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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, VicTOR THOMPSON, a4
citizen of the United States, residing at Rus-
siaville, in the county of Howard and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Sliding Gates; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of ‘the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

Myinvention has relation to improvements
in sliding gates; and it has for its general ob-
jeet to provide a gate and deviees for operat-
ing the same of such construction that the
gate may be readily opened and closed by
the wheels of a vehicle, by a person upon
horseback or seated in a vehicle, and by a pe-
destrian.

A secondary object of the invention is to
provide a construction embodying elements
adapted to be adjustably fixed to limit the
movement of the gate; and a further second-
ary object of the invention is to provide a
construction whereby at the first movement
of the devices to open the gate the latch
thereof will be disengaged from its keeper.

To the attainment of the foregoing and
other objects the invention consists in the
construction, certain novel ecombinations,and
adaptation of parts hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a perspective view of my improved sliding
gate and its operating devices, the gate being
illustrated in a closed position. Fig. 2 isa
perspective view of the adjustable bar sup-
porting the frietion-pulleys upon which the
TFig. 3 is a detail front ele-
vation of the guide-bars and the adjustable
bar carrying the friction-pulleys mounted
therein, and Fig. 4 is a transverse section
taken in the plane indicated by the line z g
on Fig. 3.

Referring by letter of designation to the
said drawings, A indicates my improved slid-
ing gate, which may be of the ordinary or any
approved construction. Two of the longi-
tudinal bars B of the gate A are extended
rearwardly therefrom and preferably have
their adjacent edges beveled to prevent their
casual displacement from the friction pulley
or pulleys C, which are preferably provided

with grooved peripheries and are adapted to
be adjustably fixed with respect to the gate-
post D, as will be presently deseribed.

Connected to the gate A at a suitable point
is a lateh, as E, which is adapted when the
gate is closed to be engaged and held by a
sunitable keeper ¢ upon the lateh-post F.

Fxtending laterally from the gate A, be-
neath the lateh E,is a lug b, which takes
through a longitudinal slot ¢ in the forward
end of a bar G, which connects the gate with
the devices for operating the same, as will be
presently described. Connected at one end
to the lateh T and taking over a pulley or
through an eye, as ¢, and connected at its op-
posite end to the bar G is a cord I, through
the medinm of which the lateh is disengaged
from the keeper ¢, inasmuch as at the first
movement of the devices for operating the
gate in opening the same the bar G will be
pulled rearwardly, as will be presently ex-
plained. ,

Situated at suitable points on opposite sides
of and in line with the post D are uprights I,
which are provided at their upper ends with
T branches or lateral arms, to which are ful-
crumed leversJ, through the medium of which
the gate may be opened and closed, as will be
presently set forth.

Journaled in the gate-post D and in the
uprights I is a rocking bar X, which is pro-
vided at suitable points in its length with re-
spect to the inner ends of the levers J with
fixed beams I, the ends of which are con-
nected to the inner ends of the levers J by
chains d, whereby it will be seen that when
the levers are manipulated the bar will be
rocked. TFixedly connected to the rocking
bar K and depending therefrom is a branch
M, which is preferably slotted adjacent to
its lower end to receive the rear end of the
bar G, which is pivotally or loosely connected
to said branch. _

By the construction thus far described it
will be readily perceived that by manipulat-
ing the levers'J on either side of the gale
said gate may be readily opened and closed.

Suitably journaled upon a suitable base
embedded in the ground on opposite sides of
the gate are rocking bars N, which are re-
spectively provided with four crank-branches
P, two of which are connected to the ends of
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the beams L by ropes or chains, while the
other two are adapted to be engaged by the
wheels of a vehicle to open and close the gate.
Connected at one end to the gate=post D
and at their opposite ends to a snitable up-
right or support are guide-bars Q, which are
provided on their inner edges with ledges e,
50 as to prevent a lateral displacement of the
adjustable bar R, upon which the friction-
pulleys C are mounted. This bar R, which
is preferably grooved longitudinally to re-
ceive the ledges e of the guide-bars, is pro-
vided at suitable intervals in its length with
transverse bolt-holes f to receive a bolt ¢,
which takes through the post D and is adapted
to fix the adjustable bar thereto. By this con-
struction it will be readily perceived that the
bar R and the friction-pulleys mounted there-
on may be readily adjusted and fixed to regu-
late the distance the gate may be opened.
Although I have specifically described the

construction and relative arrangement of the

several elements of my invention, yet I do
not desire to be confined to the same, as such
changes may be made as fairly fall within
the scope of my invention.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

L. In a sliding gate and devices for operat-
ating the same, the combination, with the
gateand the latch pivotally connected thereto,
of the bar having a longitudinal slot in its
forward end and loosely connected to the gate
by & bolt or lug taking through said slot, a
cord or chain connected at one end to the
latch and taking through an eye or pulley
and eonnected at its opposite end to the slot-
ted bar, and a suitable means for pulling said
bar rearwardly to open the gate, substantially
as specified.

469,286

2. In a sliding gate, the combination, with
the gate, the gate-post having a transverse
bolt-hole, and the guide-bars connected to
said post and having ledges on their inner
edges, of the adjustable bar having trans-
verse bolt-holes atintervals in its length and
frietion-pulleys mounted on ‘said adjustable
bar to be engaged by the longitudinal bars
of the gate, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth, :

3. In a sliding gate, the combination, with
the uprights I, of the gate arranged between
the same, the guide-bar Q, grooved, as shown,
and arranged in a horizontal position, the bar
R, adapted to be placed between the guide-
bars Q and adjustable therein, the friction-
rollers C, pivoted in one side of said adjust-
able bar, the gate having two of its horizon-
tal bars extending rearwardly and beveled to
enter the groove of the rollers, the upright
D, the transversely-disposed rock-shaft K, ar-
ranged above the gate, the arm M, fixed at its
upper end to the rock-shaft, the bar G, loosely
connected at its forward end to the gate and
pivotally connected at its opposite end to the
lower end of the branch M, the hand-levers
pivoted on the uprights I, the beams L, fixed
at a central point to the rock-shaft, the chains
connecting the opposite end of said beams to
one end of the hand-levers, and cranked rods
arranged in the roadway and connected with
said fixed beams on the rock-shaft, substan-
tially as specified. ’

In testimony whereof X affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. '

VICTOR TIIOMPSON,

Witnesses:
JOHN N. CAMPBELL,
LUCRETIA CAMPBELL.
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