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1
This invention relates to key rings, and more
particularly to key rings having a pair of inter-
connécted ;ﬁex:ble Ioors Whereby ong or more
keys strung on one loop are kept separate f1 om
others strune on the other 1oop, each loop bemg
capable of bemg 1ndxv1dually opened or closed
It is among ‘the obJects to provide a double
loop key rmg which i simple, compact yet
highly ﬂex1b1e and non-obstruotwe as well as
att*actlve in apnearance
Another obJec‘r is to provide 2 douhle loop key
rmg ‘which is mexpenswe to produce.
Another obJect is to prov1de a double loop key
ring having a’ minimum of parts.

Another obJect is to provz.de 9 double loop key

ung 1n Whlch the loop size is adgustable
i her obJeot 1s to provxde a double

and closing the 1nd1v1dua1 loops
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Fhese objects are attained by attaching to a
length of bead chain a pair of two-socketed bead v

chaln couphn‘r members each of which has a
mam lateral opemng and an auxvhary lateral
opemng opoosﬂ:e the main opemng These coun
pling members are d1snosed upon the cbam in
such a manner that the ‘auziliary openings sub=-
stantially face towards each other while the
maln openings face away from each other, with
the bead cham e?tendmf- through the coypling
members by way of the auvnlarv openings, One
1ntermed‘a,te head of the oham lodges in one

socket of one coupling member thus rendering.

its other socket a free socket. Another inter-
mediate bead of the chain 10dges in one socket
of the other coupling memmber thus 1ender1ng its
other socket a free socket. Each end bead of
the chain is inserted in or inseriable into the
free socket of that coupling member from which
it is spaced farther in terms of cham ]ength tha
it is spaced from the other member.

ACCOlenD' to one feature, at least one end
povtnon of the chain comprisgs an 'Alon"ated head
near the end bead.

It is among the advantas eo of the double loop
key ring accordmt, to this invention that it can
be easily and rapidly manipulated in a certain
manner when opening or closing the individual
loops; that it is compact; that it is all-flexible
due to the absence of bulky connectors or rigidi-
fying parts and therefore non-bulging; and that
it lends itself to being attached campactly to a
display card in an attractive shape.

Fig. 1 is a view of a length of bead chain to
form the double loop key ring, with a pair of
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oouphng members positioned upon and attached
to the ¢hain at intermediate points thereof

Figures 1%, 12, 1° are detail views of a couphng
member )

Fig. 2 is a view of an embodiment of the double
loop key ring W1th one 100p closed and other
loop open )

F1g 3 exemphﬁes the double loap key ring of
Fig. 2 in use Wlth keys 1ndloated on’each loop.

Flg 4 is a view 111ustrat1ng the mampulatmn
of the douhle loop key ring in the user’s hands.

The double loop key ring accordmg to Fig, 1
consists of 3 total length of bead chain L, this
length being defined by end beads 10 and (I, To
the intermediate portion of the length L are at-
tached a nzur ‘of two- socketed bead chain cou-
phngs 12and {3, the coupling 12 being attached to
an 1ntermedia,te bead 14'and the coupling 13 to'an
1ntermed.1ate bead 15 of the chain. The couplinis
I2 has a lonwtudmal slot lza expanding to form
a lateral ‘main openmg 125, and a lateral auxili=
ary opemng i2c oppos1te the main opening.
Similarly the other’ ‘coupling 13 has a longi-
tudinal “slot expandmg into ‘main opening {3k,
and a lateral aux;lhary opemng 3¢ opp0s1te the
main opemng In Fig. 1 the couplings are posi-
tioned uvon and attached to the chain in such a
manner that thelr auxﬂmry opemngs li.’c and
l3c face each other whlle their main ooenlngs
or slotted s1des fa,ce away from each other.

The end beads 10 and 1{ together Wlth the in-
termedlate beads 14 and 15 define or subdivide
the cham mto end portions marked by the
length L1 and I, and an intermediate portion
marked By the length Ls. Near its end each of
the chain portions I and Ls has an ‘elongated
bead (13 marked by the ‘length Le. As will be
seen further below the cham portlon Ip is
adapted to be formed 1nto a ﬁrst U -shaped loon
Ui by msertmg or snaopmg the one end bead
i0 into the free socket 81 of couphng 13 as is
tentatlvely 1nd1cated bs arrow Wi. Similarly,
the chain portion Iz is adapted to be formed
into a second U-shaped loop heremafter de51g-
nated as Uz by 1nsert1ng or snappmg the other

: end bead 11 info the free socket Sz of coupling

i2 as is tentatively indicated by arrow Wa, The
intermediate beads 14 and 15 are shown to have
been snapped or inserted each into a respective
socket S3 and S: of the coupling members where-
by the members are attached to the chain at
the desired points thereof.

As viewed in Figures 2 and 3 the double loop
key ring formed by the elements shown in Fig. 1
may be said to comprise the U-shaped loops Ui




BE T ‘ 2,522,516

3

and Uz which appear as having their ends pair-
wise interconnected by the couplings 12 and 18,
while the couplings in turn appear as being con-
nected with one another by the chain portion P.
In the Figs. 2 and 3 embodiment the loops Ui
and Uz correspond to and are formed by the
end portions or lengths I: and Lz of the bead
chain, while the interconnecting portion P cor-
responds to and is formed by the intermediate
portion of the length Is of the chain of Fig. 1.
According to the embodiment of Figs. 2 and 3

the length 1, is arranged in S-shape to form the”

two loops U: and Uz, and the free end bead. of

10

main lateral opening and an auxiliary lateral
opening opposite the main opening, which mem-
bers are disposed to have the auxiliary openings
substantially facing towards each other while
the main openings face away from each other,
said bead chain extending through said coupling
members by way of said auxiliary openings, a
first intermediate bead of the chain lodging in
one socket of the one coupling member thus ren-
dering its other socket a free socket, & second
intermediate bead of the chain lodging in the

~“gne socket of the second coupling member thus

each loop is connected through a coupling with’ '

the adjacent non-free end of the other:loop.:- In

this embodiment the free end portion of each
loop comprises the elongated or’ long bead 18

15

rendering its other socket a free socket, each end
bBead of the chain being inserted in the free

socket.of that coupling member from which it is

spaced farther in terms of chain length than it is

* spaced from the other member.

which facilitates the manipulation of passing-or: -

threading the free ends of the loops through the
keys. Keys Ki and Kz are indicated in dot-and-
dash lines as being held by the respef‘tlve loops
Ui and Usa

In ‘the embodiment of Fig. 4 the double loop
of the key ring is made up of a straight length
of standard bead chain, that. is without sueh
special beads as the long beads 16 of Figs. 2 and
3, although otherwise it is composed . 51mlla_r to
the Figs. 2 and 3 embodiment, having loops U1’
and Uz, and an intermediate chain portion P’.
The ends of the chain of this embodiment are
indicated by .the end beads {9 and 28. This em~
bodiment illustrates how one loop may be used
to0 hold an identlﬁcatlon tag T separate from a
key K held by the other loop. |

Fig. 4 illustrates. how the mampulatlon ‘of
opening and closing the individual loops of the
key ring can be performed conveniently and rap-
idly. As shown two fingers F1.and Fz of the user’s
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hand ¥1, namely thumb and forefinger, grasp

the flexible interconnection or intermediate chain
portion P’ between couplings {7 and 18, the
couplings thus serving as confining members he-
tween which the fingers may obtain a firm hold
on' the interconnection P’.’ That is to say, if
grasped in this manner the chain portlon 24
helps to hold steady the. couplings {7 and (8,
while vice versa the couplings {7 and 18 help the
mterconnecmon P’ to be firmly held by the user’s
fingers. In order to afford an even firmer hold
for the user’s fingers upon the couplings {7 and
18, other fingers ¥z and F: of hand H: may, close
around the tag T thus anchoring the same in &
manner to tension loop Ui’ so that the inter-
¢onnection P’ cahnot escape in any direction the
grasp of the fingers F1 and Fz. ‘The user’s hand
H: is shown in the process of mampula,tmg the
open end portion of loop Ui’ in closing the same.
As -an alternative expedient, instead of the
fingers F: and F4 clasping the tab T, one finger
3 may slip into the loop U1’ so as to terision and
anchor the same, when it is ‘desired to hold the
couphngs steady for opening or closing a loop.

What I claim is:

1. A double loop key ring comprising a length
of bead chain, and a pair of two-socketed bead
chain coupling members each of which has a
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2. A-double loop key ring according to claim 1,
in which the two intermediate beads are spaced
from each other by a plurality of 1nt;ervening
beads.

3. 'A double loop key ring according to claim 1,
in which at least one end portion of the chain
comprises an elongated bead.near the end bead.

4. A double loop key ring comprising a length
of bead chain, and g pair of two-socketed bead
chain coupling members each of which has a
main lateral opemng and an auxihary lateral
opening opposite the main opening, which mem-
bers are disposed to have the auxiliary opemngs
substantially facing towards each other while the
main openings face away from each other, sa,1d
pead chain extending through said coupling
members by way of said auxiliary openings, &
first intermediate bead of the chain lodging in
one socket ‘of the one coupling member- thus
rendering its other socket a free socket, a second
intermediate bead of the chain lodging in the
one socket of the second coupling - member thus
rendering its other socket a free socket, each end
bead of the chain being adapted to be inserted
in the free socket of that coupling member from
which it is spaced farther in terms of chain

. length than it is spaced from the other member.

5. A double loop key ring-according to claim 4,
in which the two intermediate beads are spaced
from each other by a plurality of intervenmg
beads

‘6. A double loop key ring according to claim 4,
in which at least one end portion of the chain
comprises an elongated bead near the end head.
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