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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, Epwin M. S. CHANDLER,
acitizen of the United States, residing at Taun-
ton, in the county of Bristol, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Lacings, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings.

My invention dispenses with the use of tags,
wrappings, or other like additions of metal or
other material to protect and bind the ends of
lacings for shoes, corsets, &c., and constitute
a finish therefor, as well as provide tips or
points to facilitate the operation of passing
the ends throungh the holesof eyelets and other
like holes.

The invention consists in a self-tipped lac-
ing of tubular fabric produced by braiding,
weaving, or otherwise having the extremities
thereof bound and finished so as to conceal
and protect raw or cut edges of the fabric of
the lacing and the ends of the threads of such
fabric by the inversion of the extreme end
portions of the tubular fabric and the tucking
of the same within the interior of the adjoin-
ing portions of the length of the fabric, the
tucked portions being held in place and the
tip portions of the lacing being consolidated
and stiffened by means of glue or cement, the
tips in addition being reduced in diameter and
shaped or molded through pressure.

T have illustrated my invention in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 shows a lacing embodying the in-
vention. TFig. 2shows a portion of the length
of the lacing of Fig. 1 atand adjacent one end

thereof, part being in section in order to show |.

the construction more clearly. TFig. 3 is a
partly-sectional view showing one end of the
lacing after the end portion has been inverted
and tucked before the compression by which
the tip is shaped as in Figs. 1 and 2.  Fig. 4
is a view of the lacing in cross-section at a
point intermediate the tips—as, for instance,
at any one of the points at which the lines 4 4
in Figs. 1, 2, and 3 are located. Fig. 5isa
view in cross-section on liné 5 5 in Fig. 3.
Fig. 6 is a view in cross-section on line 6 6.in
Fig. 2. '

The tubular fabric of which I make a lac- 50
ing is designated 1 in the drawings. Gener-
ally T employ the well-known flattened tu-
bular braided fabric which customarily is
used for the like purpose. The finished tips
of the lacing are designated 2 2. 'The char- 55
acter of a finished tip is shown clearly by the
longitudinal section which is represented in
Fig. 2 and the cross-section in Fig. 6. In
carrying the invention into effect an extreme
end portion of a piece of the tubular fabric 6o
(indicated, for example, in dotted lines at the
left-hand side in Fig. 3) isinverted and tucked
into the adjoining portion of the said fabrie,
as shown by Figs. 3 and 5 in full lines, glue,
cement, or the like being applied.to the said 65
end portion to cause the same to adhere to
the interior of the tube and also consolidate
the fabric and pressure being applied to com-
pact and shape the tip, giving the same, if
desired, the form which is represented in 7o
Figs. 1 and 2. The result of the pressure is
to force the two concentric thicknesses of
fabric together and also compress the same,
so as to produce a solid tip reduced some-
what in diameter relative to the adjoining por- 75
tion of the lacing. . The glue, cement, or the -
like unites and -binds the two thicknesses to-
gether and causes the tip to retain the form
and dimensions which are given to the same
by the compression. Preferably Lusea water- 8o
proef glueor cement. Theinverted or tucked-
in end portion of the fabric constitutes a core
or filling for the tip, giving the required sub-
stance and thickness to the latter without the
addition of a separate core-piece. 85

The tip produced in conformity with the
foregoing description is sufficiently rigid to
enable -it to serve in threading the lacing
through the holes of eyelets or the like. The
free end of the.tip presents a smooth and fin- go
ished appearance, inasmuch as it is produced
by doubling the fabric upon itself, while the
cut edge of the fabric and all raw ends of
threads are tucked into the interior of the
fabric, concealed, and held. The said free 95
end will not fray out in-use. . —

I claim as my invention—

1. The self-tipped lacing éonsisting of tu-
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bular fabric with the extreme end portion of
such fabric inverted and tucked within the
adjoining portion of the length of the fabric.
2. The seli-tipped lacing consisting of tu-
bular fabric with the extreme end portion
thereof inverted and tucked into the adjoin-
ing portion of the length of the fabric, and
with the concentric portions of the tip con-
solidated and united by cement or the like.
3. The selt-tipped lacing consisting of tu-
bular fabric with the extreme end portion

thereof inverted and tucked into the adjoin-
ing portion of the length of the fabric, and
h‘lVan' the concentric portions united and
consohdated by cement or the like, and com- 13
pacted and compressed.
In testimony whereof I affix my signatur e in
presence of two witnesses.
EDWIN M. S. CHANDLER.
Witnesses:
TaoMAs F. MEEHAN,
CHas. F. RanpaLL.




