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To all whom it may concern: ing flanges 13 at the bottom, which are bolted 
Be it known that I, JoSEPHUSC. DENHAM, together, and flanges 14 at the top which pro 

of St. Louis, Missouri, have invented a new 
and Improved Chicken-Beheader, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de scription. 
A great many people find it necessary to 

kill poultry occasionally and in a small way, 
and among such people it is the practice to 
either wring the neck of the chicken or other 
fowl to be killed, or to chop of its head with 
an axe or hatchet. Both operations are try 
ing to the nerves of sensitive people, entail 
torture on the creature killed, and are very 
likely to cause the Spattering of blood upon 
the clothing of the butcher. 
The object of my invention is to produce a 

very cheap and simple device which may be 
quickly and neatly applied to the neck of a 
chicken, or similar creature, which may be 
operated by the simple pulling of a trigger, 
and which, when operated, severs the head 
of the chicken with certainty, neatness and 
dispatch without in any way torturing the 
chicken, shocking the nerves of the operator, 
or injuring the clothing of the latter. 
To these ends my invention consists of cer 

tain features of construction and combina 
tions of parts, as will be hereinafter described 
and claimed. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar figures of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the views. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the imple 
ment embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a 
plan view of the device. Fig. 3 is a longi 
tudinal section of the device, and Fig. 4 is a 
cross section on the line 4-4 in Fig. 3. 
The beheader is provided with a barrel 10, 

in which the main spring of the implement 
is incased, and the barrel terminates at its 
front end in a depending hook or flange ll 
which may be hooked upon some object so as 
to steady the implement when it is used, but 
which is especially used for setting the instru 
ment by hooking it upon some object which 
enables the plunger to be pulled against the 
tension of its spring, as hereinafter described. 
At its rear end the barrel enters the breech 
block or clamp 12, which is in two parts 
shaped to fit snugly upon the barrel and hav 

ject upward sufficiently high to form guides 
for the knife and a support for the neck of a 
chicken or other fowl, as described presently. 
The flanges 14 are separated at their ends by 
ribs 15 which hold them the necessary dis 
tance apart to provide for the sliding of the 
beheading knife. The flanges 14 are recessed 
in the center, as shown at 16, which recess is 
large enough to permit the easy insertion of 
the neck of the chicken or other fowl in it; 
and the beheading knife 17 slides across this 
recess and between the flanges, so that when 
thrown forward, as hereinafter described, it 
severs the neck which may be in the recess. 
This knife is preferably arranged at an in 
cline to enable it to have a shearing cut SO 
as to more easily sever the neck of a fowl; 
and it slides in a slot 17 in the top of the bar 
rel, being secured at its inner end to a slid 
ing plunger 18 which moves longitudinally 
in the barrel and which has an elongated 
shank 19, preferably in the shape of a cross 
when viewed in cross section, although this 
is not necessary, and the plunger and its 
shank are normally thrown forward by a 
spring 20 which is coiled around the shank 
and which is secured at one end to the shank 
and at the other to the barrel 10. In the 
front end of the barrel is a cushion 21 against 
which the shank 19 strikes when propelled 
forward, and this cushion absorbs the shock 
Occasioned by the sudden stopping of the 
plunger and it also limits the forward move 
ment of the plunger and knife and prevents 
the edge of the latter from being dulled on 
the ribs 15. The plunger 18 and knife 17 are 
pulled back against the tension of the spring 
20 by means of the handles 22, the shanks 23 
of which project through the slide in slots 
24 extending longitudinally through the sides 
of the breech block and barrel, as shown 
clearly in Figs. 1 and 4. 

In the plunger 18, near its forward end, is a 
notch 25 which receives a pawl 26 on the front 
end of a curved trigger 27, this being pivoted 
at its elbow, as shown at 28, and arranged to 
Swing behind a trigger guard 29 and in front 
of a handle 30, which is substantially like the 
handle of a pistol, and within the handle is 
a spring 31 which presses against the lower 
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end of the trigger and therefore presses the 
pawl 26 into engagement with the notch 25 
in the plunger. 
When the device is to be used, the opera 

tor places the hook over some convenient sup 
port and pulls back on the handles 22 until 
the catch or pawl 26 engages the notch 25 in 
the plunger 18, and this holds the knife back 
between the rear ends of the flanges 14, and 
the spring 20 in an extended position. The 
operator then grabs, with one hand, the legs 
of the chicken to be beheaded, while he holds 
the beheading tool in the other hand, and he 
next places the neck of the chicken in the 
recess 16 of the flanges 14 and pulls the trig 
ger 27. The instant the trigger is pulled, the 
pawl 26 is withdrawn from the notch 25 and 
the spring 20 throws the plunger 18 and knife 
17 violently forward and the knife, as it 
passes through the recess 16, cuts off the neck 
of the chicken. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A tool for beheading poultry, which com 
prises a barrel having a lateral projection, 
14, a spring and sliding plunger within said 
barrel, a knife attached to the plunger and 
projecting laterally into the position to adapt 
it for coacting with said flange, and a device 
for locking and releasing the plunger and 
knife, as shown and described. 

2. A beheading tool, comprising a barrel, 
flanges projecting laterally from the rear end 
of the barrel and provided with a recess to re 
ceive the neck of a chicken, a spring-pressed 
plunger mounted in the barrel, a knife carried 
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by the plunger and held to slide between 
the flanges and across the recess, a locking 
device to hold the plunger and knife at the 
rear end of the barrel, and a trigger mech 
anism for releasing the plunger and knife, 
substantially as described. 

3. A beheading tool, comprising a barrel 
having a hook or flange at one end and a han 
dle at the other, a spring-pressed plunger held 
to slide in the barrel, upwardly projecting re 
cessed flanges at the rear end of the barrel, a 
knife carried by the plunger and extending 
outward between the recessed flanges, han 
dles secured to the plunger and projecting 
outward through slots in the barrel, a spring 
pressed trigger pivoted in the handle, and a 
pawl carried by the trigger and adapted to 
engage a notch in the handle, substantially 
as described. 

4. A beheading tool, comprising an elon 
gated barrel having a hook or flange at one 
end and a handle at the other, a breech block 
for the barrel, having upwardly projecting 
parallel flanges with a recess therein to re 
ceive the neck of a fowl, a spring-pressed 
plunger in the barrel, a knife carried by the 
plunger and projecting between the flanges 
of the breech block, a spring-pressed trigger 
pivoted in the handle of the barrel, and a 
pawl carried by the trigger and adapted to 
engage a notch in the plunger, Substantially 
as described. 

JOSEPHUS C. DENHAM. 
Witnesses: 

CHAS. STRASSBURGER, 
JAMES A. BELL. 

  


