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UNITED STATES PATENT (OFFICE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 409,777, dated August 27, 1889,
Application filed December 13, 1888, Serial No, 293,466, (No model)

To all whom it may concerrn:

Be it known that I, JAMES F. DUHAMEL, of
‘Washington, in the District of Columbia,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Trousers-Stretchers, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to trousers-stretchers;
and it consists in a novel construction of the
same, as hereinafter set forth and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved device preparatory to
the insertion of the trousers, and Fig. 2 a
similar view showing the device in use.

The object of the present invention is to
produce a light, cheap, simple, and efficient
device, and one that shall securely hold the
trousers, the weight of the latter aiding and
assisting in the clamping action . of the de-
vice.

A indicates the main frame, comprising
two parts B and C, hinged together in such
manner as to clamp the trousers between
them, the whole frame being made of a sin-
gle piece of wire bent to proper form. The
rear part B consists of two horizontal bars o
@, connected at one end by an upright bar b,
and provided at their opposite ends each
with a coil ¢, which form a spring-connection
between the parts B and C. The partC com-
prises two parallel arms ¢ d, forming con-
tinuations of the coils and having their ends
connected to form an arm, as at e, the twisted

ends of the wire being preferably provided

with a knob f, as shown.

In ovder to give increased strength and
stiffness to the part B, the arms a ¢ will ad-
visably De conmnected by a link or bar g,
(shown in Fig. 1,) which encircles the bars
close up to the coils ¢ e.

D indicates the bail or hanger, which is
provided with an eye & to receive a hook or
nail upon which to hang the device, the said
bail or hanger being pivotally connected or
hinged to the upper bar ¢ of frame B, so as
to turn thereon or relatively thereto. This
bail D has one of its ends extended forward
of the frames B C, so as to form an arm ¢ to
engage with the twisted ends e of part C, as
shown, when the bail is thrown up into the
position shown in Fig. 2, thereby holding the
said part C closely down upon the trousers
placed between B and C. When the trousers

are placed between the parts B and C and
the bail D turned up so as to bring its arm

% to bear upon the outer face of frame C, the s

weight of the trousers has a tendency to
straighten the parts and bring them in a di-
rect line with the point of suspension; and
as this straightening up of arm ¢ tends to
foree the part C firmly against the part B it
will be seen that the greater the weight the
greater will be the clamping action of the
parts B C.

The device A D will advisably be made of
steel wire, and may be plated, japanned, or
otherwise ornamented. So, too, the wire may
be bent into fanciful designs without in any
way departing from the spirit of my inven-
tion. ‘

The eye I may be omitted, if desired, its
use being dependent upon the form in which
the bail or hanger D is made.

The arm ¢ will preferably be made with a
bend or angle where it fits over and against the
arm e, 80 as to better retain the part C closed;
and it will be observed that when the bail or
hanger is thrown down to the position indi-
cated by dotted lines in Fig. 1 and the lock-
ing-arm thrown up to release the part C there
is nothing to obstruct or interfere with the
ready insertion of the trousers.

The arms d d of part Care curved or bowed
inward slightly, as shown in Fig. 1, so as to
bear throughout their length firmly against
the trousers, and not to bow outward away
therefrom, as is the ease with those commonly
used, when the parts are clamped together.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a trousers-stretcher, the combination
of a clamping-frame having two portions mov-
able one in relation to the other and a bail or
hanger pivotally attached to one of said por-

tions and bearing upon the other, whereby .

the parts are pressed and held together.

2. In a device for stretching trousers, the
combination, with a frame comprising two
parts hinged or pivoted together and adapted
to clamp and hold the trousers between them,
of a movable bail or hanger carried by one
of said parts and arranged to move into and
out of engagement with the other, substan-
tially as set forth,

3. In combination with a frame A, com-
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prising a rigid back part B and a part C, con-
nected with the part B by coils ¢ ¢, the bail
or hanger D, pivotally secured to the part B
and provided with an arm to engage the
part C. '

4. In trousers-stretchers, the combination,
with the clamping-frame A, made of a single
piece of wire and comprising a rear part B
and front part C, connected by coils ¢ ¢, of
means for holding the parts B C together.

5. In combination with part B, comprising
arms a ¢, upright b, and ¢oils ¢ ¢, the part C,
comprising arms d d and e, bail D, secured to
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upper arm ¢ and provided at one end with
an arm 7 to engage the arm e.

6. In a device for stretching trousers, the
combination, with the rear frame B, of the
front frame C, hinged or pivoted to the lat-
ter, and a bail or hanger D, pivoted to frame
B and having an arm to engage the frame C.

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand
in the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES F. DUHAMEL,

Witnesses:

‘WiLLiaM H. SHIPLEY,
HorACE A. DODGE.
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