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1 Claim. 

My invention relates to improvementS in a 
drapery fold holder, and it consists of the com 
binations, constructions and arrangements here 
in after described and claimed. 

It is difficult to cause drapes to fold in the de 
sired manner and to remain in folded position. 
It is further desirable to Weight the lower end of 
each drape to cause it to hang properly. I pro 
wide novel means for accomplishing both of these 
features. 
The principal object of my invention is to pro 

Wide a member which may be inserted in the 
drape hem and then bent into any desired shape 
for giving the proper folds to the drape. I have 
found that a lead bar will admirably answer the 
purpose in that the bar is of a sufficient Weight 
to hold the drape in place and also the bar may 
be given any curvature desired and Will retain 
the shape into which it is bent. The lower end 
of the drape will therefore conform in configura 
tion to the shape of the bar. It is possible to 
attach the bar to the outside of the drape, pref 
erably at the back, rather than insert it in the 
heria, if desired. The device can also be used in a 
curtain as Well as in a drape. 
Other objects and advantages will appear in the 

following specification, and the novel features of 
the device will be particularly pointed out in th 
appended claim. 
My invention is illustrated in the accompany 

ing dra Wing forming a part of this application, in 
Which: 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a Window. ShoW 
ing drapes in place and provided With my inven 
tion; 

Figure 2 is a section along the line 2-2 of Fig 
ure 1; 

Figure 3 is a section along the line 3-3 of Fig 
lure 1, and 

Figure 4 is a plan view of the device. 
In carrying out my invention, I provide drapes 

ShoWin at A and B in Figure 1. These drapes are 
placed at the sides of a Window indicated at Cal 
though they may be used at any other place de 
sired. Figure 3 shows the drape B provided With 
a hem at its bottom. Both the drapes A and 
B are provided with hems . The hem extends 
throughout the Width of the drape and is de 
signed to receive a bendable elongated weight 2. 
The Weight 2 is in the form of a long bar, pref 
erably made from lead, and the length of the 
bar is co-extensive with the Width of the drape. 
The usual drape is two to four feet wide and 
therefore the bar should be of a corresponding 
length, although I do not wish to be confined to 
any particular size. 
The bar 2 is threaded through the hem f while 

the bar is still Straight and before it is folded or 
bent into any particular shape. After the bar 

(C. 56-10) 
has been inserted in the hem said bar is bent into 
a succession of convolutions or equivalent con 
figurations to establish the vertical flutes 3 (Figs. 
1 and 2). Since the bar cannot be bent under the 
foregoing circumstance Without correspondingly 
deforming the hem, it follows that the latter 
takes on a matching succession of convolutions. 
A double purpose is thus served, first the drape 
folds or flutes are maintained in shape indefi 
nitely, Second, the bar is automatically kept from 
endiwise sliding in the hem. The bar Will also 
act, as a Weight for holding down the OWer end 
of the drape. 
AS already stated, it is possible to attach the 

bar to the front or back of the drape or curtain. 
I have shown the bar rectangular in shape, but 
the shape may be altered, if desired. The weight 
can be in one or more pieces in parallel arrange 
ment and by this means additional weight to the 
drape may be added. The pieces in being ar 
ranged parallel with each other may be either 
disposed in Superimposed position or arranged 
side by side. It is also possible to color the bar 2 
With paint or any other material, to increase its 
attractiveness. Should the curtain or drape 
have openings therein, the colored bar would be 
Visible through the openings and thus enhance 
the entire appearance. The bar in cross Section 
is also rectangular in shape, but I wish it under 
Stood that it may be of any shape desired in cross 
Section. It is further possible to perforate the 
bar and paSS Stitching through the Openings and 
drape to Secure the bar to the drape. It is fur 
ther possible to provide the bar with an eyelet 
at each end and to Secure the ends of the bar to 
the wall by means of hooks which may be 
mounted in the Wall. It is also possible to pro 
vide metal bars that are spliced together by riv 
etS and this will give additional Weight to the 
bar. 
While I have shown only the preferred form of 

my invention, it should be understood that war 
ious changes or modifications may be made 
Within the Scope of the appended claim without 
departing from the Spirit of the invention. 

I claim: 
A drape comprising a sheet of material adapted 

to be hung in a plurality of folds at the top and 
having a hem at the bottom, and a deformable 
bar pocketed in the hem weighting said hem to 
draw the material fairly taut, being substantially 
coextensive in length with the length of the hem, 
Said bar being manually bendable into a contour 
to match the folds at the top to thus establish a 
Succession of flutes full length of said sheet from 
top to bottom, at the same time provide self 
retention because of the conformation of the hem 
to the contour of the bent bar. 

FREDERICK. W. STENMEYER. 
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