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A process for recovering product dialkyl succinate, dialkyl maleate or dialkyl succinate and dialkyl
maleate from an overhead stream from an esterification reaction column, said overhead stream comprising
as a major component alkanol and water and as a minor component the product dialkyl succinate, dialkyl
maleate or dialkyl succinate and dialkyl maleate which forms an azeotrope with the water, wherein said

process comprises washing the overhead stream with butanol.
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A process for recovering product dialkyi succinate, dialkyl maleate or dialkyl succinate and
dialkyl maleate from an overhead stream from an esterification reaction column, said
overhead stream comprising as a major component alkanol and water and as a minor
component the product dialkyl succinate, dialkyl maleate or dialkyl succinate and dialkyl
‘ maleate which forms an azeotrope with the water, wherein said process comprises washing

the overhead stream with butanol.
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