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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EPHRAIM S. JOHNSON,
of Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and
State of New Jersey, have invented anew and
useful Improvement in Pencil and Crayon
Holders; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing isa full and accurate deseription of the
same, having reference to the accompanying
drawings, wherein— :

Figure 1 is a perspective of my pencil-hold-
er. Fig. 2isalongitudinalsection of the same.
Fig. 8 is a longitudinal section of the holding-
jaws detached.

This invention relates to that class of pen-
cil - holders wherein the pencil is gripped,
.near its outer extremity or point, by conical-
.pointed jaws, which are compressed upon
said pencil by means of a sleeve having a

.. similar conical form at its end, said sleeve be-
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ing arranged to move longitudinally to com-
press or release said jaws. Sometimes said
sleeve has been caused to move upon and to
compress said jaws by the action of a spring,
and sometimes the same effect is produced
by serewing said sleeve upon the end of the
holder. My device relates to the latter de-
scription.

So far as I am aware, in all pencil-holders
of this description the sleeve point or section

is united to the case of the holder by screw-

threads, one of which is cut upon said holder
and the other upon said sleeve-point.

My improvement consists in constructing
the sleeve point or section to serew upon the
outer surface of the inner tube, which consti-
tutes the holder and gripping-jaws, independ-
ent of the outer surrounding case, so that the
screw-threads are entirely concealed, and the
entire point-section may be pushed withinthe
outer case, if desired.

A is the pencil or crayon tube. At its
outer or point extremity it is slit longitudi-
nally, as at @, and on its outer surface it is
provided with the bosses or enlargements b b.
The tube A. is in length sufficient to receive
the whole length of the pencils or crayons to
which it is adapted, and at its inner or head
extremity it is attached to the head-piece d,
which forms the head of the ounter surround-
ing case, B, = The ordinary pencils which are

employed with peneil - holders of this class

are in diameter less than one-sixteenth (i)
of an inch, and a holder which should be only
adapted to a pencil of that size would be too
small for convenientuse. An outer or larger
case or barrel, E, is, therefore, employed, the
holder-tube A being located in the center.of
said outer tube. The point end of the tube
being slit is thereby made elastie, so that the
separated parts may be forced toward each
other, and thereby caused to grip the pencil.
This action is produced by the conical-point-
ed screw-sleeve G, which, at its larger end, is
provided with an internal screw-thread, h,
adapted tothe corresponding external thread,
i, on the tube A. When the sleeve G is
serewed onto the thread ¢, the inner surface
of its conical point engages the enlargements
b b and forces the separated ends of the tube

together, so as to grip the pencil, and when -

said sleeve is unscrewed the pressure on said
enlargements will be relaxed and the pencil
will be released.

It will be observed that, the sleeve G being
screwed upon the tube A directly, the strain
upon said tube consequent upon gripping the
pencil will be confined to that short portion
of said tube which is between the enlarge-
ments b b and the screw-thread ¢, whereas if
the clamping effect is produced by an arrange
ment of screw-threads upon the outer case,
the strain is transmitted through the whole
length of said tube A, which must, therefore,
be made heavier and stronger than is required
bymy device. Moreover, by making the pen-
cil-holder and clamping device independent
of the case E, it may be made bodily movable
within said case, so as to beshoved in or pulled
oup of said case for concealment and protec-
tion, or for use. '

I am aware that a pencil-holder has bee
made with an outer sleeve capable of longi-
tudinal movement for the purpose of being ad-
vanced to cover and conceal the point of the
pencil; but that, being a sleeve placed outside
the case E, differs from my invention.

Having described my invention, what I claim
a8 new is—

1. The combination, in a pencil or erayon
holder, of a tube or barrel, B, and an interior
tube, A, slit longitudinally, as at ¢, and pro-
vided with enlargements b b, and an external
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screw-thread, 4, and an outer couical-pointed
sleeve, G, adapted to screw onto the thread ¢
within put independent: of saidtube L, and
engage said enlargements b 0, to grip the pen-
cil, as set forth. :

2. The barrel or éase B, combined with the
independent. interior: pencil-tube, A, having
its point end slit longitudinally and provided
with the external serew-thread, andthe coni-

t cal:pointed clamping-sleeve G, provided with io
the internal screw-thread; h, adapted to the
thread 4, and fitbed to enter easily within the

L barrel 'K, as set forth.

E. 8. JOHXSON.
Witnesses:
Wil BROWNLEL,
H. MavLox.




