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Our invention relates generally to desks, 
and more particularly to office desks in con 
junction with which modern office devices 
may be conveniently provided. 
One object of the invention is to facilitate 

the wiring of desks to provide the proper 
conductors and connections for telephones, 
dictaphones and other devices requiring a 
supply of electrical energy for their opera 
tion. 

It is also an object of the invention to 
provide desks having passage-ways and con 
duits disposed to register when the desks are 
assembled in groups, thereby to provide con 
tinuous channels through all the desks for 
containing the conductors for the auxiliary 
equipment. 

Heretofore, it has been necessary to wire 
desks individually, usually resulting in dis 
figurement, by reason of the necessity of 
fastening various terminals and clips on the 
desk to support the wires in accessible posi 
tions. 
When a desk embodying our invention is 

employed, defects in wiring may be easily 
corrected, conductors may be changed quick 
ly, and the substitution of one wired desk for 
another is a simple matter. 
Our improved desk comprises a desk body 

having a channel or a plurality of channels 
located in its upper rear part and extend 
ing from end to end thereof and a desktop 
that rests on and covers the desk body and 
the channels therein. 

For a fuller understanding of the nature 
and objects of our invention, reference is to 
be had to the following description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawing 
in which; 

Fig. 1 is a view, in perspective, of a desk 
constructed in accordance with one form of 
our invention, a part of the top or cover being 
broken away; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the channel 
member with open top shown in the upper 
part of the desk body of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the channel 
member illustrated in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of 

S. 
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the cover of the desk taken along the line 
EV-IV of Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 5 is a view, in cross-section, taken 
along the line W-V of Fig. 2. 

In the drawing, we have illustrated a desk 
comprising a right pedestal 1 and a left 
pedestal 

55 

2 that are connected by a bridge 
member 3 to provide a desk body adapted to 
Support a removable top or cover 4. A por 
tion of the removable top 4 has been broken 
away to disclose the arrangement of the dif 
ferent members mounted in the desk body. 
A channel member 6 comprising an outer 

channel body 7 and an inner channel body 8 
nested therein and united thereto to form a 
plurality of open channels, is located in the 
upper rear part of the desk body. As illus 
trated the channels contain telephone wires 9 
and 10 provided with a take-off 11 which ex 
tends through an opening in the bottom of to 
the desk into the knee space provided in the 
central part under the bridge member 3 and 
which leads to a telephone set 12. 
The channel body 7 constituting the outer 

part of the channel member 6, is constructed 75 
by pressing any suitable sheet material, pref 
erably metal, into the form of a trough or 
channel and by then bending the outer longi 
tudinal edges 13 and 14 of its side walls 15 
and 16 inwardly to form a constricted open 
ing thereto. The ends of the outer channel 
body 7 are bent outwardly to form flanges 17, 
that are adapted to rest against the Walls of 
the pedestals 1 and 2 and hold the channel 
body 6 in position when it is placed in the 85. 
desk body. . 
The inner channel body 8, which is adapt 

ed to be nested in the outer channel body 7. 
is also formed by pressing sheet material into 
the form of a trough with its outer longitudi- 9a 
mal edges 18 and 19 bent outwardly. The 
inner channel body 8 is then placed or nested 
in the outer channel body in such position 
that its side walls will divide the interior of 
the channel body into a plurality of chan- 93 
nels and its bent-over longitudinal edges 18 
and 19 will cooperate with the inturned edges 
13 and 14 of the channel body 7, thereby pro 
viding constricted openings into the outer 
channels and leaving the central channel with it 
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a full-width opening. The inner channel 
body 8 unay be fastened in the Outer channel 
body 7 by welding or in any other well known 
le. 

The channel member 6 is provided with 
apertures 20 in its underside near its central 
portion through which wire; or air lines may 
be led out into the open linee space and up 
over the back of the desk to telephones, elec 
tric light fixtures, dictapholes: oi' other de 
vices mounted upon or close to the desk. 
Apertures hay be provided in any other pol'- 
tion of the channel member 6, if it is desired to 
lead out wires at ally other point. 
The desk top or cover and the desk body 

are provided, at each corner, with co-operat 
ing clips 21 and screws 22 by jeans of which 
the top 4 may be rigidly fastened to the body. 
If it is desired to inspect the contents of the 
channels or conduits formed by the channel 
bodies 7 and S or place new wires therein, the 
desktop 4 may be readily removed by taking 
out the screws 22. 
The edges 23 of the lesk to 4 are turned 

downwardly and inwardly to give a neater 
appearance to the desk and to conceal the open 
ends of the channel member 6 from the usual 
line of vision of the occupants of the room in 
which the desk may be located. 

In wiring our improved desk. the wires 
may be threaded through the channels or 
conduits in the channel member 6 and con 
nected to telephones, dictaphones or other in 
struments associated with the desk without 
removing the desktop, but it may sometimes 
be more convenient to remove the desk top, 
lay the wires in the channels and then re place the top. 
While the desk illustrated in the drawing 

is shown as having telephone wires located 
in its channels or conduits. wires for dicta 
phones, electric lighting fixtures, or for any 
other purpose may be inserted therein, or 
Some or all of the channels may be used as 
runways for air pipes for air brushes and 
the like. - 

It will also be understood that a desk con 
structed in accordance with our invention 
lmay be provided with a larger conduit or 
channel member for other purposes, such for 
instance, as enclosing and supporting a 
traveling belt conveyor, or a cable having in 
dividual carriers, for facilitating the hand 
ling of papers or small packages. 
Many modifications and changes may be 

made in the desk and channel member illus 
trated as embodying our invention without 
departing from the spirit and scope thereof, 
and all such modifications and changes are 
intended to be covered by the appended 
claims. 
We claim as our invention: 
1. A desk comprising a body portion and 

an open-end conduit located therein and ex 
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tending from one end to the other end there 
of. 

2. A desk comprising a body portion and 
a conduit located therein and extending from 
one end to the other end thereof, said coll 
duit being provided with an outlet for lead 
ing-out conductors. 

3. A desk comprising a body portion and 
a conduit located therein and extending 
from one end to the other end thereof, said 
conduit being provided with an outlet near 
its central portion for leading-out conduc 
tors. 

4. A desk for office use comprising a body 
portion, a removable top portion mounted on 
the body portion, and a conduit for auxiliary 
apparatus in the body portion, said conduit 
being normally concealed by the top portion 
and freely accessible when the top portion is 
removed. 

5. A desk for office use coal prising a body 
portion, a channel member for receiving 
auxiliary apparatus in the body portion and 
a top portion disposed to cover the body por 
tion and the channel member therein, said 
channel lenber comprising a channel shaped 
conduit open at its ends and provided with 
apertures in its bottom portion. 

6. In a desk for office use, the combination 
with a pair of spaced pedestal members, a 
connecting bridge member to constitute a 
desk body having the usual knee space and 
a removable top portion; of a channel mem 
ber for receiving auxiliary apparatus dis 
posed in the upper lear portion of the desk 
body, said channel member having openings 
at either end of the desk and an opening co 
municating with the knee Space and being 
freely accessible by removing the top poi'- 
tion. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto 
subscribed our names this 10th day of March, 
1927. - 

MAILCOLM. CARRINGTON. 
JOHN HENRY KLINCIK. 
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