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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE? 
WTLLIAM T. SMITH,OF BIRMINGHAM,ALABAMA? 

FIRE-EscAPE 

8PECIPICA*ION forming part of Letters Patent No.384,292,dated ?une 12,1888? 
Application filed March 7,1888,Serial No.266,430. (No mofie}.) 

@ a% zohony ?72ag concern: 
.Beit Engyn_that J.WILLIAMT. SMITH,a 

eitizen of the United States,residing at Bir 
mingham,in the County of Jeferson and State 
0f Alabama,have invented certain new and 
useful Improvementsin Fire-Escapes,ofwhich 
thefolowingis so ful,clear,and exact a de 
SCriptionas Yillenableothersskilledintheart 
to WhiChthisinventionappertainsto makeand 
use the same,reference being had to the ap 
pended draWings,forming a part hereof 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful inprovements in fire-escapes;and it 
Consist8in a Certain noveicombination andar 
rangement of the various portions,as will be 
nore fuly hereinafter set forth in the speci 
fication,and pointed out in the claims. 
The objeet of myinvention isto provide a 

Simple and Cheap fire-escape,and one thabcan 
be readilyadjusted for use in time of need? 
Another object of my inventionis to com 

binewith the above-mentioned fre-escapea 
YaSh-Stand. ? 

A further Object of myinventionistoinake 
a COmbined Wash-Stand and fire-escape which 
Shal at the Same time not only be usefulfor 
the pürp0Se8 intended,but whieh Shallal80 be 
ornamental as an artiele offurniture and pre 
Sent anappearancediferen5from thabofeither 
a YaSh-Stand Or a fire-escape. 

In the accompanying drawings,forminga 
Dart Of this Specification,and on yhich Similar 
letterS Of referenCeindiCate the Sane or corre 
Sponding features? 
Figure1 is a perspective view of Inyinven 

tion,Showingthe Sameasit appears when not 
in use Fig,2is a transverse sectional view 
Of the Same. Fig.3is a deLailview of thelad 
der,and Fig.4 a detai View 0f the drumand 
its engaging lever. 
The letters A and Bdesignatethefront and 

rearsides 9f the body of the wash-stand,and 
the letter C the bottom thereof,the same be 
ing Supported npon rollers D,and provided 
On its front face and on its ends with orna 
mental Scroll Or other work,as desired. The 
ends areproyidedwith doors E and F,hinged 
tO the Side pieCes,and the rear side extends 
upYardly SOme distanCe above the wash-Stand 
t0p G,andis providedwith One ormore desk 
Shelves and With 0rnamental Work in repre 
sentation ofa desk,andto a projecting board, 

H,Tsecure by hingesthe de8k-top I,the Same 
being mounted uponinclined 8ides J,SO that 
when the desk-topis closeditincines. 

Situated below the shelves of the desk and 
adjacent to the rear Side is the reservoir K, 
having aninterior lining,K,0fzing or 0ther 
Suitablewater-proof material,and descending 
from the bottom thereOf and extending tO the 
wash-basin Dis a Water-8upply pipe,M,pro 
vided onits free end with a faueet,N,So as to 
turn the water on and of as desired. 
The bottom of the basin,as u8ual,is pr0 

Vided with a discharge-pipe,O,anda plug,P, 
and below Said diseharge-pipe I loCate the 
discharge-receiving Dan or tank Q,whigh is 
mounted upona transverseShelf R,extending 
aCross the wash-Stand. SeetlTed to the front 
of the Wash-stand are eyes 8,and through 
them extend the bolts or pins T,the purpose 
of which will hereinafter appear. 
Located üpon the CroSS-Diece8 U,mounted 

on the standards V,is a Shaft or drtim,W, 
and upon this Shaft or drum Tattach Securely 
and firmly one end of the ladder X,the Same 
Consisting,preferably,of webbingwith rounds 
Y,0f either Wood or iron,extending aCrOSS 
from one band to the other,and to the end of 
thisladderTSecurea bag,Z. This bagismade 
ofstrong material,and Suficiently large to re 
ceive a good Sized Child OT even a Woman in 
CaSe Of fire. 

I Sectirefirmiy büt looselyto the rear of the 
desk Orwash-stand a lever whose Central por 
tion is cut awayto Correspond with the Shaft, 
the other end of the 1ever terminating in a 
handle,80 thabin Case offire,whenitisdesired 
to lowera child in the bagat the end of the 
1adderit is only necessary to roll the Wash 
Stand near a Window,Secure the Ghild in the 
bag,and by Dressing the lever upon the Shaft 
W steadily yeb yieldingly the child may be 
1et down to theground without harin. 
The pins Defore referred to as upon thefront 

of the wash-stand may be driveh into the 
foor by a hammer kept Conveniently inside 
of the wash-stand,thoughitis not absolutely 
necesSary to do SO,for its weight is usually 
Suficient to withstand the Strain of a person 
deseendingthe ladder; butinordertoprovide 
against any danger in deSeending I provide 
the pins. 
?aving thusfuly deseribed my invention, 

65 

75 

95 

  



2 384,292 

what I glaim as new,and desire to Secure by 
Letters Patent,is? 

1. The combination,with a closed article of 
furniture having a slot in its front face and 

5 do0rs in its Side,of a drum situated within 
the Said pieCe of furniture,a flexible ladder 
adapted to be wound around the Said drum,a 
bag or receptaCle Carried bythe Said drum, 
and a lever Secured at the rear of the Said 

Io drum and adaptedto engagetherewithforthe 
purpose Set forth,and havingits opposite ex 
tremity extending out through the slobin the 
frOnt face of the artiCle of furniture. 

2. Adrum,aflexibleladdercarriedthereby, 
a receptacle carried bythe Said ladder,and a 
spring-lever having its extremity Secured at 
the rear of the drum and adapted to engage 
therewith,in combinationwith a Support haV 
inga slotinitsfront face to receive the free 
extremity of the lever. 
IntestimonywhereofIafixmysignaturein 

the presence of two witneSSes. 
WILLTAM T,SMITH. 

WitneSSeS: 
EDWIN L. BRADFORD, 
M. P. CALLAN. 

20 

  


