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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE WASHINGTON LANCASTER, OF RICHMOND, VIRGINIA. *

TELEPHONE-CABINET,

1,025,813.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Grorer WaSHINGTON
Laxcaster, a citizen of the United States,
residing at Richmond, in the county of
Henrico and State of Virginia, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Telephone-Cabinets; and I dohere-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same.

This invention relates to improvements
in telephone cabinets, and has for an object
the arrangement of improved means for
permitting a person to use a telephone at
any desired place without having the con-
versation overhead.

A further object of the invention is the
arrangement of an improved cabinet de-
signed to receive the head of a person and
have the door thereof closed, which will au-
tomatically raise the telephone hook for
connecting the telephone with the central
station, the receiver and the transmitter be-
ing arranged to be positioned properly for
coming opposite the ear and mouth respec-
tively of the person using the device without
any change or movement by the operator.

Another object of the invention is the ar-
rangement of a telephone cabinet designed
to receive an ordinary receiver and trans-
mitter, the cabinet being formed with mov-
ing structures which will normally hold the
receiver hook lowered while the door of the
cabinet is open, and at the same time hold
the receiver at a convenient point opposite
the ear of the person using the cabinet, so
that when the door of the cabinet is shut
the operating parts of the cabinet will move
away from the receiver hook for permitting
the hook to rise and connect the transmitter
with the central station.

With these and other objects in view the
invention comprises certain novel construc-
tions, combinations, and arrangement of
parts as will be hereinafter more fully de-
scribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1
is a side view of an embodiment of the in-
vention with the dotted position thereof
shown for illustrating the use of the same
with a desk. Fig. 2 is a section through
Fig. 5 on line X—X, the same being shown
on a reduced scale. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed March 3, 1911.

Patented May 7, 1912,
Serial No. 612,114,

vertical central section through a cabinet
embodying certain features of the inven-
tion. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the
principal operating parts, the same being
shown removed from the housing. TFig. 5
is a section through Fig. 1 approximately
on line 5—5. Fig. 6 is a section through
Fig. 8 approximately on line 6—6 looking
in the direction of the arrow. Fig. 7 is an
enlarged detail perspective view of the cam
member. Fig. 8 is a fragmentary sectional
view through Fig. 8 on line 8—S8.

In constructing a telephone cabinet em-
bodying the invention a housing is pro-
vided made from any desired material, pref-
erably some good quality of wood, and is
also preferably formed with a window on
each side, together with a little shelf on the
enterior for receiving a note tablet. The
cabinet is also formed preferably with a
pair of sliding doors which normally remain
open, but which are closed by the pulling of
a cord or other desired means when the cabi-
net is in use. - It will, of course, be evident
that a single door could be used if desired.
Arranged in the housing of the cabinet are
means for supporting an ordinary telephone
receiver and transmitter with the receiver
held constantly off the hook, the hook being
held normally down by a pivotally mounted
member. A releasing lever structure is pro-
vided for raising the lever or bar which
normally holds the telephone hook down,
the same being operated by a cam structure
on one of the doors of the housing when the
doors are closed, so that the telephone will
be automatically connected with the central
station when the doors are closed. If it is
desired to leave the doors open and yet use
the telephone the releasing lever may be op-
erated manually and a hook moved there-
over for holding the same against a reverse
movement. Also a manually operated re-
ciprocating rod is provided connected with
a bell crank lever for raising the lever or
member which normally holds the telephone
hook down so that three methods or ways
are provided for use of the cabinet, two of
which necessitate the manual operating of
the device, and one of which operates auto-
matically. By manually operating the de-
vice in either of the manners set forth the
device may be used either with the person’s
head placed in the housing of the cabinet,
or may be used in the usual manner on the
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outside of the housing, the receiver being
taken off its support and placed to the ear,
and the transmitter left in the housing or
removed as desired.

In order that the invention may be more
clearly understocd an embodiment of the
same 1s shown in the accompanying draw-
ings in which—

1 indicates an ordinary desk, 2 the cabi-
net structure, and 3 the supporting struc-
ture for the cabinet. In Fig. 1 will be dis-

" closed an arrangement of a cabinet and ifs
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support in association with the desk, and
disclosing in dotted lines how the cabinet
may be moved over to any desired point
near the desk. It will also be evident that
the cabinet may be used when a person is
standing, and may be accommodated to per-
sons of varying heights by moving the cabi-
net forward and backward until the de-
sired height is reached.

Cabinet 2 is formed of a housing 4 hav-
ing windows 5 on each side so as to give a
free view of the surroundings. A tablet shelf
6 is connected with the exterior of the hous-
ing 4 near one of the windows 5 for permit-
ting notes to be taken down for use in any
desired way. The housing 4 is provided
with a pair of doors 7 and 8 which are slid-
ingly mounted in ways 9 and 10. A cord 11
is connected with the doors and passed over
suitable pulleys for closing the dooers when
the cord is pulled. TIf desired a knob 12
may be provided for the cord and the cord
hooked over a fastening member 13 for
holding the door closed when it is desired
te use the hand operating cord. If only a
single door is used of course the cord 11 will
be slightly differently arranged for operating
the same. The cord 11 is designed to close
the doors while springs 14 and 15 open the
doers and normally hold the same open.
Connected with door 7 is a sliding cam 16

. which is held in place on the door by suit-
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able screw members 17 and 18 which pref-
erably are screwed directly into the door
and are arranged to hold the cam 16 in
proper position for engaging the end of re-
leasing lever 19. Cam 16 is preferably
stamped cut from sheet metal, and pro-
vided with cam surface 20 and slots 21 and
992 in which screws 17 and 18 operate. It
will be understood, of course, that screws 17
and 18 are stationary in respect to the door,
and the cam member 16 is permitted a free
sliding movement for practically the full
distance of the slots 21 and 22. A plate 23
is rigidly secured to door 7 for forming a
good bearing surface for the cam 16. Cam
16 is formed with a depending hook mem-
ber 24 which will engage the lever 19 and
limit any further movement of the door 7
it cam 16 has been moved to its extreme po-
sition, but if not moved to its extreme posi-

' tlon the door will be permitted a continued
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movement until it reaches its extreme posi-
ticn which will cause the cam to press down
cn lever 19 for lowering the outer end of
lever 19 and raising the inner end thereof
which carries lug 25. Connected with door
7 is also a stop or pin 32 which is designed
to strike against the hook member 33 -and
move the same until disengaged from le-
ver 19. The hook member 33 is designed to
be manually placed over the end of lever 19
after the same has been depressed in order
to hold lug 25 in a raised position, and con-
sequently to hold the inverted substantially
U-shaped member 34 raised. This, of course,
will allow the telephone hook to remain in
a raised position and the line connected
with the central station. The hook 33 may,
of course, be disengaged manually at any
time from lever 19, but is automatically dis-
engaged therefrom whenever door 7 is shut
as pin 32 will strike against the hook mem-
ber and will move the same.

If desired a single door may be used for
housing 2, but preferably there are arranged
doors T and 8§ (Fig. 5) which are preferably
held in place by having grooves 35 formed
therein into which beads 36 fit. Beads 86
project from suitable cross members con-
nected with the top of housing 2. In order
to positively close the doors 7 and 8 cords
37 and 38 are connected to the facing edges
of the doors 7 and 8 and extend over a
central pulley the position of which is indi-
cated at 39, Fig. 5. From pulley 39 the
cords merge into a single cord 11 and ex-
tend along over door 8, and from thence
over pulley 41. The cord 11 preferably has

also connected therewith a hand hold or,

knob 12 which is designed to engage catch
13 when the cord 11 is placed over the catch
theugh any other desired means may be
provided for holding the cord, or the cord
may be held by the hand of the operator.
However, the cord must be held positively
because as soon as the same is released
springs 14 and 15 will immediately return
the doors to their normal open position, as
shown in Fig. 5. Of course, if desired the
doors could be normally held closed by the
springs, and the cord used to open the same
temporarily, while the operator is placing
his head in the device, after which the tele-
phone could be connected by the operation
of rod 45. Rod 45 (Figs. 5 and 8) extends
through notch 46 in the side of housing 2,
and is designed to engage said side in notch
47. Red 45 is pivotally mounted at 48 to a
bell crank lever 49 which in turn is pivotally
mounted at 50 to guiding bracket 51. Bell
crank lever 49 is designed to engage the piv-
otally mounted arm 52 for raising the same
whenever rod 45 is forced inward. In op-
eration rod 45 is forced inward until notch
47 slips over the side of housing 4. This
will give a sufficient movement of bell crank
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lever 49 to raise arm 52 sufficiently for caus-
ing the inverted U-shaped member or hook
retaining bracket 34 to raise to an elevated
position for permitting the ordinary hook
of the telephone to raise and connect the
telephone with the central station. Arm 52
is pivotally mounted at 53 to a suitable sup-
port 54 connected with the top of the cabi-
net 2 and extends from bracket 54 through
a slot in guiding bracket 51 and is bent at
right angles for a short distance so as to
extend substantially horizontal, and then is
bent sc as to extend vertically. To the ver-
tical portion of arm 52 is secured a hook re-
ceiving bracket 34. Lever 19 is pivotally
mounted on bracket 55 and is bent upward
and has connected with its upper end Iug 25.
Opposite the end to which lug 25 is con-
nected the lever 19 passes through a guiding
member 56 and is made of sufficient length
so as to properly engage cam surface 20,
and also to engage sliding hook locking
member 33 whenever desired. Rigidly se-
cured to lever 52 is a bar 57 to which are
secured screw supporting brackets 58 and
59 on which rests the ordinary receiver of a
telephone. In order to prevent any acci-
dental displacement of the receiver from
brackets 58 and 59 spring clips 60 and 61
are provided which are formed so as to
snugly fit bar 57 and to resiliently fit around
the receiver. These brackets will prevent
any accidental displacement of the receiver,
but will readily permit the receiver to be
manually removed or replaced.

In forming housing 4 the bottom of the
same is made with an offset portion 62 for
receiving the telephone stand and causing
the mouth piece thereof to come opposite the
mouth of the operator when the ear of the
operator comes opposite the receiver placed
The bottom of hous-
ing 4 is also formed with a cut out neck
opening 63 which is preferably padded with
some kind of fabric 64 and 1s also prefer-
ably arranged about centrally of the hous-
ing 4, though, of course, this loeation is not
absolutely necessary. In order to properly
accommodate doors 7 and 8 when both are
used suitable ways or auxiliary housings 65
and 66 are provided and connected rigidly
with the housing 4 so as to thoroughly pro-
tect and cause a proper operation of the re-
spective doors. If only a single door is used
the opening 63 is preferably moved to near
one side of the housing 4, and the arm 52

- and lever 19 and associated parts are corre-
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spondingly moved over so as to.permit the
single door to operate without the addition
of both members 65 and 66.

In order that the cabinet 2 may be prop-
erly supported a supporting structure 8 is
provided upon which the cabinet is pivot-
ally mounted. This supporting structure is

formed with a supporting arm 67 and guid- -

¢

ing rod 68, which arm and rod are held in
place by any suitable means, the same not
forming any part of the present invention.

The supporting arm 67 and the rod or
arm 68 are arranged for properly support-
ing cabinet 2 in any desired position,
namely, in a perfectly vertical position, as
shown in full lines in Fig. 1, or in the dotted
positien shown in Fig. 1, or in any interme-
diate position. By this structure the tele-
phone may be readily used by a person sit-
ting at desk 1 without moving from his
place, or may be used by a person standing
up. Also it will be evident that by moving
the cabinet toward or from the operator the
height of the cabinet may be varied for ac-
commodating persons of varying heights,
and also by the arrangement of the pivotal
mounting of the cabinet the same may be
caused to point in any direction, and may be
moved in any desired direction without in
any way affecting the efficiency or proper
operation of the deviceé. '

What I claim is:

1. In a telephone cabinet, a housing
formed with a neck opening, a door for clos-
ing the housing at one side of the neck open-
ing, means for normally holding the hook
of a telephone in its lowered position, and
cam means carried by said door for operat-
ing said first mentioned means for raising
the same off the hook of the telephone when
the door is closed.

2. In a telephone cabinet, a housing
formed with a neck opening, a door for clos-
ing the housing at one side of the neck open-
ing, supporting means for holding a tele-
phone instrument in said housing, a bar piv-
otally mounted at one end and at the other
end pressing downward on the telephone
hook of said telephone instrument for nor-
mally holding the instrument disconnected,
a pivotally mounted bar engaging said first
mentioned bar and adapted to raise said first
mentioned bar when one end is depressed,
and means automatically actuated by said
door for depressing said last mentioned bar
when said door is closed.

3. In a telephone cabinet, a housing de-
signed to receive a telephone instrument
comprising a receiver and a transmitter, a
pivotally mounted arm for supporting said
receiver and arranged so that one end will

‘rest on the hook of said telephone transmit-

ter, a bar contacting with said arm for mov-
ing the same off of said hook, a door for said
housing, and means associated with said
door for automatically operating said lever
when said door is closed for causing the le-
ver to raise said arm off of said hook.

4. In a telephone cabinet, a housing adapt-
ed to receive a telephone instrument, a piv-
otally mounted arm arranged with one end in
engagement with the hook of the telephone
instrument for normally holding the hook
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in a lowered position, a pivotally mounted
bar in engagement with said arm for raising
the arm off of said hook, a door for said
housing, and means associated with said
door and operated thereby for automaticaily
moving said lever when said door is closed.

5. In a telephone cabinet, a housing for
receiving a telephone instrument, an arm
pivotally connected at one end with said
housing and at the other end locsely resting
on the hook of said telephone instrument,
means supported by said arm for holding
the receiver of sald telephone instrument
whereby the weight of said receiver and said
arm will normally hold said hook in its
lowered position, a pivotally mounted lever
contacting at one end with said arm for rais-
ing the same when the lever is moved, and
means for moving said lever.

6. In a telephone cabinet, a housing adapt-
ed to accommodate a telephone instrument,
a bar pivotally supported at one end ar-
ranged so that the end opposite said pivolal
support will vest against the hook of said
telephone instrument for normally holding
the same depressed, a bifurcated member for

‘guiding said arm in its movement, a bar for

Lifting said arm from off said telephone
hook, said bar being pivoted intermediate
its length and arranged to raise said arm
uponi the downward pivotal movement of
one end thereof, a reciprocating cam ar-
ranged to engage and depress one end of
said pivotally mounted lever, means for
guiding said cam in its movement, and
means including a door for said housing for
actuating said cam.

7. In a telephone cabinet, a housing
adapted to receive a telephone instrument,
said housing being formed with a neck open-
ing, a plurality of doors arranged to close
sald neck opening, means for manually
closing said doors, means for automatically
opening said doors, an arm resting on the
hook of said telephone instrument, a piv-
otally mounted member arranged to raise
said arm off of said telephone instrument
when moved in one direction, and means
associated with one of said doors for mov-
ing said pivotally mounted member for
raising said arm off of said telephone hook.

8. In a telephone cabinet, a housing
adapted to receive a telepheone instrument,
said housing being formed with a neck open-
ing, a door for closing said neck opening.
manually operated means for closing said
door, a spring for automatically opening
said door when said manually operated
means has been released, a cam connected
with said door, an arm arranged to have one
end rest on the hook of said telephone instru-
ment for normally holding said hook in its
lowered position, and means operable by
said cam when the door is being closed for
raising said arm off said telephone hook.

1,025,813

9. In a telephone cabinet, a housing ar-
ranged to receive a telephone instrument,
said housing being formed with a neck
opening, a sliding door arranged to close
said neck opening, a sliding cam arranged
on said door, an arm resting on the hook
of the telephone instrument mounted in said
housing, and means operable by said sliding
cam for raising said arm off said telephone
hook when said door is closed.

10. In a telephone cabinet, a housing
formed with a neck opening and adapted to
receive a telephone instrument, a door for
closing said mneck opening, a pivotally
mounted arm arranged so that one end will
normally rest on the hook of said telephone
instrument for holding said hook in its
lowered position, means mounted on said
arm for supporting the receiver of said tele-
phone instrument, a pivotally mounted bar
adapted to raise said arm off of said tele-
phone hook when the bar is actuated, and a
cam connected with said door for actuating
said bar.

11. In a telephone cabinet, a housing
formed with a neck opening, said housing
being adapted to contamn a telephone instru-
ment, a pivotally mounted arm arranged so
that one end will rest on the hook of said
telephone instrument, a pivotally mounted
bar arranged to engage said arm and raise
the arm off of said hook when the bar is ac-
tuated, a cam for actuating said bar, a door
for closing said neck opening and at the same
time actuating said cam, means for operat-
ing said door, and a sliding locking hook de-
signed to engage said pivotally mounted bar
for causing the same to hold said pivotally
mounted arm off of said hook after said
door has been moved to an open position.

12. In a telephone cabinet, a housing
formed with a neck opening, said housing
being adapted to contain a telephone in-
strument, a pivotally mounted bar arranged
so that one end will rest on the hook of said
telephone instrument for normally holding
said hook in its lowered position, a pivotally
mounted bar adapted to raise said pivotally
mounted arm off said hook when the bar is
actuated, means for actuating said bar, a
hook for locking said bar against movement
after having been actuated for continuously
holding said pivotally mounted arm off of
said hook, a door adapted to close said neck
opening, means for moving said door to a
position for closing said neck opening, and
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a pin projecting from said door arranged to

strike said locking hook for moving the
same off of said lever, and a cam member ar-
ranged on said door for preventing a reverse
movement of said bar until said door has
been opened.

13. In a telephone cabinet, a housing
formed with a neck opening, said housing
being designed to accommodate a telephone
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instrument, a pivotally mounted arm ar-
ranged so that one end will rest on the hook
of said telephone instrument for holding
the same in a lowered position, a bell crank
lever arranged so that one end will engage
sald arm, and a reciprocating bar for actu-
ating said lever for ralsing said lever off of
said telephone hook.

14. In a telephone cabinet, a housing
adapted to accommodate a telephone instru.
ment, said housing being formed with a neck
opening and a domvvay, a sliding door for
closing said doorway, means for moving said
door to an open position, means for moving
said door to a closed position, a plvotally

S

mounted arm arranged with one end resting
on the hook of said telephone mstrument
means for supporting and clamping a re-
ceiver to said telephone instrument on said
arm, a pivotal bar for lifting said arm off
said telehpone hook, and a cam connected
with said door for actuating said arm when-
ever said door is closed.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE WASHINGTON LA‘ICASI‘DR

Witnesses:
J. W. C. Haean,
M. J. Fovrrow.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents.
Washington, D. ¢.”

20



