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3 Claims.

This invention relates to a body for delivery
“trucks, and more particularly to the type of truck
-bodies used in trailers adapted to be attached

to the rear bumper of a passenger automobile
for delivery purposes.

One of.the objects of my invention is to pro-
vide a body constructed of sheet-metal and
formed in sections capable of being connected to-
gether by the purchaser or any inexperienced
person, said sections when connected together
‘forming a rigid structure capable of being at-
tached to any type of trailer-chassis, but more
particularly to one allowing the body to be pivot-
ally attached thereto so that it may be used as
a dump body.

Another object of my invention is to provide a
cheap body which will withstand unusual wear
-and which is so constructed that when attached
1o an extensible trailer-chassis of the type illus-
trated and described in my co-pending applica-
~tion,; Serial No. 727,717, filed February 10, 1947,
“and now Patent No. 2,525,506 granted October 10,
1950, the end boards or gates can be lowered and
long -lengths of lumber, pipes or other articles be
conveniently transported therein.

With the above and other objects in view to
appear hereinafter, this invention consists: in
the novel features of construction and in the ar-
rangement and combination of parts to be here~
‘inafter described and more particularly pointed
out in the subjoined claims.,

.. In the drawings:

.- Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the trailer body
pivotally attached between its ends to a trailer-
chassis.

. Pig. 2 is a top plan view of the body.

Fig. 3 is a transverse section taken on line 3—3,
Fig. 2, looking in the direction of the arrow cross-

“ing said line.

. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal section taken on line
. 4—A, Fig. .2 leoking in the direction of the arrow
~ crossine said line.

Fig. 5 is an end view of the trailer body.

"Pig. 6 is an enlarsed end view of the lower
left-hand corner of the trailer body viewed from
the rear.

' Pig. 7 is a vertical section taken on line 1—71,

Fig. 6, looking in the direction of the arrow cross-

ing said line.

- Pig..8 is'a bottom view of one-half of the width
.-of the body.

Pig. 9 is a detached perspective view of one of
the floor or bottom sections of the body.

- PFig: 10 is an enlarged section taken on' line

‘10—19, Fig. 1.
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Fig, 11 is a sectional detail view showing. the
application of the tubular stakes.

In the main, the body comprises a bottom {1
formed of a plurality of sections, in this in-
stance three in number, designated by the num-
erals (2, 13, 14. 15 designates the sides and 16
the ends, and more particularly the end boards
or gates. As clearly shown in Fig. 9, the bottom
or floor sections are each constructed of a sheet
of metal having its marginal portions bent down-
wardly, as. at 11, and thence inwardly, as at I8,
to form L-shaped depending flanges. 'The sheets
of metal are cut away at their four corners so
that a miter joint 19 is provided at each corner,

.which is welded to maintain these flanges in

rigid form.

The downwardly bent portions 17 of the longi-
tudinal L -shaped depending flanges, or vertical
webs as they may be termed, are provided with
bolt-slots 20 through which bolts 21 are passed

.for connecting the sections fogether and permit-

ting their being adjusted lengthwise relatively
and thus form s substantial bottom or flooring
for-the body, having the end edges of its sections
alined and being capable of carrying a consider-
ab'e load. Since all of the longitudinal L -shaped
flanges ;of the sections of the bottom are pro-
vided with such slots, these sections may -be
taken up at random and connected together;
and so arranged, the outermost longitudinal
flanges of the plurality of connected sections will

- have such bolt-slots vositioned to be utilized in
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connecting the sides 15 to the bottom.

_Each of the sides is formed of a single sheet of
metal bent inwardlv at its lower end, as at 22,
and thence upwardly, as at 23. These sides lie
in contact with the inwardly-bent vortions 18,
or the horizontal webs as they may be termed,
of the outer bottom sections and bolts 24 are
passed through bolt-holes in the sides and
through said bolt-slots to receive nuts that im-
pinge against the inner side of the vertical webs
AT. The lower marginal portions of the sides 15,
therefore. embrace the denending L-shaped

flanges at the outer longitudinal edges of the

outermost sections of the bhottom and thus these
sides are rigidly connected to the hottom by the
bolts 24. In.event of the bholts 24 becoming loose
or lost, due to excessive strains applied to the
body, the upwardly bent portions 23 at the lower

- marginal portions of the sides {5 prevent move-

ment of the sides away from the bottom and

. in some instances loss of any loose material, such
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ag grain, soil, etc., being transported. y
It will be apparent from the foregoing that re-



gardless of the disposition of the sections of the
bottom, an L-shaped depending flange will be at
contiguous longitudinal edges of said sections
and also at the outer longitudinal marginal por-
tion of the bottom, and consequently the bottom
_sections 12, i3 and 14 may be selected at random

and used interchangeably with assurance that .

the portions of the sides embracing the outer-
most - L-shaped flanges of the bottom will ex-
actly interlock, regardless of the bottom sections
placed gt the sides of the bottom.

.The sides are co-extensive with the bottom of
the body and are bent outwardly along their
upper portions, as at 25, to form upwardly and
outwardly flaring aprons, the upper matginsl
portion of the latter being bent af substant1a11y
g right-angle theréto, as at 26, and thénce in-
wardly, as at 27, to form ‘an "L=shaped stiffen-
ing flange along the upper edge of each side.
At each end of each side the metal is ‘bert ‘out-
wardly at a right- angle to form a stiffening or
“bracé-web 28" whi "s‘gradually Wldened down-

25,," at whlch “poirits tHeé “parts’ so formlng the
Jomt are welded together. -

Iower ends of " ondifig brace-webs 28 “of
‘the "sidés l5 is nforcing’”’ member in’~ tﬁe
form ot an angle-lron 3,

1o s and"'the sides, mcludmg the brace-

“15°by . mﬂans of ‘bolts 32, this” rlgldly tymg the
front ahd rear ends of the s1des of the body to
; t

yched at oppo-
that they may

the “Vertical webof -35

whlch Ties’ agamst ‘the end’ edges ‘of sald sec-"

These angle- 1rons are ‘se- 4
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30
pphed to the vends of each of the assembled

‘petiveen” the supportmg ‘afms 40. "

-and the end gates and with” thls in view,

-pUrpose. I form downwardly ﬁanged opem
in’the ‘flaring” apréns 25 in Tine w1th th
,_,‘zontal webs of the angle-irons 31 ar i
standlng pm ‘50 }ln sald ebs whid
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tend beyond the end edges of the gates and
through the brackets 33. These pivot rods are
preferably welded to the outer half portion of
the lower edges of the gates so that when clos-
ing the latter, the lower edges of the gates will
rest upon the upper edges of the vertical webs
of angle-irons 31.  Thus arranged, the gates
close against the front and rear edges of the
bottom and against the webbed ends of the sides
18 and enable bu}k material such as sand, gravel
and other ﬁne matenal to be transported with-

‘out the possibility of 10ss by seepagé 4t the rear
_or front end-of the body.  Moreover, by placing

the pivots forward of the centers of the lower

‘&dges of the gates, freedom in swinging move-
.ment of the latter is assured and-a tighter con-
“tact’of ‘the gate 'with the remainder of the body

assured.” Any suitable catches may be provided
to hold the gates in closed positions.

"It will be apparent from the foregoing that
the body may be used in what may be termed

“Box-form,” wherein upstanding “wallsare~” bro-
fv1ded at both the 51des ‘and ends, also that either

of the gates may 'bé loweréd-into open position
so that material carried may extend forwardly
from the body or rearwardly and that both ‘gates

nay ‘be ‘lowered and ‘material, such’ as lumiber,

Tiges and other long objects ‘may be transpoited
while“extending both’ forwardly and rearwardly

;'from the hody.

1 also” provide means of tilting the body so
that it ‘may be used ‘as a3 dumb-body and-with

this i view, & trailer-chassis constructed in-ac-

cordance with my' co-pending applicatién Serial

“No.727,717, filed Pebruary 10; 1947, or otherwise,

is provided with supporting arms 49 at opposite
‘siges of the body, o whlch the latter is pivotally

‘attachiéd by ineéans 6f plvot ‘bolts“ 41 passed

through remforcmg plates 42 which ‘are boltéd to

'the ‘sides’ of the body dnd have opehings through
’;Whlch thé Stpporting srms “and ‘the L-shaped

ﬁanges along the otiter edges of the bottom the
p1vot bolts 41 st passed Tits .44 being apblied
£6" said bolts so as to” Hold ‘the” body pivotally
“To~prevent
accidental tlltlng or’ dumpmg of ‘thé ‘body, any

‘me#ng may be brovidéd at the front end of ‘the
“Tattet for attach' "en’ of the body to the traller-
“chass1s e e

i also provxde means for utilizing the body as
a stake-body for the” purpose of carlymg loads
which extend above the upper ‘edges of’ th' 51des
“the
ﬂarmg ‘aprons’ 25 at’ the upper ‘ends’ of the’ s1des

. |15 are provided with stake-openings 45, through

which stakes 46, shown in dotted lines in’ ’F

artlcles of varlous kinds. . :

rrymg long and heavy artlcles, I p):efer
e . the numbper- of the stakes angl to
place some of the straln of the load on the angle-

“Stakes are’ passed through said opemn 5 afl the
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lower ends thereof receive said pins, all as shown
in detail in Fig. 11 and thus provide stakes well
anchored at the bottom and near the top, and
by reason of their tubular form and the manner
of anchoring them can withstand any outward
strain caused by the portion of the load above
the sides of the hody.

From the foregoing it will be apparent that I
have produced a knock-down trailer- body, the
parts of which can be loosely assembled within
a comparatively small space for shipment and
when not in use for a prolonged period of time,
space being unavailable, can be easily disas-
sembled and stored in a small space.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim is:

1. A trailer body having a bottom formed in
sections of equal length and extending from end
to end of the body, each section being constructed
of a sheet of metal having its marginal portions
bent downwardly and inwardly to form L-shaped
depending flanges, bolts passed through’contig-
uous flanges of said sections to fasten said sec-
tions together, sides formed of sheet-metal hav-
ing their lower portions bent inwardly and thence
upwardly to embrace.the L-shaped flanges at the
outer longitudinal edges of said bottom, securing
bolts passed through said sides along their lower
ends and through said last-mentioned’ L-shaped
flanges, the upper portion of each of said sides
being flared upwardly and outwardly and the
marginal upper portions of said flared portions
being bent downwardly and inwardly at a right-
angle, thence rebent to form L-shaped flanges;
the ends of said sides having brace-webs formed
by bending the metal at a right-angle and said
brace-webs having their outer edges bent inward-
ly and thence rebent to form L-shaped flanges,
an -angle-iron at the rear end of said body hav-
ing one web thereof lying in contact with the
ends of said bottom sections and the other web
extending underneath the L-shaped flanges at
the rear ends of said bottom sections and under-
neath the brace-webs at the rear ends of said
sides, bolts securing said angle-iron to the L-
shaved depending flanges at the rear ends of said
bottom sections and to the lower end of said
last-mentioned brace-webs, means for closing
the forward end of the body, and a gate pivotally

connected to said angle-iron for opening or clos- °

ing the rear end of said body.

2. A ftrailer body comprising a sheet-metal
bottom formed of sections having their marginal
portions bent downwardly and thence inwardly to
form L-shaped depending flanges at all edges
thereof, said sections being arranged edge to
edge and fastened together at contiguous edges,
sides extending upwardly from the outer edge of
said bottom, also formed of sheet-metal and hay-
ing their lower edges bent inwardly and thence
upwardly to embrace the depending L-shaped
flanges at the outer edges of said bottom, fasten-
ing means passed through said sides and through
said last-mentioned L-shaped flanges, said sides
having their ends bent outwardly at a right-
angle to form brace-webs, an angle-iron at each
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end of the bottom having one web thereof in
contact with the adjacent ends. of said bottom
sections and with the lower ends of said brace-
webs and its other web extending underneath
said hottom sections and said brace-webs; se-
curing means passed through said angle-iron and
through the depending L-shaped flanges at said
last-mentioned ends of said bottom sections and
through said last-mentioned brace-webs, a pair
of brackets secured to the angle-iron at each
end of the body, and a gate at each end of said
body formed of sheet-metal and having pivots
passed through said brackets, said pivots being
formed of rod material welded to the bottom
edges of said gates.

3."A trailer body comprising a sheet metal
bottom formed of sections having their marginal
portions bent downwardly and thence inwardly
to form L-shaped depending flanges at all edges
thereof including the outer longitudinal edges
of said bottom, said sections being arranged edge
to edge and fastened together at contiguous
edges, sides extending upwardly from the outer
edge of said bottom formed of sheet-metal and
having their lower edges bent inwardly and
thence upwardly to embrace the depending. L.-
shaped flanges at the outer longitudinal edges of
said bottom under any disposition of the sections
of said bottom, fastening means passed through
said sides and through said last-mentioned L-
shaped flanges, said sides having their ends bent
outwardly at a right-angle to form brace-webs,
a pair of brackets secured to and projecting from
each end of said body, and a gate at each end
of said body having pivots passed through said
brackets.

EDWARD L. WIEDMAN,
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