Aug. 14, 1923. 1,465,099

H K STOLBERG
SAFETY DEVICE FOR CHECKS
Filed Dec. 17, 23917

E«;ﬂ

——

i)AY TO THE ORDEROF___ (JoAns  oe M #5755 .

‘Sax Francisco, mL.Mlgﬂé_ No., /2/#

Bravk-Brank TrusT COMPANY

Four Hanoliect fmu;%m %OW“‘DO)LLAIRS

[NOICATORTO 1 [2IQIF 54—

TZEieE] [y B : ’ ; ] Dare Boe.

BE]E.‘ [617181ejo] {6]7}8]9 10}

a

AN

[INDICATOR [T [2 [3 ]2 [5§—A

il2

3l415) [1]2]3]4[50 [1

6|7

8[9/0] (678 [2]0] |8

')
o
~3
=00 es
©
[=)

oIS [coj

eo{cp|=oa|en

2
7

B G
¢ —{CENTS{HZ]

INDIGTOROT T T T 1A g 4

i
4
I

|
! IR |

[o
6 |CENTS©

@

inveNTor HLK . STOLBERG

P (7 Hond

ATTORNEY



&

Patented Aug. 14, 1923.

UNITED STATES

1,465,059

PATENT OFFICE,

'HERMAN K. STOLBERG, OF ELMHURST, CALIFORNIA.

. ‘SAFETY DEVICE FOR CHECKS.

: Application filed December 17, 1917. Serial No. 207,418,

To all whom it may concern’: S

Be it known that I, Hermax K. Storezre,
a:citizen of the . United States, residing at
Elmhurst, Alameda County, State of Cali-
fornia, have invented: certain new and use-
ful Improvements in -Safety Devices for
Checks, whereof the following is a specifica-

" tion.

10

Thisvinventiohr fy’e’lateS to.safety devices
for checks, drafts, bills of exchange, and
other evidences of indebtedness, which are

~susceptible :of :being fraudulently: “raised.”

It 1s the object of my invention to prevent
such fraudulent raising. - - PR

- In carrying out the invention I print uipon
the blank for the check etc., a series of sec-
tions, which I shall hereinafter denominate

© “rectangles,” each of which contains a’series

20

of subdivisions, ‘which:' I ghall - hereinafter
denominate squares,: .. S

The first rectangle is an indicator section
and may. contain that word for convenience.

. The other rectangles are related to the digits

2

=

which determine the amount for which the
instrument is drawn. . For-example, the in-
dicator. rectangle ‘may: contain any desired

- number of squares: which will respectively
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5 cents when'so desired.

and successively contain the digits 0,1, 2, 3,
4, 5, etc. ~'The other rectangles must in num-
ber equal the highest figure in'the indicator
rectangle, and be used to denote the amount
of dollars for which the instrument is drawn,
as hereinafter explained.. There may -also
be.a rectangle G -to indicate the amount of

I contemplate, also, giving each rectangle
a distinctive character so that it will be im-
possible to cut out a square:from: one ree-
tangle and place it in another. Such dis-
tinctive character may take the form of a
different stippling in the various rectangles,
or different color or shape, or the rectangles
may be separately numbered in such a way
that in cutting out any square a-portion
of the characteristic number must also be
taken. .

In the accompanying one sheet of drawing

I have illustrated my invention so that it

may be fully understood.

Figure 1 shows a check containing the in-
vention in its simplest form, there being one
indicator rectangle and five dollar rectan-
gles.

Figure 2 shows the relative arrangement
of the rectangles, apart from the rest of the
check, the dollar rectangles being consecu-

tively numbered, but the squares left blank,
and the stippling of the numbers being va-
ried. The figure is made on a larger scale
than Figure 1. '

Figure 3, also on a larger scale, shows the

rectangles in the same arrangement, with
each square numbered; and an added rectan-
gle with 20 squares for cents.
- Figure 4, also on a larger scale; shows the
same arrangement of rectangles, with the
added cents rectangle, the squares being all
blank. , '

In these several figures: A represents the
indicator section, or rectangle and contains

the word = “indicator,” togsther with six

squares, the first square being for 0, and the
others for the digits'1, 2, 8, 4, 5. As the or-
dinary check usually hasless than five places

of dollars, five digits will in most cases, be

sufficient in the indicator, and I have accord-

ingly carried it no further.

- Below the indicator section ‘are sections
B, C, D, E; F. These sections are intended
for dollars only, as the amount of cénts in a
check is usually not important and not likely
to be tampered with. Section B is for the
first digit of dollars; section C for the sec-
ond, and so on. ~The check shown in Figure

1 is drawn for four hundred and ninety-five

dollars. Hence there are three digits in the

amount; to-wit: 4, 9 and 5. ‘Accordingly the
indicator section has the figure 3 obliterated.

As the first digit of the dollars is 4, the first
dollar section, B, has the digit 4 obliterated,
and, similarly, section C has the digit 9, and
section D the digit-5, obliterated. Tt will,
now be impossible to change the amount. 6f
this check ‘except by cutting out and trans-
posing- squares.from oneé section t6 another.
To prevent this I propose to give each sec-
tion a characteristic appearance, so that any
such transposition will be immediately ap-
parent. One means of giving this character-
istic appearance is shown in Figure 2. In
Figure 2 each of the dollars sections is num-
bered, to correspond with the place of dol-
lars which it represents, section B being
numbered 1; section C, 2; and so on. As a
further precaution these figures are stippled,
and the stippling is of different character in
the different figures. For greater clearness
in the illustration the numbers in the squares
are omitted in Figure 2. In fact the num-
bers in the squares may be omitted alto-
gether if desired, and the digits determined
by the count of the squares, but I prefer to
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employ the numbers. The dollar sections,
of course, each contain ten squares, num-

hered from 1 to 9 and 0, and for greater
compactness I arrange the squares in two
rows, one above the other. Where a cents

section is used, it would contain twenty
squares in two rows, oile row for each place
of cents, as shown in Figures 8 and 4. In
Figure 8 the amount indicated is $0.03 and
in Figure 4 the amount is $0.25, as shown by
the obhliterated squares. ,

The words rectangle and square as here-
inbefore used are designatory merely and
not specific. as the shape of the part so de-
signed.

Having thus described my invention, and
an embodiment of it, in the full, clear and
exact terms required by law, and knowing
that it comprises novel, useful and valuable
improvements in the art to which it per-
tains, I here state that I do not wish to
be lmited to the precise construction and
arrangement of the several parts, as herein
set forth, as the same may be variously
modified by a skilled mechanic without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention.

What I claim and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is the
following, to-wib:—

1.- An mstrument of the character de-
scribed having an indicator rectangle and
a series of independently arranged auxiliary
rectangles apart from each other, said last
named rectangles being consecutively num-
bered 1, 2, 8,4, 5, and each number having
a different characteristic appearance from

the other whereby the substitution of a part

of -one rectangle from another will be im-
mediately apparent.

2. An instrument of -the character de-
seribed, comprising a series of dollars and
cents rectangles each divided into rows con-
taining nwmbered spaces, an indicator rec-
tangle containing a series of spaces num-
bered 1, 2,3, 4, 5, adapted to have one of
those spaces obliterated to correspond with
the number of spaces obliterated in the se-
ries of dollars and cents rectangles and a
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zero in said indicator rectangle adapted to
co-act at one time with said dollars and
cents rectangles or either one of then in-
dependently. ,

3. An instrument of the character de-

scribed, having an indicator rectangle, and
a series of auxiliary rectangles each con-
taining 10 divisions, each of said divisions
presenting a different characteristic appear-
ance from the other, -
4. An instrument of the .character de-
scribed, having an indicator rectangle di-
vided into subdivisions, and a series of aux-
iliary rectangles corresponding in number
to the .digital highest number of the indi-
cator rectangle, each of said auxiliary rec-
tangles divided into ten subdivisions, and
each presenting a different characteristic
appearance from the other.

5. An instrument of the character .de-
scribed, having an indicator rectangle di-
vided into subdivisions, and a series of aux-
iliary rectangles corresponding in number
to the subdivisions of the indicator rectan-
gle, each of said auxiliary rectangles di-
vided into ten subdivisions; the subdivisions
of said indicator rectangle numbered zero
and from one onward and the subdivisions
of the auxiliary rectangles numbered in each
rectangle from 1 to 9 and 0, and each pre-
senting a different characteristic appearance
from the other. ) ' ‘

6. An instrument of the character de-
scribed, having an ‘indicator rectangle; :amd
a series of auxiliary rectangles each contain-
ing 10 divisions, each of said auxiliary rec-
tangle being numbered “consecutively, pre-
senting thereby a . different -characteristic
appearance from the others. ' :

In testimony, that T claim the foregoing
I have hereto set my hand in the presence
of two witnesses, this 11th dayof Deec., 1917,

HERMAN K. STOLBERG.

Witnesses: : .
Orro H. Storsere
Frorexce L. WoLre.
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