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(57) Abstract: A substrate storage device (STR) is provided with: a container (CT) having a chamber (RM) containing a tflexible
substrate (S) such as resin film; a window (W) provided to the container (CT); and a substrate conveyor (CV) that conveys the sub-
strate in such a manner that part of the substrate (S) faces the window (W). The container (CT) has a junction (J) which connects to a
processing apparatus (PA). The endless substrate (S) is contained in the chamber (RM) by being wrapped along rollers (11-66).
Some of the rollers (29, 33, 65) are able to move in the Z direction, and the tension of the substrate (S) is adjusted by moving these
rollers. A portion (Sc) of the substrate (S) is drawn outside from the window, and that portion (Sc) is processed by a processing unit
(95) of the processing apparatus (PA). The window (W) can be covered by a slide member (SL). The adhesion of foreign particles on
the substrate (S) can be minimized.
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The invention of claim 1 is disclosed in US 6258408 B1 (MADAN, Arun), 10
July 2001 (10.07.2001), column 8, line 48-column 9, line 50, fig. 3-5, & AU
6803300 A & US 2001/0055888 A1l & US 6488777 B2 & WO 01/02617 A1 & WO 01/02617
A9. Consequently, the invention of claim 1 does not have a special technical
feature, and therefore, the inventions of claims 1-14 are not so linked as
to form a single general inventive concept.

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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