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1. 
The present invention relates to clothes drying 

machines of the portable home laundry type and 
more particularly to improved clothes drying ma 
chines of the general character disclosed in the 
Copending application of Kenper M. Hannell 
and Clifford E. Erickson, Serial No. 75,606, filed 
February 10, 1949. 
The clothes drying machine disclosed in the 

Hammell and Erickson application mentioned is 
of the portable home laundry type and comprises 
a cabinet housing a casing, that, in turn, encloses 
a clothes receiving drum; the cabinet is provided 
with an upstanding front wall having an access 
opening formed therein; the casing is provided 
with an upstanding front Wall having an acceSS 
opening formed therein; and the drum is pro 
vided with an upstanding front Wall having an 
access opening formed therein. The front acceSS 
openings are arranged in substantial alignment 
and the cabinet front Wall carries a front door 
mounted for movements between Open and closed 
positions With respect to the front acceSS Opel 
ings. The drum is mounted for rotation about 
its longitudinal axis disposed in a Substantially 
horizontal position and Substantially normal to 
the cabinet front wall. The drum is also provided 
with a substantially cylindrical perforated Side 
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Wail; and the casing is also provided With a Sub 
stantially tubular side wall that cooperates with 
the drum side wall to define first and Second 
chambers therebetween respectively disposed ad 
jacent to the top of the drum and adjacent to 
the botton of the drum. An electric notor is 
provided for rotating the drun in order to tunable 
the contained clothes and for producing circula 
tion of a current of air from the first Chamber 
through the drum into contact With the COIntained 
clothes and thence into the Second chamber and 
back into the first chamber. An electric heating 
element is arranged in the first chamber in order 
to heat, the current of air passing therethrough; 
and a spray nozzle is arranged in the Second 
chamber in order to cool and to Scrub with a 
finely divided spray of cool water the current of 
air passing therethrough, A Sump is formed in 
the botton of the casing below the Second chaiar 
ber in order to accumulate the Water, as well as 
condensate and lint scrubbed from the current 
of air as it is passed through the second chamber. 
A drain opening is formed in the botton of the 
sump; and a pump is provided that communicates 
betweera the drain opening and the exterior, the 
pump being operated by the naotor for the pur 
pose of discharging to the exterior the water and 
the condensate and the lint accumulating in the 
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Sump. Further an inlet conduit is provided that 
is supplied with cool water under gauge pressure 
from the city water main; and a plumbing con 
nection is arranged between the inlet conduit and 
the spray nozzle, the plumbing connection in 
cluding a Solenoid controlled valve that is selec 
tively operative between closed and open positions 
in order selectively to govern the supply of the 
Cool water from the inlet conduit to the spray 
nozzle. 

Finally in this machine, a first sealing arrange 
ment is provided between the cabinet front wall 
and the casing front wall in surrounding relation 
with respect to the front access openings respec 
tively formed therein in view of the fact that it is 
necessary to seal the space between the cabinet 
front wall and the casing front wall against the 
entry thereinto of hot air from the drum; and a 
second sealing arrangement is provided between 
the cabinet front Wall and the front door in Sur 
rounding relation with respect to the front access 
opening formed in the cabinet front wall in view 
of the fact that it is necessary to Seal the front 
openings against the passage of hot air from the 
drun to the exterior. 
While the sealing arrangements noted above 

that are provided in this machine are quite satis 
factory, they are considerably more expensive to 
manufacture than are desirable in the interest of 
economy. 
Accordingly it is a general object of the present 

invention to provide in a clothes drying machine 
of the gharacter described, improved and sin 
plified sealing arrangements respectively between 
the Cabinet front wall and the Casing front Wall 
and between the cabinet front wall and the asso 
ciated front door. 

It is another object of the invention to pro 
vide in a clothes drying machine of the character 
described, an improved entry throat and gasket 
inember that is operatively associated with the 
front openings thereof, which member not only 
provides the two seals previously noted but also 
terminates in a rearwardly directed and out 
Wardly flared lip projecting into the front opening 
formed in the drum front wall to provide a smooth 
throat from the exterior into the interior of the 
drum through the front openings noted. 

Further features of the invention pertain to 
the particular arrangement of the elements of 
the throat and gasket member and of the clothes 
drying machine, whereby the above-outlined and 
additional operating features thereof are attained. 
The invention, both as to its organization and 

method of operation, together with further ob. 
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jects and advantages thereof, will best be under 
stood by reference to the following specification 
take in Connection with the accompanying 
drawings, in which Figure is a front perspective 
view of a clothes drying inachine of the portable 
hone laundry type incorporating an entry throat 
and gasket arrangement embodying the present 
invention; Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view, 
partly broken away, of the machine, taken in 
the direction of the arrows along the Offset line 
2-2 in Fig. 1: Fig. 3 is a rear elevational view, 
partly broken away, of the machine; and Fig. 4 
is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view of the 
front portion of the machine, taken in the direc 
tion of the arrows along the line 4-4 in Fig. 1, 
and illustrating the construction of the entry 
throat and gasket member. 

Referring now to Figs, 1 to 3, inclusive, of the 
drawings, the clothes drying machine there 
illustrated is of the portable hone laundry type 
and is of the general character of that disclosed 
in the previously-mentioned Hammell and Erick 
Son application, and incorporated an entry throat 
and gasket arrangement embodying the features 
of the present invention. Specifically the na 
chine () is of the improved construction and ar 
rangement of that disclosed and claimed in 
the copending application of Clifford E. Erickson 
and Glenn D. Graham, Serial No. 209,657, filed 
February 6, 1951, and comprises a substantially 
rectangular base carrying an upstanding de 
tachable cabinet 2; the cabinet 2 includes 8, 
front Wall 3, and a pair of opposed side Walls 
A and 5 defining both a rear opening and a 

top opening. The rear opening provided in the 
cabinet 2 is closed by a removable rear wall 6; 
and the top opening provided in the cabinet 2 
is closed by a renovable top Wall i. The front 
wall 3 is provided with a rearwardly directed 
rim or boundary flange 3 having side portions 6 
disposed substantially flush. With the side Walls 4 
and 5, and a bottom portion disposed forwardly 
of the front of the base f l and cooperating 
thereWith to define an upstanding toe-receiving 
receSS 9 arranged at the lower front of the cab 
inet 2. Also the central portion of the front wall 
3 has a Substantially rectangular depression 

2 formed therein that is surrounded by a rear 
wardly directed boundary throat 2. Preferably 
the front wall 3 is formed of one-piece die 
pressed construction and carries a substantially 
rectangular fabricated front door 22 suitably 
hinged thereto and arranged within the bound 
alry throat 2 and movable between open and 
closed positions with respect to the depression 29, 
the front door 22 carrying a suitable handle and 
latch rechanism. 23. 
The top wall includes a substantially hori 

Zontally disposed work surface 24 provided with 
a downwardly turned rim or boundary flange 
25 that includes front and side portions disposed 
Substantially flush with the upper portions of 
the respective front wall i3 and side walls 4 and 
5. Also the rear portion of the top wall 7 ter 

Iihinates in a laterally extending and upwardly 
directed backsplash 26 that projects rearwardly 
of the rear Wall 6 to define an upstanding space 
2 disposed both below the backsplash 26 and 
behind the rear wall 6 and employed for a pur 
pose mole fully explained hereinafter. The side 
portions of the rim 25 of the top wall 7 merge 
into the ends of the backsplash 26 to form a 
Smooth continuous construction. Preferably the 
hollow top wall 7 is formed of one-piece die 
pressed construction. A timer switch, not shown, 
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ing drive shaft 43. 

4. 
is housed within the hollow backsplash 26 ad 
jacent to the right-hand end thereof and pro 
Vided with an operating shaft extending through 
an opening formed therein and carrying a man 
ual control dial. 28 that is readily accessible from 
the exterior; and a thermostatic Switch 29 is 
housed within the hollow backsplash 26 adjacent 
to the left-hand end thereof and provided with 
an operating shaft extending through an Open 
ing formed therein and carrying a nanual Con 
trol dial 3 that is readily accessible from the 
exterior. Finally the central portion of the 
backSplash 26 carries a combination ornamental 
trim and larap hood 3 that is adapted to be 
illuminated by an electric lamp, not shown. 
housed in the backsplash 26 for the purpose of 
indicating operation of the machine 9, and of 
providing some illurihination of the work Surface 
26 of the top Wall . 
An upstanding substantially tubular casing 32 

is housed in the front portion of the cabinet 2 
and provided with front and rear walls 33 and 36 
and a tubular Side wall 35, the casing 32 being 
Supported upon the base by an arrangement 
including two upstanding and laterally spaced 
apart pillars 36 and 3. A substantially cylin 
drical drum 33 is enclosed by the casing 32 and 
provided With front and rear Walls 39 and it) and 
a perforated side wall 4 . The drum 38 is mount. 
ed for rotation in the casing 32 about its longi 
tudinal axis disposed in a substantially horizon 
tal, position Substantially normal to the casing 
front Wall 33 by an arrangement including a 
Spider 32 Secured to the rear surface of the drun 
rear Wall 48 and carrying a rearwardly project 

The drive shaft 3 is dis 
posed along the longitudinal center line of the 
drum 38 and projects through an opening pro 
vided in the casing rear wall 34 into an upstand 
ing Space 44 defined between the casing rear Wall 
34 and the cabinet rear wall 6. The drive shaft, 
43 is Supported for rotation in bearing structure 
carried by a bolster 45, that is, in turn, carried by 
the casing rear wall 34 and arranged in the up 
standing space 44. 
The upper portion of the tubular side wall 35 

of the casing 32 cooperates with the associated 
cylindrical side wall of the drum 33 to define a 
longitudinally extending first or heating cham 
ber 43 therebetween disposed adjacent to the 
top of the drum 38, in which there are arranged 
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a pair of elongated electric heating elements f", 
preferably of the sheathed resistance conductor 
type, the heating elements 37 being directly sup 
ported by the rear wall 34 of the casing 32. Ar 
ranged between the heating elements 4 and the 
adjacent portion of the tubular side wall 35 of 
the casing 32 is a longitudinally extending and 
Substantially arcuate-shaped reflector 48 that is 
provided for the purpose of reflecting radiant 
heat toward the perforated cylindrical side wall 
4 of the drum 38. The lower portion of the tubu 
lar side Wall 35 of the casing 32 cooperates with 
the aSSociated cylindrical side wall 4 of the 
drum 38 to define a longitudinally extending sec 
Ond or condensing chamber 49 therebetween dis 
posed adjacent to the bottom of the drum 38. 
Also the lower portion of the tubular side wall 
35 of the casing 32 comprises a downwardly ex 
tending or dished wall defining a sump 5 in the 
botton thereof, the Sump 59 being disposed be 
low the condensing chamber 49 and constitutes 
the bottom thereof. The top of the condensing 
chamber 9 is defined by a longitudinally ex 
tending and generally arcuate-shaped afile 5 
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that is arranged just below the bottom of the 
cylindrical side wall 4 of the drut 38. AS 
best show in Fig. 3 and as Viewed from the reaf 
of the cabinet. 2, the lower right-hand side of the 
tubular side wall 35 of the casing 32 extends 
downwardly and away fron the adjacent portion 
of the cylindrica Side, Wahl 4 of the drin 38 in 
order to provide a Scroll-shaped section that co 
operates with the adjacent portion of the cylin 
drical side Wall 4 of the dirtune 38 to define a 
compression chamber 52 therebetween that opens 
into the adjacent end of the condensing chamber 
49 below the baffle: 5; and the lower left-hand 
side of the tubular side. Wall 35 of the casing 32 
extends tapwardly and to Ward the adjacent 
portion of the cylindrical side Wall 4t of the drum 
33 in order to provide therebetween an arcuate 
shaped passage 53 communicating between the 
adjacent Open end of the condensing chamber 49 
and the adjacent open end of the heating cham 
ber 46. The drum 33 is rotated in the clockwise 
direction, as viewed from the rear of the machine 
9 in Fig. 3, whereby the clothes contained 

therein are tumbled and a circulation of a cur 
rent of air is produced from the heating cham 
ber 46 into the drum 38 through the perforated 
cylindrical side wall 4 thereof and into con 
tact with the contained clothes. The air cur 
rent is then circulated from the drum 38 through 
the perforated cylindrical side-wall 4 thereof 
into the compression chamber 52, wherein the air 
is compressed and forced into the adjacent end 
of the condensing chamber 49. The air passes 
through the condensing chamber 49 between the 
Snp 5 and the baffle 5 and thence Out of the 
other end thereof and through the passage 53 
and again into the heating chamber 46. This 
forced circulation of the current of air is pro 
duced solely by the rotation of the drum 38 in 
the clockwise direction, as viewed in Fig. 3, at 
a speed of approximately 50 R. P. M., together 
with the tumbling of the clothes contained in the 
drum 38, all without the usual external blower 
or fan. 
Also the achine comprises an electric drive 

motor 53 pivotally mounted upon the pillar 3, 
and a drive arrangement including a floating 
stub shaft 55, a series of pulleys 56, 57, 58 and 
59 and two flexible belts 60 and 6. So as - to pro 
wide a Speed reduction arrangement between the 
shaft of the motor 54 and the drive shaft (3, the 
pulleys 56, etc., and the beit 60, etc., being ar 
ranged in the Spaee 44. Further the machine O 
comprises a cooling water supply system includ 
ing an inlet conduit 62 that is adapted to be sup 
pied With cool Water under gauge pressure, the 
rear end of the inlet conduit 62 being provided 
with a threaded nipple 62 that is adapted de 
tachably to receive a flexible rubber cool water 
supply hose, not shown, arranged in the up 
standing space 2 and extending through an 
opening, not shown, formed in the cabinet rear 
wall 6. The front end of the inlet conduit 62 
communicates with a fixture 63, that, in trin, 
communicates with a valve 64 of the solenoid 
control type and provided with a solenoid 65. 
The valve 64 is normally biased into its closed 
position and is operated into its open position 
in response to energization of the solenoid 65. 
The upper portion of the valve 64 communicates 
with a vacuum breaker 66, that, in turn, come 
municates with a flow control regulator 6. Pref 
erably the flow control regulator 67 is of the flexi 
ble diaphragm compression aperture or throat 
type that is designed to maintain a substantially 
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6 
constant flow of cool water therethrough when 
the valve 64 occupies its open position, notwith 
standing considerable variation of the gauge 
pressure of the cool Water supplied to the inlet 
conduit 62. For example, the flow control regula 
tor 6 may be designed to maintain a substan 
tially constant flow of approximately 0.4 gallon 
per minute of cool water therethrough. Finally 
the foW control regulator 67 communicates with 
a. tube 68 that terminates in two spray nozzles 
69 arranged in the lower portion of the condens 
iagehamber 49. 
More particularly the longitudinal extending 

generally arcuate-shaped baffle 5 is arranged 
innediately below the bottom of the cylindrical 
side wall 4 of the drum. 38; and a longitudinally. 
extending arcuate-shaped baffle 70 is arranged in 
Spaced relation below the baffle 5 and above the 
botton Wall of the Sunap 50 and joining the right 
hand portion of the tubular Wall 35 of the casing 
32, as viewed in Fig. 3. Thus the condensing 
chamber 49 has a generally arcuate shape and is 
disposed between the baffles 5 and 79. The spray 
nozzles. 69 are arranged. Substantially centrally 
of the lower portion. Of the casing 32 adjacent to 
the end of the baffle 79. More specifically the 
spray nozzles 69 are disposed in circumferen 
tially spaced-apart relation and are directed up 
wardly at an angle toward the baffle 5?, whereby 
the spray nozzles 69 project a finely divided spray 
of cool water upwardly at an angle between the 
baffles 5 and it when the valve 64 occupies its 
open position. Since the spray nozzles 69 are 
directed upwardly at an angle with respect to the 
baffle 5, a component of the direction of the 
spray of cool water is in counterflow relation with 
respect to the direction of circulation of the cur 
rent of air through the condensing chamber 49, 
So as to effect a thorough Scrubbing of the cur 
rent of air as it is passed therethrough. 
The bottomi of the Sump 5 has a drain opening 

formed in the lower portion thereof that receives 
the adjacent end of a drain conduit 7 formed 
of rubber, or the like, the rear end of the drain 
Conduit 7 communicating with a puin p 2 
mounted on the base f l and driven from the 
motor 54 by an arrangement including a belt 73 
and associated pulleys. The casing of the pump 
72 is provided with a discharge port 74, that, in 
turn, communicates with a flexible rubber drain 
hose, not shown, that also projects through the 
opening, not shown, provided in the cabinet rear 
Wall 6 into the upstanding space 27. 
In view of the foregoing, it will be understood 

that the upwardly directed spray of finely di 
vided cool Water from the spray nozzles 59 ef 
fects the condensation of moisture from the cur 
rent of air circulated through the condensing 
chamber 49, as well as the scrubbing of lint 
therefron, whereby the water, the condensate 
and the lint accumulating in the sump 50 is re 
moved to the exterior of the casing 32 by opera 
tion of the drain pump 72. 

Further the machine to eomprises an electric 
control circuit network as disclosed in the pre 
viously-mentioned Erickson and Graham appli 
cation, whereby it may be operated automatical 
ly through a timed cycle. Also as indicated in 
Fig. 3, the cylindrical side wall 4f of the drum 38 
comprises three substantially equally circumfer 
entially Spaced-apartlongitudinally extending and 
inwardly projecting vanes 4 that effect tumbling 
of the clothes contained in the drum 38 and assist 
in the production of the circulation of the cure 



2,657,475 
7 

rent of air through the drum 38 and within the 
casing 32, in the manner explained above. 

Referring now more particularly to Figs. 2 and 
4 of the drawings, the boundary throat 2 sur 
rounding the rectangular depression 20 formed 
in the cabinet front wall 3 is provided with rear 
wardly and inwardly extending portions 2a and 
2b, respectively, the inwardly extending portion 
2b terminating in an annular access Opening 
75 arranged rearwardly of the front door 22 and 
inwardly with respect to the portion 2 a. Also 
the front wall 33 of the casing 32 has a sub 
stantially annular access opening 76 formed 
therein that is surrounded by an associated an 
nular stiffeining ridge ; and the front wall 39 
of the drum 33 is provided with a centrally dis 
posed and forwardly flared annular flange 78 
terminating in an annular access opening 19. 
The annular access openings 5, 76, and 79 are 
arranged in longitudinal alignment with each 
other along the longitudinal center line of the 
drum 38 and cooperate with an annular entry 
throat, and gasket member 80; preferably the 
member 33 is of one-piece extruded constric 
tion, although it may be molded, and is formed of 
flexible and deformable rubber, or the like. More 
particularly the member 8 includes an annular 
sleevelike body 8 bridging the space between the 
portion 2 b of the boundary throat 2 and the 
casing front Wall 33 and terminating in a rear 
wardly directed and outwardly flared lip 82 bridg 
ing the space between the casing front wall 33 
and the drum front wall 39 and projecting into 
the drum 38 through and out of contact With the 
front access opening 9 SO as to provide a Smooth 
access throat, from the exterior through the front 
access openings 5, 6, and 79 into the interior 
of the drin 33 when the front door 22 occupies 
its open position. The body 8 of the member 
3 also has a Surrounding substantially annular 
slot; S3 formed therein that receives and en 
braces the sides of the portion 2 Ab of the bound 
ary throat 2: So as to retain the member 8 in 
place. The intermediate portion of the body 8 
carries a filst Substantially annular hollow de 
formable gasket Section 34 arranged between the 
portion 2 b of the boundary throat 2 and the 
stiffening ridge provided on the casing front 
wall, 33. The first gasket section 84 is arranged 
between the parts noted and in surrounding re 
lation. With respect to the front access Openings 
5 and 6 so as to Seal together the cabinet front 

wall 3 and the casing front wall 33. The front 
portion of the body 8 carries a second substan 
tially annular hollow deformable gasket section 
85 arranged between the portion 2 b of the 
boundary throat 2 and the inner surface of the 
front door 22, the second gasket section 85 being 
disposed in the depression 2 adjacent to and in 
surrounding relation with the front access open 
ing 5 formed in the cabinet front wall 3. When 
the front door 22 occupies its closed position, the 
Second gasket Section 85 is compressed between 
the inner surface of the front door 22 and the 
portion 2 lb of the boundary throat 2 so as to 
seal the front access opening 75 against the es 
cape of hot, air i?ion the interior of the drum 33 
into the depression 2 formed in the cabinet front 
Wall 3. 
In making the member 8, an appropriate 

length of the preformed extruded or molded stock 
is cut therefrom, and the adjacent ends thereof 
are vulcanized or cemented together to provide 
the annular ring-like form. Thereafter the 
member 8 is appropriately deformed and applied 
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8 
to the portion 2 b of the boundary throat 2 and 
to the casing front wall 33 in its position illus 
trated in Fig. 4. Due to the resiliency of the 
member 80, it will be appreciated that it may be 
conveniently removed and replaced by a repair 
man in the event this is necessary. 
Also as illustrated in Fig. 4, the front door 22 

is of hollow fabricated construction, the interior 
thereof including a supporting element 36 that is 
employed for the purpose of pivotally mounting 
the front door 22 upon the adjacent portion 2 a. 
of the boundary throat 2, the arrangement en 
ploying upper and lower concealed hinges, the 
OWet concealed hinge being illustrated at 8. 
Specifically the lower hinge 3. comprises first 
and second leaves 88 and 89 pivoted together by 
an aSSociated pintle 90, the hinge 87 being ar 
ranged primarily within the hollow front Wall 
3 exteriorly of the boundary throat 2 . More 
particularly the leaf 38 is suitably secured to the 
exterior surface of the portion 2 cl of the bound 
alry throat 2; while the leaf 89 is curved and 
extends through an elongated slot 9 formed in 
the boundary throat 2 adjacent to the junction 
between the portions 2 a. and 2 b thereof, the 
Outer end of the leaf 89 extending through an 
Opening into the interior of the front door 22 
and being secured to the supporting element, 85 
by an arrangement including a threaded mem 
ber 92 and a cooperating nut 93. 
From the foregoing, it will be understood that, 

the front door 22 is readily pivotally mounted 
between its open and closed positions upon the 
hinges 87, etc., described above, whereby the in 
terior of the drum 38 is readily accessible from 
the exterior through the member 88 when the 
front door 22 occupies its open position. On the 
other hand, when the front door 22 occupies its 
closed position, the second gasket section 85 of 
the member 80 provides a seal about, the front, 
access Opening 5 preventing the escape of hot 
air from the interior of the drum 38 into the de 
pression 20 formed in the cabinet front Wall 3. 
Further when the front door 22 occupies its 
closed position, the front or outer face thereof 
is disposed Substantially flush with the cabinet 
front Wall 3 in order to provide a smooth and 
finished appearance to the cabinet 2. The 
Inenber 80 not only provides a smooth throat 
from the exterior into the interior of the drum 38 
preventing the clothes from being caught upon 
the edge of the flared annular flange 8 incident 
to the introduction of the clothes into the drum 
38, but the lip 82 also provides a barrier pre 
venting any possibility of the clothes working 
between the drum front wall 39 and the casing 
front Wall 33 during rotation of the drum 33. 
The Second gasket section 25 not only seals the 
front access opening 75 provided in the boundary 
throat 2, but it cooperates with the first gasket 
Section 84 in order to seal the space between 
the casing front Wall 33 and the cabinet front 
Wall 3, as it is highly undesirable for the nois 
ture or vapor in the Sump 5 formed in the bot 
tom of the casing 32 from rising and entering 
between the casing front wall 33 and the cabinet 
front Wall 3 since the presence of such vapor 
in the Space noted would lead to condensation 
therein due to the fact that the cabinet front, 
Wall 3 is at a lower temperature than the cas 
ing front wall 33. 
In View of the foregoing, it is apparent that 

there has been provided in a clothes drying ma 
chine of the portable home laundry type includ 
ing a closed air circulating system involving a 
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heating chamber and a spaced-apart spray con 
densing chamber, an improved throat and seal 
ing arrangement for the front access openings 
respectively provided in the cabinet front wall, 
the casing front wall, and the drum front Wall. 
While there has been described What is at 

present considered to be the preferred embodi 
ment of the invention, it will be understood that 
various modifications may be made therein, and 
it is intended to cover in the appended claims 
all Such modifications as fall. Within the true 
spirit and Scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a clothes drying machine of the class 

described including a cabinet having an up 
standing front wall provided with a front access 
opening formed therein, a casing housed in Said 
cabinet and having an upstanding front Wall pro 
vided with a front access opening formed there 
in, a substantially horizontally disposed clothes 
receiving drum enclosed in said. Casing and hav 
ing a substantially cylindrical perforated wall 
and an upstanding front wall provided with a 
front access opening formed therein, Said casing 
front wall being arranged adjacent to and in 25 
spaced relation with both said cabinet front wall 
and said drum front Wall, said front acceSS open 
ings being Substantially annular and arranged 
substantially in alignment with each other, said 
cabinet front wall having a rearwardly directed 
depression formed therein and Surrounding Said 
front access opening formed therein, a front door 
carried by said cabinet front Wall and mounted 
in said depression for movements between closed 
and open positions with respect to Said front 
access openings, Said front door being provided 
with inner and outer walls arranged in Spaced 
apart relation, Said inner Wall being Spaced for 
Wardly of the portion of Said cabinet front Wall 
disposed within said depression and Said Outer 
wall being disposed substantially flush with the 
portion of said cabinet front wall surrounding 
said depression when said front door Occupies 
its closed position, said drum front wall having a 
forwardly flared annular rim Surrounding Said 
front access opening formed therein and Spaced 
rearwardly from said casing front wall, and 
means for rotating Said drum about its longi 
tudinal axis; the combination comprising a uni 
tary throat member including an annular sleeve- 5 
like body bridging the space between the portion 
of said cabinet front wall disposed in Said de 
pression and said casing front Wall and termi 
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nating in a rearwardly directed and outwardly 
flared lip bridging the space between said casing 
front wall and said drum front wall and project 
ing into said drun through Said front acceSS 
opening formed therein in order to provide a . 
Smooth access throat from the exterior through 
said front access openings into the interior of 
Said drum, Said sleeve-like body having a Sur 
rounding annular slot formed therein and en 
bracing the sides of the portion of said cabinet 
front Wall disposed in said depression in order 
frictionally to secure said member in place, the 
intermediate portion of said sleeve-like body 
carrying a first hollow deformable gasket ar 
ranged in compression between the portion of 
said cabinet front wall disposed in said depres 
Sion and Said Casing front Wall adjacent to and 
in surrounding relation with said front access 
openings respectively formed therein and Sealing 
the Space therebetween, the front portion of said 
sleeve-like body carrying a second hollow de 
formable gasket arranged in Said depression ad 
jacent to the portion of Said cabinet front Wall 
disposed in Said depression and in Surrounding 
relation with Said front access opening formed 
therein, Said Second gasket being compressed be 
tween the portion of said cabinet front Wall dis 
posed in Said depression and Said inner Wall and 
Sealing the Space therebetween When said front 
door occupies its closed position. 

2. The clothes drying machine combination 
set forth in claim 1, wherein said sleeve-like body 
and Said first and Second hollow gaskets are of 
one-piece construction formed of flexible and 
deformable material. 

3. The clothes drying machine COmbination Set 
forth in claim 2, wherein Said one-piece con 
Struction is continuous about Said front open 

gS. 
CFFORD E. ERICKSON. 
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