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his invention relates to larminated placaking 
of Arne &nd has 2s an object the provision 
of finished attainated units not subject to Warp 
ing and Suitsle or a wide variety of uses and 

5 Aaying great resistance to strface Wear, 
A Knore specific object of this invention resides 

in the provision of units of arrainated planking 
which are built up of a plurality of substantially 
33, c0ards disposed side by side so that the edge 

20 grain of the individual boards forms the sur 
face of the 22iS. 

Ashokaar object of this inventioia resides in the 
p3ovision of planking of the character described 
which cost prises connected sections in flat en 

35 gage:Caen. With metal plates interleaved therebe 
t;7&se S S to sciease its strength and also its 
yesistace to surface wear, 

Anti & the object of this invention is to atti 
ize the colis or other coinecting elements which 

3C acid ae is dividual sections togeiae', to secure 
the 2djace at pians. Snits against relative shift 
Sg. ! 

With the above and other objects in viey 
"Siriaica will appeal as the , description proceeds, 

is invention resides in the novel coastraction, 
203 ?abinatio and 3:33 geriaent of parks substan 
tially as hereinaster described and more particu 
airly defined oy the appended claisins, it being 
Yaderstood that such changes in the precise em 

35 die, at of the hazeindisclosed invention may 
33 33de Sas cogne within the scope of the claims, 

Ra is 32CO3)2Sying drawing, several corn 
pete (e:32ngpies of the pinysical erodinent of 
this invegatio. 3re illustrated constructed accord 

5 ing to the est rodes so far devised for the prac 
tical Siglication of the principles thereof, and in 
Willic:a: 

8 s 

Sigure i is 8 perspective view of a unit of 
piazaring constructed in accordance with this in. 
yegation; - 

Sigure 2 is a detaii Seisactive view ilustrating 
& sigially Siaodified Einsanner of forraing the plank 
ing of is averation; 

figure 3 is 2 detail perspective vie's illustrat 
43 is ag the E233 are in which Gaetal piates are inter 

leaved; eWeas the adjacent; sections; 
Sigure 4 is a cross section view taken through 

3 plan: unit having metal plates interposed be 
É7een its adjacent card sactions with the tiebol 
gointed to engage the aegi, adjacent unit; and 
iii.2strating its condition prior to completion; and 

3igure 5 g & top plan view of s, plurality of 
U2iS listiating the Easner of using the tie 
30s to 32c2S he units against relative shift 
i.S. a. 

d 
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Referring nosy more particularly to the accora 
paraying drawing, the nineral 5 represents a 
larminated plank unit enabodying this invention. 
the unit consists of a plurality of substantially 

ilat boards, the width of which governs the thick 
Kaess of the plank unit and the thickness and 
number of which governs the width of the plank 
unit. 
The individual sections or, flat boards 5 are 

stacked side by side and are secured together by 
through-boits as illustrated in Figure i, by Rails 
8 as depicted in Figare 2, or in any other suitable 
manner; and if desired the faces of the individual 
boards may be coated with gile, or other inders 
'2nd/or fallers prior to being assembled. When 
bolts are used to tie the sections together, the 
heads and nuts are preferably counterstan. So that 
the plank units may be placed edge to edge. 

During the assembly of the individual boards 
it is not necessary in at they ea of exactly the 
seine width for aiter the plark uzhit is coxapletely 
asserabled, it is passed throug Saitaiple Iraa 
chinery to give both sides a Synoots even surface, 
or one or both surfaces may be give 2 ay desired 
strace configuration for special psposes. 
Where the planking is to be used for interior 

foors, for which it is particularly Well adapted, it 
is olivious that a very novel &ppearance a2S 3 
obtained by assembling boards of different Wood, 
or of differest, colors or shades. 

a instances where ext:"eae strealigti and e5Ke 

8) 
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ceptionally tough wearing surfaces are desired, 
as where he planking is to be used for railroad 
crossings and similar installations subjected to 
excessive wear, the wood boards or individual 
sections may be interleaved With rete pistes 9, 
as illustrated in Figure 3. 

in this enbodiment of the invention the 2033 
sire preferably of greater width than the Gaeta 
plates during assembly, as its stated in Figure 

9. 

95 
4, so that the plank Snay be passed through & 
plainer and the projecting edges of the agazis 
dressed down close to the side edges of the metal 
plates, and if a smooth surface is desired, the 
plank raay be further finished by passing it 
through an abrading achine capable of acting 
upon neta as well as wood. 
Waia the individual boards of Sections asye 

been described as flat they say be formed with a 
tongue and groove interlocking connection 0 as 
illustrated in Figure 2, to increase the rigidity of 
the completed Iait. 
Where two or shore plane units are to be en 

ployed side by side, the tie bolts 7 may have their 
ends pointed and protruding from Še adjacent 
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2 
side surface of the unit as at 11, in Figures 4 and 
5. The protruding pointed ends of the bolts thus 
bite into the next adjacent unit and serve to hold 
the units against relative shifting. 
From the foregoing description taken in con 

nection with the accompanying drawing, it will 
be readily apparent to those skilled in the art to. 
Which an invention of this character appertains, 
that the laminated planking of this invention 
provides a convenient outlet for lumber which 
otherwise is very often considered waste and that 
Comparatively wide units may be built up in this 
manner without danger of warping. 

It is also apparent that the finishing of the 
faces of the completed planking after assembly 
results in a very desirable Smooth Surface and 
greatly reduces the cost of laying floors and simi 
lar surfaces where the hard wearing qualities of 
the edge grain of lumber is desired, as the plank 
ing may be manufactured and sold in finished 
units at a lower cost to the user than that of buy 
ing the individual parts and assembling them on 
the job. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. The hereindescribed method of forming a 

plank which consists in stacking a plurality of 
substantially flat boards of approximately con 
mon width with a plurality of metal plates of 
less width than the narrowest boards interposed 
between certain of the flat boards, securing the 
assembled boards and metal plates together, cut 
ting down the opposite edges of the individual 
boards to substantially the edges of the metal 
plates, and passing the plank through an abrad 
ing machine to further reduce the width of the 
individual boards to the exact width of the metal 
plates. 

1,944,287 y 

2. A laminated plank unit comprising, a plu 
rality of substantially flat boards disposed side 
by Side with their faces engaging and their edges 
forming the sides of the plank unit, means for 
Securing the plurality of individual boards to 
gether, and means formed directly on the Srcur 
ing means and protruding from one edge of the 
plank unit for engagement with an adjacent ob 
ject to hold the plank unit against relative shift 
ing with respect to said adjacent object. 85 

3. A laminated plank unit comprising, a plu 
rality of substantially flat boards disposed side 
by side with their faces engaging and their edges 
forming the sides of the plank unit, tie bolts for 
securing the individual boards together, and 
points formed on the ends of the tie bolts and 
protruding from the edge of the plank unit to bite 
into an adjacent unit and thus secure the units 
against relative shifting. 

4. A laminated plank unit comprising a plural 
ity of individual boards disposed side by side with 
their faces in engagement and their edges pro 
viding the opposite sides of the plank unit, bolts 
extending through the assembled individual 
boards to secure the same together, said through 
bolts having their heads countersunk within the 
plank unit, nuts threaded on the bolts and coun 
tersunk in recesses to lie beneath the plane of 
the adjacent edge of the plank unit, and sharp 
points formed on the bolts outwardly of the nut 
and projecting beyond the plane of Said edge of 
the plank unit for engagement with an adjacent 
object to secure the plank unit against relative 
shifting with respect. to said object. 
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