for normal 
movement with said drawer assembly, said supporting 
means comprising a pair of legs engaging said slides 
adjacent the forward ends thereof, said slides having in 
dexing means thereon for removably receiving the ends 
of said legs whereby removal of said legs from said index 
ing means when said drawer assembly is in an open posi 
tion permits said second pan to be moved rearwardly 
independent of said drawer assembly and means limiting 
said rearward novement of said Second pan whereby 
said legs engage said indexing means upon subsequent 
closure of said drawer assembly. 

8. A cabinet including walls defining a storage com 
partment having an access opening at the front thereof, 
a drawer assembly adapted to move within said compart 
ment, said drawer assembly including a pair of opposed 
interconnected slides forming an open framework, a pair 
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of tracks within said compartment for Supporting said 
slides, a first storage pan including rim portions engag 
ing said framework for supporting said pan within said 
open framework, an upper storage pan normally disposed 
above said first pan, and means for supporting said upper 
pan within said compartinent for normal movement with 
said drawer assembly, said means comprising a pair of 
legs engaging said slides adjacent the forward ends there 
of, said slides having indexing means thereon for re 
movably receiving the ends of said legs whereby removal 
of said legs from said indexing means when said drawer 
assembly is in an open position permits said pan to be 
moved rearwardly independent of said drawer assembly, 
and means limiting rearward movement of said upper pan 
wherchy closure of said drawer assembly returns said 
legs to said indexing means. 

9. A cabinet including walls defining a storage com 
partment access opening at the front thereof, a drawer 
assembly adapted to move within said compartment, said 
drawer assembly including a pair of opposed intercon 
nected slides and forming an open framework, a pair 
of tracks Secured to the side walls of said compartment 
for receiving said slides, a first storage pan including rim 
portions engaging said framework for supporting said 
pan within said open framework, a second pan normally 
disposed above said first pan, and means for supporting 
said second pan within said compartment for normal 
movement with said drawer assembly, said means com 
prising a pair of rollers secured to the rear end of said 
pan for riding on said tracks and a pair of legs engaging 
said slides adjacent the forward ends thereof, said slides 
having indentations therein for normally receiving the 
ends of said legs for normal movement of said pan with 
said assembly, removal of said legs from said indenta 
tions permitting said pain to be moved rearwardly in 
dependent of said drawer assembly when said drawer as 
sembly is open, and means limiting said rearward move 
ment of said second pan to a position in which said legs 
again engage said indentations upon subsequent closing 
of said drawer assembly. 
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