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To all whom it may concern: -
Be it known that I, WILLIAM FISCHER, &
citizen of the United States, and a resident

‘of Stepney, county of Fairfield, and State

of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Hames, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
inghad to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part thereof, in which similar letters of
reference indieate corresponding partsin all

_the figures.

This invention relates to hames, and has
for its object to provide a simple, cheap, read-
ily constructed and perfectly operating de-
vice which may be adjusted at top and bot-
tom to fit the size of collar on which it is used,

which will be elastic or slightly yielding at -

the upper and lower ends, and readily renew-
able from time to time, and which may be

.quickly fastened and unfastened.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and arrangement of parts herein-
after fully desecribed.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1
is a front elevation, partially in section, of
two hames constructed and fastened accord-
ing to my invention. Fig. 2 is a plan view
of the npper metallic securing strip. Fig. 3
is a cross section taken upon the line z—uz,
Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a detail view of one portion
of the fastener. :

In the practice of my invention, I construct
two hames A, of the usual or any approved
shape, preferably of wood, as shown, and upon
the exterior.of each of the same at the top
and bottom I form groovesa. Upon the out-
side edge of the hames I secure metallic cas-
ings B, extending from the top of the hame
to the bottom thereof, and having at each

end logs b, which are secured to the front’

and rear of the hames to secure the casings
and maintain them immediately above the
grooves a, in order that the said grooves will
form slots, closed throughout, except at the
top and bottom .edges respectively of the
hames. Upon these casings B are formed

_the usunal loops C C’ through which the reins

extend and the hame tugs are fastened.

The hames are joined at the top by means
of a strip D, of spring metal or whale bone,
having slots ¢ in either end thereof. These
ends are inserted in the grooves a in the top

of the hames, and are secured by means of
screws d, which extend through openings e
in the casings B, through the slots ¢ in the
strip D and into nuts f which are sunk in
the hames immediately beneath each groove..
The heads d’ of the serews are flat on the un-
der side and fit within the opening e, thereby
bearing upon the strip D, and the length of
the slots ¢ at each end of the strip permits the
said strip to be held by the screw at any de-
sired depth in the groove below the said screw.

The hames are secured together at the bot-
tom by means of strips E and E’, of similar
material to the strip D, each having formed
therein slots ¢, through which, when the strips
are inserted in the grooves a, the serews d
pass and extend into the nuts f, thereby ad-
justably securing the said strips E and E’ in
similar manner to the strip D. - The strip E
has in the free end thereof a slot g, extend-
ing wholly across the same, and having at
each side thereof approximately triangular
guide pieces or shoulders & lapping over to
form a strip A’. The strip E’ is appreciably

longer than the strip E, and the end thereof

is doubled over to form a lateh or hook E?
of such size as to fit within the slot g and en-
gage therewith, and having at the rear there-
of the extension E? which when pressed re-
leases the said latch from engagement with
the slot. .

The operation of the device will be readily
understood from the foregoing deseription
taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings. The hames having been placed in
position upon the collar, the ends of the strip
D are inserted in the grooves a in the top of
the hames, the secrews d inserted in the open-
ings e, through the slot ¢ into the nuts £, the
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strip then adjusted to cause the hames to

conform to the shape and size of the collar,
and the screws tightened so that the under
face of the heads d’ thereof will bear upon
the strip and hold the same in position. - The
strips Eand E’ are then inserted in the grooves
a in the bottom of the hames, and the serews
similarly passed through the same. The said

strips are then brought together, the shoul-
ders  and the strip or roof i’ thereof guid-
ing the ends of the strip E’ to such position
that the latch E? engages in the slot g, where-
upon the strips E and E’ are adjusted in simi-
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lar manner to that before described until the
hames fit the collars snugly.

When the hames have once been adjusted
the same may be removed and reapplied by
the simple releasing and snapping together
of the engaging ends of the strips E and B,
and it Wlll be seen that by this eonstructlon
not only may the hames be caused to fitalmost
any size or shape of collar, and are strong and
cheap of manufacture, but also when the fas-
tenings wear out,others are easily substituted,
and the life of the hames prolonged.

The advantages resultant from the use of
my invention will be manifest to all who are
conversant with the general class of devices
to which the same appertains. I do not con-
fine myself to the exact formation of parts or
details of construction herein set forth and
illustrated.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire to secure by

. Letters Patent, is—
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1. The combination with a pair of hames
having longitudinal grooves therein at top
and bottom, and apertures in the exterior
thereof entering said grooves, and nuts in-
serted in said hames at the base of the grooves
in alignment with said apertures, of a strip
of spring metal having longitudinal slots in
the ends thereof entering the grooves in the
top of the hames, serews having their heads
inserted through the apertures in the hames
and projecting through the slots in the strip
into the nuts below, spring metallic strips
sliding in the grooves in the bottom of the
hames slotted at the rear and similarly se-
cured by screws passing therethrough, one of

- the strips having a slot in the end thereof ex-

tending across the same, and upwardly pro-
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jecting guides at either side thereof, and the
opposite strip being bent upon itself to form
a spring lateh engaging in the said slots and
having a rear extension by which it is re-
leased, substantially as shown and described.

2. The combination, with a pair of hames
comprising wooden bodies having exterior
grooves therein at top and bottom, metallic
nuts sunk beneath the grooves, metallic cas-
ings upon the outside of the hames having
lugs at each end thereof secured to the said
hames, the said casings carrying the rein and
hame-tug loops, of a strip of spring metal hav-
ing longitudinal slots in the ends thereof en-
tering the grooves in the top of the hames,
whereby the same is adjustable, serews hav-

ing flat heads, passing through the casings,

the slots in the strip, and inte the nuts below,
thesaid heads of the screw bearing upon the
strip, whereby the same is firmly held by the
said screws, spring metallic strips sliding in
the groovesin the bottom of the hames, slotted
at the rear and similarly secured by screws
passing therethrough, one of the strips hav-
ing a-slot in the end thereof extending across
the same, and upwardly extending guides at
each side thereof, and the opposite strip being
bent upon itself to form a spring latch engag-
ing in the said slot and having a rear exten-
sion by which it is released substantxally as
shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 15th day of Sep-

tember, 1894. ‘
' WILLIAM FISCHER.
Witnesses: :
PERCY T. GRIFFITH,
EMMA HARPER.
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