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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, Nicrors L, Mirangow,
a_citizen of the United States, residing at

ew Orleans, in the parish of Orleans
and- State of Louisiana, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Card Systems,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to card systems of
that character in which cards containing or
designed to contain entries are filed within a
case and clamped by a follower or analogous

-Ioeans, and in which the cards are also ad-

justably strung upon a holder Wherebfy' they
may be Separated without removal for in-

-Spection.

One object of the invention is to provide
a novel construction of file case and mode
of mounting the cards therein whereby the
operation of applying, removing and sepa-
rating the cards for inspection is rendered
easier and more convenient, and whereby any

‘card may be partially withdrawn for in.

spection or to be written upon without loss

of place or the necessity of nserting a place

indicator between the
Another object of
vide the case with a

adjacent cards.

the invention is to pro-
portion which may be
let down to serve as a desk upon which the
partially withdrawn cards may be rested for
convenience in writing thereon, and further
to provide a novel construction of follower
or clamp for holding the cards in compact
form. '

With these angd other objects in.view the
invention consists of the features of. con-
struction, combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described and
claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in" which :

igure 1 is a perspective view of g card

-case embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a.
{transverse section of the same on a line be-

tween adjacent cards. F ig. 8 is a perspec-
tive view showing the hinged side let down
Fig. 4 1s a view similar to Fig. 2
a line in rear of the follower, the
‘back of the latter being removed.
Fig. 6
and its

18 8 face view of one of the cards

‘holder, showing in dotted lines the opera-
-tion of

1 removin% the card. Fig. 7 is g sec-
tion on the line 7—7 of Fig. 6.
Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1

Fig. 5is
_'a perspective view of the follower.

f

designates a file case, drawer or similar re-
ceptacle of conventional oblong rectangular
form, and of proper width to accommodate

the record and index cards 2, each of whicH

is preferably provided at its upper edge and
one end with spaces 8 and 4 to contain the
name of the person or firm or proper head-
ings indicating the purpose or subject mas-
ter of the card. Each card is also provided

with longitudinal cclumns or spaces 5 for

use in conuection with the heading 4. The:

upper heading 8 is designed for use in the
usual way to enable any particular card to
be found for withdrawal by sliding the
cards forward and upward in the case in
the usual way. :

The case is open at one side and provided
with projections G at the lower edges of its

‘front and rear or end walls and extendi

Iaterally. beyond - *he adjacent side of “he
bottom of the case. This open side of {he
case is adapted to be closed by a door or let-
down side 7 hinged or pivoted at its lower
edge to the bottom, as at 8, and. adapted to
close against the end walls, the lower corner
portions of said side being provided with
notches or recesses 9 to receive and accom-
modate the projections 6 when said deor is
closed and to allow the door to bear squarely
against the bottom and end walls.
ing rod 10 extends longitudinally at the open
sir%e of the case between and is supported by
the projections 6, which latter are provided
with openings 11 to receive the ends of the
rod and permit the latter to be slidably in-
serted and removed. The inner face of the
door 7 is formed with a longitudinal groove
12 to receive the rod and the card holding
devices mounted thereon, as hereinafter de.

' scribed, when the door is closed.

The cards are pivotally, slidably and re-
movably mounted within the case upon in-
dividual holding devices, each consisting of
a rod or stem 13 bent at its lower eng to
provide a hook or eye 14 slidably and pivot-
ally engaging the rod 10. These card hold-

.ing devices are thus arranged at the open

side of the case, and they are normally dis-
posed in a vertical position,
have a loose engagement with the rod 10 to
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also permit the cards to be tilted forwardly

from a vertical position to facilitate relative
adjustment of said cards and their inspec-
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tion in the ordinary manner, as well as.{c
enable any card to be grasped for removal,
as hereinafter explained. Iach eard is pro-
vided at the end opposite the heading 4 with
a 20ld or sleeve 15 to slidably engage its
holding rod 18, and said rod-is of su icient
length to project at its free end beyond the
upper edge of the card so that it may be
conveniently engaged by the finger and ma-
nipulated. ~ It will be apparent that the
cards are thug retained in position upon the
holder rod 10 in such a manner as to permit
them to be slid backwardly and forwardly
on said rod, and that the slidable .connection
of each card with its holder adapts it to be
conveniently applied and rémoved ab any
time by vertical movement and without the
necessity of opening the door 7. Hach card
may also be swung outwardly when the door
is opened upon its holding rod which pivots

¥y

on the rod 10, by engaging the upper end of’

the holding ro

and downwardly.
nection of the card with its holding rod
adapt the rod and card to be rested when
swung outward upon the open door, as shown
in Fig. 3, so that the door may be smployed
as a desk to allow indorsements or entries
to be conveniently made on the face of the

and pulling it outwardly

card without the necessity of wholly detach--

ing the card from the cabinet, When in this
position the proper place or position of the
card with respect to the other cards is pre-
served by the eye 14 of its holder, which
keeps the adjacent cards spaced so as to al-
low the outwardly swung card to be re-
stored to its normal position with faeility,
this obviating the necessity of inserting 2
place indicator between the adjacent cards
to indicate the proper position of the card.
The body of cards is adapted te be pressed
against the rear end wall of the case to r%ain—
a
follower or clamp 16, comprising a rect);n-
gular block or plate of proper dimensions to
rest upon the bottom of the case and pro-
ject above the same and to extend between
the rod 10 and the opposite side wall of
the case. The outer sid[e edge of this fol-
lower is provided with a groove 17 to re-
ceive the rod 10, and the rear face of said
follower is properly vecessed to receive
sliding bolt 18, the free cnd of which i
adapted to project and travel within a

=

143

groove 19 in the fixed side wall of the case.
The inner end of this bolt is pivotally con-
nected with a pivoted operating lever 20,
whose upper end extends for manipulation
above the follosver, and said lever and fol-
lower

are normally held in projected posi-
a coiled spring 21. By the action of
the bolt i
. 3ImT . ‘;

mney w

the groove 19,
is clamaped hetween

| for

This and the pivotal con-

projected foreilily .

the fixed wall of the ease and the rod 10.
By moving the lever 20 in the direction of
the spring, the latter will be compressed and
the Lolt vetracted, thus freeing the follower
adjustment within the case. A back or
cover plate 22 is secured to the rear face of
ne follower and covers the recess therein
and the locking mechanism. This eover is
preferably fastened by screws 23, so that it
may be detached to afford access to the lock-
ing mechanism for repairs’ when occasion
requires.

From the foregoing description, the con-
struction and mode of use of my improved
card system will be readily understood, and
it will be seen that it provides a construction

affording advantages and a saving of time in

the operations of applying, removing and

inspecting the cards, and in permitting en-

iries o be made upon the cards without the
necessity of wholly detaching the same irom
the case. The advantage of the holders
properly preserving the positions of the
cards will also be appreciated.

Having thus fully described
what is claimed as new, is:—

1. A card system embodying a file case
open at one side, a door closing the open side
and adapted to be let down to a horizontal
position, and card holders slidably and
pivotally mounted within the case and
adapted to be swung outward so that any
card may be disposed upon said door.

9. A card system embodying a file case
open at cne side, a swinging door closing
the open side and ddapted to be let down to
a horizontal position, holders slidably and

the invention,

pivotally mounted within -the case and

adapted to be swung outwardly upon the
open door, and cards slidably and pivotally
mounted upon the holders. '

3. A card system embodying a file case
open at one side, a swinging ‘door for ¢los-
ing the open side and adapted to be turned
down to 2 horizontal position, a rod extend-
ing longitudinally at the base of the open
sige, a series of holders slidably and pivot-
ally engaging said rod and adapted to be
swung outwardly thereon and cards slidably

and pivotally connected at one end with

their respective holders.

4. A card system embodying = file case
open at-one side, a rod extending longitudi-
nally at the base of the open side, 2 swing-
ing door for closing the open side and
adapted to be turned down to a horizontal
position, a series of holders comprising rods
having eyes at their lower ends slidably and
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pivotally engaging the rod and adapted to

swing outwardly thereon, and cards each
provided at one end with a sleeve slidably
and pivotally engaging said holding rods.

5. A card system embodying a file case
open at one side, a holding rod extending

125
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longitudinally at the base of the open side, | locking means for clam})ing said follower
an outwardly swinging door for closing the | against said rod and wall. . 10
open side, a series of holders slidably and | In testimony whereof I affix my signature. --
pivotally engaging the rod, cards each pro- | in presence of two witnesses. :

vided with a sleeve at one end pivotally and - NICHOLS L. MELAN: CON.
slidably engaging the holders, a follower | = Witnesses: ‘ o
slidably mounted between said rod and the W C. Ernon,

opposite side of the wall of the case, and L. L. Sasarr.



