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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY D. STREATOR, a
citizen of the United States, residing at the
village of Galesburg, in the county of Kala-
mazoo and State of Michigan, have invented
a certain new and useful Preserving-Case, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
cases for storing bread, eake, tobacco or any
other article that requires moisture to prop-
erly preserve it.

The objects of my invention are to provide
& case in which the relative amount of vapor
in the air inside may be controlled so that
articles of food or other articles requiring
moisture can be prevented from drying; and
to maintain sufficient circulation to prevent
mold. T accomplish these results by the de-
vices shown in the accompanying drawings,
in which—. '

Figure 1,is a view in perspective of a case
embodying my invention. Fig. 2,isasectional

view on line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3,isa detail

of the second bottom
the slide. :

Similar letters of reference referto similar
parts thronghout the several views.

The case A, may be made in any suitable
form but preferably in the form here shown.
The bottom of the case is so constructed as to
hold water. When in use the tank so formed
is filled with water. Just above the water
line, openings B are made which may be cov-
ered with fine wire sereen. ~Above the open-
ing B a bottom D islocated. The outer edge
of the bottom D fits air tight on any suitable
supports. I prefernot tosecure it to the case
as a matter of convenience in repairing or
The bottom D is made
with transverse openings and a slide N is
adapted to open or close these opernings. The
slide is operated by a-lever P, which is pivoted
at r and is operated by the arm j controlled
by hand wheel E. In the upper part of the
case are openings C which may be opened or
closed bytheslidese,e, orothersuitable means.

Articles of food or other materials placed
in my case are preserved in the moist condi-
tion by moving the slide N so that the air is
allowed to pass through the bottom D. Vapor

and means of operating

from the water in the tank, and air entering
at B pass up through the bottom D and pass
out at the openings C in the top of the case,
thus circulating gently over any thing placed
in the case. The vapor keeps the air inside
of the case moist and the circulation prevents
the development of mold or other fungi. Any
convenient hygrometer inside will indicate
the degree of moisture and by moving the
slide N, the size of the openings can be ad-
justed so the amount of vapor can be con-
trolled. When it is desired to make a dry
case the opening in the bottom D ean be closed
and the slides e, e, moved over openings C.
When the openingsin the bottom I are closed
air can pass freely under and out through
the openings B, B, and so prevent the water
becoming stagnant. The means.of opening
and closing the bottom D is not material to
my invention. I have shown the most ap-
proved manner of doing it, 'The position.and
number of openings C is not material to my
invention so long as the openings are above
the articles placed inside to be preserved.
And the size and number of openings B is
not material so long as they permit a circu-
lation over the waterin the tank. The water
tank in the bottom of the case is not abso-
lutely necessary but some equivalent may be
employed as saturated sponges or felt or any
other absorbing substance may be used to
retain the water that will permit it to evapo-
rate. The tank of water is far preferable to
any of these saturated substances except
where it is necessary to transport the cases,
when of course the absorbent substance will
prevent a slopping of the water.

The chief object of my invention is to se-
cure a current of moist air over the articles to
be preserved.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a case with a water tank below and
ventilating openings above, the bottom D
with openings there through in combination
with slide N, operated by lever P, pivoted at
7 and the arm j operated by hand wheel E to
control the size of the openings, substantially
as described, ' :
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2. A case with a water tank at the bottom,
openings in the sides of the case near the wa-
ter line of the tank, openings in the upper part
of the case, and a partition with adjustable
openings between for the purpose specified.

3. A casewith a tank formed at the bottom,
a removable horizontal partition above, clos-
able openingsin the partition, openingsin the

case below the partition to permita eircula-.

tion of air over the tank,and openings above
the partition to permit the escape of air to
cause a circulation in the case, for the-pur-
pose specified.

4. ‘A case for preserving articles of the class

518,286

described, composed of a chamberabove with
ventllator openings-in the top and closable
openings in the bottom and suitable means
of retaining water in the case below the bot-
tom of the upper chamber, and openings for
the passage of air below the floor of the up-
per chamber and over the water retaining de-
viee, for the purpose specified.

- In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and sealin the presence of two witnesses.

HENRY D. STREATOR. [L.s.]

CORA WESTBROOK,
A. D. CHAPPELL.
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