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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

FRANK J. PALICA, OF RACINE, WISCONSIN. 

TELESCO PIC TRUNK. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 587,487, dated August 3, 1897. 
Application filed June 5, 1895, Serial No. 551,752, (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANK J. PALICA, of 

Racine, in the county of Racine and State of 
Wisconsin, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Telescopic Trunks; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description thereof, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
dra Wings, and to the letters of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 
specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

telescopic trunks or traveling-cases or those 
in Which the body of the trunk consists of 
two pieces or parts, one of which is larger 
than the other and slides vertically within 
the other for the purpose of increasing the 
depth of the trunk, and to that form of such 
telescopic trunks in which the same are pro 
vided with adjustable securing devices by 
which the sliding parts may be secured rig 
idly or immovably to each other in any de 
sired position. 
The invention consists of the matters here 

inafter described, and pointed out in the ap 
pended claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating 
my invention, Figure 1 is a view in perspec 
tive of the telescopic case or trunk embody 
ing my invention. Fig. 2 is a view in central 
vertical section of one end of the trunk shown 
in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detail face view of the 
fastening device shown in Figs. 1 and 2. Fig. 
4 is a detail section taken on line 4 4 of Fig. 
3. Fig. 5 is a rear view of the parts shown 
in Figs. 3 and 4. Fig. 6 is a fragmentary in 
terior perspective view of a locking device 
for the telescopic parts differing somewhat 
from that shown in the figures of the draw 
ings before mentioned. Fig. 7 is a view in 
elevation of the latch shown in Fig. 6. Fig. 
8 is a horizontal plan view of the same. Fig. 
9 is a rear view of the locking device shown 
in Figs. 6 to S. 
As illustrated in said drawings, Aindicates 

the lower telescopic part or section, and B 
the upper telescopic part or section, of the 
trunk. Said sections A and B form the body 
of the trunk, and the lower section. A has at 
tached to it the trunk-bottoma and is adapted 
to slide within the upper or exterior part B. 
The top of the body is provided with a hinged 

lid C, the same being secured to the upper 
margin of the said outer part B. The upper 
edge or mouth of the upper part B is provided 
With a strengthening-frame b, which is at 
tached to its inner edge and serves to stiffen 
or give strength to the same, the said frame 
projecting in Wardly from the upper edge of 
the said part B and forming a projecting 
flange or ledge thereon. The lower part A. 
consists of two end walls C. Ct. and two side 
walls C'C', the lower margins of which are 
connected with a bottom a, said walls being 
made of relatively thin material, and the said 
part A being adapted to fit within the end 
and side walls b' b° of the part B below the 
ledge b, which latter will rest upon the top 
edge of the part A when the telescopic parts 
are collapsed, or, in other Words, when the 
trunk is in its most compact or smallest form. 
The lid C may be connected by any usual 

form of hinges with the part B, the same as 
herein shown, being made also of thin mate 
rial, consisting of a top wall cand side and end 
walls c', connected therewith, same being 
stiffened by means of a rectangular frame C', 
located within the side and end walls adja 
cent to the top wall, so that its margin will rest 
upon the top edges of the body part B when the 
cover is closed in an obvious manner. 
The fastenings or securing devices to which 

this invention more especially relates are lo 
cated. Within the trunk and are accessible 
only from the interior of same. These de 
vices, as shown in Figs. I to 5, inclusive, are 
constructed as follows: D D are vertically 
arranged straps of sheet metal or other suit 
able material, which Straps are Secured adja 
cent to the inner faces of the end walls b b° 
of the top B and are secured at their upper 
and lower ends to said top by a suitable form 
of permanent connection. In the particular 
construction illustrated the ends of thestraps 
D D are bent or folded over the upper and 
lower edges of the said end walls b° b° and are 
secured by means of rivets passing through 
the end walls and through the end portion d 
of the straps, which are bent or folded out 
side of the said end walls. The straps at their 
upper ends rest against the inner faces of the 
strips forming the ends of the frame b, by 
which they are sustained at a distance from 
the inner surface of said end Walls. Said 
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straps D Dare each provided with a plurality firmly in position. 
of equally-spaced holes d". E E indicate 
catches or fastening devices secured to the 
upper margins of the end walls a' of the lower 
telescopic part A and adapted for engage 
ment with the straps D D by or through the 
medium of movable pins or bolts forming 
parts of said catches and which engage the 
holes in the straps. 

Each of the catches E E (shown in Figs. 1 
to 5) is constructed as follows: E is a metal 
plate or casting which is secured to the upper 
edge of the end wall a’ conveniently by means 
of flat lugs ee, which reach over the adjacent 
parts of the elld Wall and are secured thereto 
by rivets, said plate or casting being prefer 
ably located within a hole or recess cut in 
said Wall in the manner illustrated. 
F indicates a hinged latch-lever which is 

pivoted to the plate E' and is provided with 
a bolt f, which is adapted to pass through a 
hole c in the plate E' in a direction at right 
angles to the plate. Against the exterior face 
of the plate E' is secured a strip E°, and the 
central part of said plate is recessed, so as to 
form with the strip E°a vertical recess or pas 
sage E, through which passes the strap D, 
said plate and strap forming in effect a loop 
on the inner part B, which engages and slides 
vertically on the strap when the parts of the 
trunk are relatively moved or shifted. 
The latch-lever F is pivoted to the plate E" 

at one side of the passage E° by means of a 
vertical pivot f", which passes through the 
said latch-lever and through suitable lugs on 
the plate E' in the manner illustrated. The 
latch-lever is adapted to rest flat against the 
inner surface of the plate E' when the boltf 
thereof is engaged with the strap D, but is 
adapted to be swung away from said plate, 
so as to withdraw said bolt for engagement 
with said strap when turned on its pivot, said 
latch-lever being provided with a finger or 
thumb piece f, by which it may be easily 
engaged by the finger for swinging or mov 
ing it. As a further improvement in a latch 
of this character I provide the said latch-le 
ver F, at a point adjacent to its pivot, with 
a laterally-projecting flat-faced lug f, which 
is adapted to bear against a spring F, which 
Spring acts against the said projection in such 
manner as to hold the latch-lever either in 
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its open or closed position and to require the 
application of some force to the latch-lever in 
order to turn or move same against the action 
of the spring. 

In the particular construction of the latch 
shown in said figures above referred to the 
spring F" consists of a straight strip of spring 
metal arranged vertically at the inner face 
of the plate E", beneath the cross-strip E°, 
and secured at its upper and lower ends to 
said plate by means of lips or projections e, 
located near the upper and lower margins of 
the plate and overlapping the ends of said 
Spring, said lips being bent or forced down 
Wardly against the spring to hold the same 

The spring thus secured 
is free at its middle part to move inwardly 
and outwardly under pressure of the lug f 
as the latch-lever is turned on its pivot. 
An advantage is gained by arranging the 

latch-lever horizontally and mounting it on 
a vertical pivot, for the reason that when the 
latch-lever is horizontal the locking-bolt f 75 
thereof may be made straight instead of be 
ing curved concentrically with the pivot of 
the latch, and the holes in the plate E' and 
in the strap may be elongated horizontally to 
permit the free passage of the straight bolt 
without detriment to the action of the device, 
it being obvious that in this construction the 
straight bolt will be engaged at its upper and 
lower sides only with the holes in the strap 
for the purpose of holding or locking the 
parts of the case from relatively vertical 
movement. The making of the lever with a 
straight bolt is preferred because cheaper 
and more simple to construct than one with 
a curved bolt. By making the plate E with 
a hole for the bolt and arranging the latch 
lever horizontally, moreover, an advantage 
is gained by reason of the fact that in this 
construction upward and downward strains 
are brought on the said plate by contact of 
the bolt there with instead of coming solely 
on the hinge of the latch-lever, it being ob 
vious that the latch-lever will yield suffi 
ciently at its free end to enable the bolt to 
rest against the top or bottom edge of the 
hole in the plate without injury to or bring 
ing any great strain upon the pivot of said 
latch-lever. 
In Figs. 6 to 9 I have shown a construction 

generally similar to that illustrated in the fig 
ures above mentioned, but differing there 
from somewhat in detail. As illustrated in 
these latter figures, the parts of the trunk 
and the straps Dare made in the same man 
ner as hereinbefore described. In this in 
stance, however, I have illustrated the straps 
as being made of leather or canvas instead of 
sheet metal and as being provided with eye 
lets did surrounding the holes therein in or 
der to prevent injury to the straps by the ac 
tion of the holding-bolts of the catches. The 
said catches D in this instance generally re 
semble the catches illustrated in Figs. 1 to 5, 
same in this instance being of somewhat more 
simple form and being made as follows: Each 
of said catches consists of a casting or shell 
H, provided with an integral plate H' at its 
outer face, which plate H" is arranged parallel 
With the body of the shell and forms a verti 
cal passage or opening II for the strap D, 
and, from the fact that it passes around or 
outside of the strap, forming a loop by which 
the strap is held in engagement with the inner 
part of the trunk while allowing the latter to 
slide freely in the outer part. Said shell is 
also provided with lateral flanges h h, which 
Overlap the outer face of the part A of the 
trunk and are secured thereto by rivets, as 
shown. A latch-lever I is employed in this 
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case, which is generally similar to the latch 
lever hereinbefore described, the same hav 
ing a bolt i and being pivoted by means of a 
vertical pivot to lugs in the shell H, said 
pivot being arranged at one side of the pas 
sage H. The latch-lever is provided with an 
upwardly - extending finger-piece i* for con 
venience in manipulating the same. Adja 
cent to its pivot the latch-lever is provided 
with a square-ended projection i, adapted to 
act upon one end of the leaf-spring J, which 
is attached at one end to the inner face of the 
shell conveniently by means of a rivet, as 
shown in Fig. 9. 
While I have shown connecting-straps and 

fastening devices as located at the ends only 
of the trunk illustrated, yet it will be obvious 
that any desired number of such straps and 
fastening devices may be employed and that 
they may be located at the sides instead of the 
ends of the trunk or both at the sides and 
ends, as may be found preferable or conven 
ient. The top or lid C of the trunk, made as 
described, will of course be provided with a 
suitable handle by which the trunk may be 
lifted, as common in such articles. 
The adjustable fastening device described 

for connecting the two telescopic parts of the 
trunk not only has the advantage of being 
cheap and durable in construction, but of pos 
sessing the strength necessary to Withstand 
rough usage to which such trunks or cases 
are subjected in traveling and of affording 
great ease and convenience of adjustment 
when it is desired to increase or decrease the 
depth of the trunk. For increasing the size 
of the trunk it is only necessary to throw in 
Wardly the two latch-levers, lift the upper 
part of the trunk the desired distance, and 
then close or throw outwardly the levers to 
reéngage the bolts with the holes in the straps. 
If it be desired to shorten or make smaller the 
trunk, the holding-bolts are similarly released 
from the straps, the outer or upper part of 
the trunk depresses on the lower or inner part, 
and the latches then reéngage with the straps. 
The straps arranged as described-that is 

to say, attached at both their upper and lower 
ends to the outer part of the trunk-are 
adapted to best withstand strains coming on 
the trunk in both directions-that is to say, 
when the trunk is being carried about by its 
handle the weight of the contents will tend 
to force the bottom part downwardly, and 
thus bring a downward strain or the tension 
on the straps, such downward Strain coming 
on the fastenings by which the upper ends of 
the straps are secured to the upper edges of 
the outer part of the trunk-body. If, how 
ever, the trunk, when extended or partially 
extended, be allowed to rest on the floor and 
a heavy object be placed on its top, as might 
occur by a person sitting on it, then the strain 

will be exerted on the straps in the opposite 
direction, and the lower ends of the straps 
would be under tension, the strain in such 
case coming on the fastenings which secure 
the lower ends of the straps to the exterior 
part of the trunk. The securing devices by 
which the two parts of the trunk are adjust 
ably held in proper relations to each other 
are therefore adapted to withstand strains of 
either kind without injury thereto or liability 
of breakage thereof. 
A further important advantage gained by 

securing the straps to the outer telescopic 
part at their lower ends and providing the 
inner part with loops through which the 
straps pass arises from the fact that by this 
contraction complete detachment of the parts 
is rendered impossible, so that the inconven 
ience is avoided of accidental separation of 
the upper from the lower part, such as might 
occur in case a person sought to lift the trunk 
by grasping the handle on its top at a time 
when the catches had been left disengaged 
from the straps. 

I claim as my invention 
1. The combination with the two parts of 

a telescopic trunk of straps secured at their 
upper and lower ends to the upper and lower 
edges of the exterior part and unattached 
thereto between their ends and locking de 
vices secured to the inner part and consisting 
of latch-plates attached to the inner part and 
provided with loops to engage the straps, 
latch-levers pivoted. to said plates and pro 
vided with bolts for engaging holes in the 
straps, said levers being also provided with 
lugs at their pivoted ends and Springs acting 
on said lugs to hold the levers in either their 
closed or open position, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. A combination with outer and inner tele 
scopic parts of a trunk, of straps attached at 
their upper and lower ends to the upper and 
lower edges of the Outer part, and unattached 
thereto between their ends, and locking de 
vices attached to the inner part and provided 
With a loop which engages the strap On the 
outer part, said locking devices each compris 
ing a latch-plate attached to the wall of the in 
ner part, a latch-lever pivoted to said plate 
and provided with a bolt to engage holes in the 
strap, and also with a flat-faced projection 
adjacent to its pivot, and a spring secured to 
the plate and acting on said projection, Sub 
stantially as described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I affix my signature, in pres 
ence of two witnesses, this 16th day of April, 
A. D., 1895. 

FRANK J. PALICA. 
Witnesses: 

J. A. BEAUGRAND, 
C. E. BEAUGRAND. 
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